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a 
ninvention relates to .a ‘novelty hat cone 

struction. 1 . 

It ‘is an objectv of the present invention to 
provide a novelty hat construction'wherein the 
top of the same can be extended at will by the 
mere‘operatio‘n of an air pressure creating de 
vice so that the hat may, in effect, grow upon 
the head of the wearer ‘to the amusement of 
both fthe wearerand the onlooker and wherein, 
at the will of the wearer. the hat can be de?ated 
and brought to a normal position on the head 
of the wearer. - 

It is vanother object of the‘present invention 
to provide va novelty hat construction adapted 
to ‘be extended or enlarged at the will of the 
wearer wherein there is provided an automatic 
light device within the enlargeable portion of the 
hat which will be automatically turned on upon 

I the same becoming expanded to the maximum 
extent or closely thereto so as to display any 
written matter on the enlargeable portion and 
wherein during the in?ation of the enlargeable 

' portion a whistle or a whirler utilizing the air 
therefrom may be put into motion to attract 
the attention of the onlooker during the enlarg 
ing ‘operation and if used in connection with 

“the lamp will be operated before the lamp is 
actually lighted, and wherein the lamp will 
serve as a signal to the wearer that the enlarge 
able portion has been expanded to substantially 
the maximum extent. 
For other objects and for a better understand 

ing of the invention, reference may be had to 
the following detailed description taken in con 
nection with the accompanying drawing, in 

_‘ which 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of the novelty 
hat construction resting upon the head of a 

“ wearer (and expanded to substantially its full 
extent and with portions broken away to show 
the interior construction. 

' Fig. 2.is a side elevational view of the hat 
construction shown in Fig. l in its de?ated con 
ditinn. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view of a hat con 
struction employing a lamp adapted to be auto 
matically turned on when the hat has been ex 

, tended. 

Fig. 4 is anenlarged fragmentary view of the 
form of the invention shown in Fig. 3. 

Fig. v5 is a fragmentary sectional view of an 
enlargeable portion having a whirler device. 

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary sectional view of an 
enlargeable portion having a whistle device. 
Referring now particularly to Figs. 1 and 2, 
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2 
l0 represents an open top crown portion-hav 
ing a rim H and adapted to fit ‘upon the head 
of‘ a wearer |2. Secured to the top of thecrown 
portion I!) is an expandable or enlargéable por-' 
tion I2’ formed of rubber or rubber-like mate‘ 
rial and having an ‘inlet ‘I3 lying over- the (top 
of they head to which-is'connected a flexible tub; 
ing l4 which may extend outwardly through 
the brim portion and‘ downwardly, through the 
rim H, beneath the coat ofthe wearer and‘in‘to 
his pocket for operation by his hand upon ‘a 
hand bulb l5 upon ‘the hand being extended 
into the vpocket and Working the bulb i5. ‘when 
the’hat' is de?ated, as upon the ‘pressing/of 'a 
release valve IE on the bulb l5, it will assume 
the shape as shown in Fig. 2, the enlarged por 
tion being ‘lowered into the rimof the hat as 
indicated at the top thereof. The crown por 
tion may also be of ?exible material so that it 
too can fold inwardly over the head of the wearer 
upon the contraction of the enlarged portion. 
Referring now particularly to Figs. 3 and 4, 

there is shown a construction comprising a 
crown portion l8 formed of less ?exible mate 
rial than the crown |0 of the preceding form 
of the invention, and having a rim l9. Secured 
to the top of the crown through an annular piece 
26 is an expandable portion 2|. The expandable 
portion 2| is adapted to be expanded, as shown 
in Fig. 3, to provide a top or swell head hat. 
The annular connecting portion 20 may be vul 
canized and formed as an integral part of the 
expandable portion 2| and the connection with 
the crown portion l8 can be eifected by a sim 
ple stitching operation of the annular portion 
20 therewith. This expandable portion 2| will 
have the usual air inlet 22 to which is connected 
a ?exible tube 23 which extends downwardly 
through the crown and to a position on the 
wearer easily accessible to his hand. 
Secured to the crown portion is an ‘electric 

switch 24 having a switch arm 25 adapted to be 
depressed by the expandable portion 2| when it 
has been in?ated to turn on an electric lamp 26 
disposed within the enlargeable portion, upon a 
bracket 21 on the upper end thereof and having 
a lamp cord 28 extending through a sealing de 
vice 29 for connection with a switch. A cord 3| 
extends from the switch to a battery 32 mounted 
on the crown portion H3. 
The expandable portion 2| is transparent and 

as the same becomes extended to its maximum 
extent, the switch arm 25 will be depressed to 
close the electric circuit to cause the lamp 26 to 

~ be lighted. Automatically, the light will be ex— 



3 
tinguished when the air pressure is released from 
the portion 21 and the portion is de?ated, as upon 
the depressing of a release valve l6 of the bulb 
I5 in the manner as above described in connec 
tion with the ?rst mentioned form of the inven 
tion. 
In Fig. 5 there is shown in an expandable por 

_ tion 31, a plug 33 having a central outlet open 
ing 34 adapted to direct a stream of air onto a 
blade 35 to cause its rotation upon a bent bracket 
36 ?tted into the other end of the plug 33. This 
air will cause the blade 35 to be whirled as the 
portion 21 is being in?ated and maintained in 
the in?ated condition. This Whirler will attract 
attention of the cnlooker and will rise with the 
enlarged portion. The loss of air through the 
opening 34 is small and not of sui?cient extent 
to prevent the building up of the enlarged por 
tion. The plug 33 is retained in a tight manner 
within a special expandable portion 31 having the 
opening therefor. 
In Fig. 6, there is provided a Whistle 38 of sim 

ilar shape to the plug 33 adapted to ?t the upper 
end of the expand-able portion 37. The whistle 
has a small outlet opening 39. 
small enough so that it does not depreciate to a 
great extent the air entering the portion 31 but 
such as to maintain whistling action. . 
While an air bulb type of air sup-ply means is 

shown, it will be understood that other air sup 
plying devices can be used such as an air or gas 
cartridge which can be releasable to extend 
quickly into the enlarged portion a large supply 
of air or gas to in?ate it on the cartridge being 
opened or released. ' 7 

While various changes may be made in the 
detail construction, it shall be understood that 
such changes shall be within the spirit and scope 

The outlet is . 
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of the present invention as de?ned: by the ap- 
pended claim. - 

What is claimed is: 
A novelty hat construction comprising an open 

top crown portion, an expandable portion con 
nected to the crown portion and adapted to re 
ceive and discharge air and to be expanded by 
air when ?lled therewith under pressure, air 
pressure means connected to the expandable por 
tion for in?ating the expandable portion at the 
option of the wearer, and means associated with 
the expandable portion and operable when the 
expandable portion is placed under pressure to 
announce the swelling action thereof, and said 
announcing means comprising a lamp disposed 
in the expandable portion, a switch on the inner 
side of the crown portion having an arm adapted 
to be engaged by the expandable portion when 
in?ated to effect its operation, an electric source 
connected to the crown portion and electric cir 
cuit means extending between the lamp; ‘the 
switch and the electric source, whereby the lamp 
will be automatically lighted upon‘the expand 
able portion being in?ated. 

NATHAN RIICELMAN. 
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