
April 8, 1952 - c, E, SHUTE 2,592,347 
INFLATABLE TOY 

Filed Sept. 2, 1949 

INVENTOR. 
CHAPLES E. SHUTE 



Patented Apr. 8, 1952 

UNITED 

2,592,347 

5 PATENT OFFICE 
2,592,347‘ 

TOY.” 

'Charlesf-E..'Shute,- 'Lungmeadow, Mass. 
Application ‘September 2, 1949,}Se'l'ial3N‘bLI13;~‘7!32 

( CL. ‘Iii-490'). ‘ 8 Claims; 

1. 
This; invention relates to’ a‘inovelty toy and-has 

particular reference to an attention attracting. 
device. for: assisting the. userin obtaining a ride. 

An; object. of; the; invention is to; provide a. 
' novelty‘ vtoy- of‘ ‘the. type set’ forth- which can be: 
easily carried in the pocket of; the-user when not: 
in use. . 

Another.v object: or the. invention is. to provide: 
a; novelty toy or the; type setv forth. which; can 
be employed in the spirit. of fun for; obtaining, 
a lift. or ride: and. which is relatively simple and. 
economical‘ in ‘construction. 
Other objects and advantages of: the invention 

will be apparent from the following- description 
taken in connection with the (accompanying. 
drawings. It will: be" understood. thatchanges 
may be made in the details of construction; andv 
arrangement of parts without departing from 
the. scope? of, the invention as; setiorth in the. 
accompanying claims, as the preferred iorms. 
have been shown-and described by way of. illus 
tration. only. 

. Referring to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a.i side view,, partly in section, of- one. 

form, of. my device; 7 
Fig. 2 is a. view generally similar to Fig. 1 of 

another form of the invention; 
Fig; 3 is‘a side view of another form of the in 

vention; and 
Fig. 4 is a side view, partly in section, of still 

another form. of. the. invention. 
‘Referring more particularly ‘to’ ‘the drawings 

wherein similar reference characters designate 
corresponding parts: throughout. the several 
views, the form of the invention shown in Fig. 1 
comprises a. housing portion I which, can" be 
made of metal, cardboardjglass tubing or; molded 
from plastic; material or such, size as to receive 
the. thumb .or ?nger '2 of‘th'e ‘user which. maybe 
inserted through ‘the open end in. the housing. I. 
Within ‘the housing I‘ ‘is: provided the wall‘ v3 

with the aperture '4". " 
Over the end of the housing I opposite that in 

which the thumb or ?nger 2 is to be inserted is 
positioned a balloon 5 which may be ?tted into 
a recess in the adjacent end of the housing I and 
which is stretched to ?t over the end of the 
housing I and preferably retained in position by 
its own resilience, therefore, being quickly 
changeable or replaceable, or, if desired, could 
be cemented or otherwise secured in position 
over the end of housing I. 
The hose 6 is secured to housing I at one end 

and has its opposite end secured toair bulb 1 
which is adapted to be retained in the hand of 
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the user whereby operation of theair bulb. will 
force air into the. housing: chamber '8' and with 
the aperture 4. closed by- the. thumb or ?nger 2,. 
the air will inflate. the. balloon. 5 which. may be 
of. the. elongated type-giving. the. appearance of 
any extra long thumb or ?nger or the balloon 5 
could be of a novelty form. or have. various “say 
ings?’ printed thereon or a. combination. of'nojv 
elty iorrn and. saying and could. have luminous 
or other. glowing paint or. material‘. thereon ‘for 
use. especially after. dark. 

In. 
the wall. ‘3. has. been. eliminated’ and the interior 
of. the. housing'closed only the thumb or ?nger. 
In this form. the fitting '9 ‘secured to the wall‘ 
of the housing ‘I by the nuts f0, internally and 
externally of the housing, and‘ the hose 6' ‘is vse 
curedto. the. ?tting. '9‘. I‘have. found ‘that in this 
form, 
will} “wig wag””or move back ‘and vforth thus-be 
comin'ggattentio'nattracting; ' 
In the form of the‘ invention shown ‘in Fig. ‘3’, 

the hose. B'is connected‘ directly tetherv balloon v5 
by ‘securing. the hose 6' to the?tting -I I- ‘which-is 

- secured‘ 'directly't'o the balloon 5. by‘ cementing 
or other 'suitableprocess. Inform the'hous 
i‘n‘gl may be'eithertheform shown :in- Fig; 1 or 
that. shown in Fig. 21. 

Inthi’s form" the balloons couid-each be ‘formed 
._ with an air hoseB and air bulb ‘l secured thereto, 
or provision could" be made on'?tting i I; whereby 
the user 'could‘change ‘the-balloon, and "secure the 
same hose; on" the new" balloon. 
(In Fig. {there ‘is shown. a. form of theinv'eni 

tion which could‘ be made wholly of. a resilient 
materialsuch as rubber. ‘ 

In. this form of the ‘invention the housing" I: 
couldjibe-made offmol‘d'ed rubber or the. likewith 
a hard or. stiii’.‘ rubber. portion ‘I21 having ‘an air: 
escape opening . I31 .the'rethrough and’ with ‘the 
resilient. integral. ‘?ared extension portion I F4‘ for 
a close ?t with a ?nger. _ ' 

' It will be seen that when the ‘thumb or ‘finger 
is removed from the interior of the housing in 
all forms, that the balloon will collapse and alé 
low the placing of the toy in the pocket of the 
user until again desired. 
From the foregoing. it will be seen that I have 

provided simple, ef?cient and economical means 
for obtaining all of the objects and advantages 
of the invention. 
Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. In a device of the character described, a 

housing having a ?nger receiving portion, an air‘ 
passage extending therefrom and adapted to be 

the. form of. the inventionsliownfin ‘Fig. 2,," 

when ‘the air bulb i‘sxoperated, the balloon. 



3 
substantially closed when the ?nger of the user 
is positioned in said ?nger receiving portion, an 
in?atable member connected to said housing and 
communicating with said air passage, and means 
externally of said housing and communicating 
with said in?atable member for forcing air into 
said in?atable member to in?ate the same when 
the ?nger of the user is in position to substan 
tially close said air passage in said housing. 

2. In a device of the character described, a 
housing having a ?nger receiving portion, an air 
passage extending therefrom and adapted to be 
substantially closed by the ?nger of the user when 
positioned in said ?nger receiving portion, an 
in?atable member connected to said housing and 
communicating with said air passage and an 
air bulb externally of said housing and com 
municating with said in?atable member for 
forcing air into said in?atable member to‘ in?ate 
the same. when said air passage is substantially 
closed by the ?nger of the user.v ‘ 

3. In a device of the character described. a 
housing having a ?nger receiving portion, an air 
passage extending therefrom and adapted to be 
substantially closed by the‘?nger of the user when 
positioned in said ?nger receiving portion, an 
in?atable member connected to said housing and 
communicating therewith and means externally 
of said housing and communicating with said in 
?atable member for forcing air into said in 
?atable member to in?ate the same when said 
air passage is substantially closed by the ?nger 
of the user in said ?nger receiving portion, said 
means comprising an air bulb and an air hose 
connecting said air bulb to said housing. 

4. In a device of the character described, a 
housing having a ?nger receiving portion, an 
air passage extending therefrom and adapted to 
be substantially closed by the ?nger of the user 
when positioned in said ?nger receiving portion, 
an in?atable member connected to said housing 
and communicating therewith and means ex 
ternally of said housing and communicating with 
said in?atable member for forcing air into said 
in?atable member to in?ate the same when said 
air passage is substantially closed by the ?nger of 
the user, said housing having a resilient portion 
adapted to receive a portion of the ?nger of the 
user. - 

' 5. In a device of the character described, a 
housing having a ?nger receiving portion, an air 
passage extending therefrom and adapted- to be 
substantially closed .by the ?nger ofrthe user 
whenpositioned in said ?nger receiving portion, 
an in?atable member connected to said housing 
and communicating therewith and means ex 
ternally of said housing and communicating with 
said in?atable member for forcing air into said 
in?atable member to in?ate the same when said 
air passage is substantially closed by the ?nger 
of the user, said air forcing means being con 
nected to said in?atable member. . 
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6. In a. device of the character described, a 
housing having a ?nger receiving portion, an air 
passage extending therefrom and adapted to be 
substantially closed by the ?nger of the user 
when positioned in said ?nger receiving portion, 
an in?atable member connected to said housing 
and communicating therewith and means ex 
ternally of said housing and communicating with 
said in?atable member for forcing air into said 
in?atable memberwto in?ate the same when said 
air passage is substantially closed by the ?nger 
of the user, said air forcing means comprising 
an air hose connected to said housing and an 

' air bulb connected to said air hose. 
7. In a device of the character described, a 

housing having a ?nger receiving portion, a re 
duced air passage extending therefrom and 
adapted to be substantially closed by the ?nger of 

I the user when positioned in said ?nger receiving 
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portion, an in?atable member connected to said 
housing and communicating therewith and 
means externally of said housing and communi 
cating with said in?atable member for forcing 
air into said in?atable member to in?ate the same 
when said air passage is substantially closed by 
the ?nger of- the user. 

v8. In a device of the character described, a 
housing having a relatively rigid portion and a 
relatively resilient extension portion adapted to 
receive a ?nger of the user, an in?atable mem 
ber connected to said rigid portion and com 
municating therewith and means externally of 
said housing and communicating with said in 
?atable member for forcing air into 'said in 
?atable member. 

9. In a device of the character described, a 
housing having a relatively rigid portion and a 
relatively resilient extension portion adapted to 
receive a ?nger of the user, an in?atable mem 
ber connected to said rigid portion and com 
municating therewith and means externally of 
said housing and communicating with said in 
?atable member for forcing air into said in 
?atable member, said air forcing means com 
prising an air hose connected to said housing and 
an air-bulb connected to said air hose. 

CHARLES E. SHUTE. 
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