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1 
This invention relates to certain new and use 

ful improvements in bedside reading. devices. 
Ordinarily ‘ in hospitals and convalescent 

homes, reading means must be supplied for para 
lyzed, partially paralyzed, or otherwise immobi 
lized patients. Various types of projection 
means for throwing an enlarged image of the 
written page upon a suitable screen or wall sur~ 
face have been used. However, such equipment 
is quite expensive, usually requires the service of 
,an operator, and cannot~readily be operated by 
the patient. 

It is, therefore, the primary object of this in 
vention to provide a compact, easily used bedside 
reading device which may be utilized by a patient 
without the services of another person. _ 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

' a bedside reading device which may be positioned 
so that the patient can read without any strain. 
An additional object of the present invention is 

to provide a' bedside reading device which is 
simple and economical in construction, and is 
compact and light in Weight so as to be easily 
handled. 
With the above and other objects in view, my 

invention resides in the novel features of form, 
construction, arrangement, and combination of 
parts presently described and pointed out in the 
claim. 
In the accompanying drawing 
Figure 1 is a side elevational view of a bedside 

reading device constructed in accordance with 
and embodying the present invention, illustrat 
ing the device as used; 

Figure 2 is a transverse sectional view taken 
along line 2—-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a transverse sectional view taken 

along line 3—-3 of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view taken 

along line 4-4 of Figure 3; 
Figure 5 is a side elevational view of a modi~ 

?ed form of bedside reading device constructed 
in accordance with and embodying the present 
invention; and 

Figure 6 is a fragmentary perspective view of 
the connecting bracket of the modi?ed form of 
bedside reading device. 

Referring now in more detail and by reference 
characters to the drawing, which illustrates 
practical embodiments of the present invention, 1 
I designates a conventional type of hospital bed 
side table having a table-leaf 2 which projects 
horizontally for overlying disposition above a 
hospital bed. Positioned upon said table-leaf 2 
is a reading device A having a base 3 and a hous- ’ " 
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2 
ing or cabinet 4. Said housing member 4 com 
prises a lower section s and an upper section s' 
disposed angularly thereto. Said lower section 
.9 comprises opposed vertical front and back walls 
5, 6, which are each integrally provided on their 
lower margins with an inturned ?ange ‘I suitably 
apertured to receive screws 8 for attachment to 
the base 3. The upper section s’ of said housing 
it is provided with parallel walls 9, H) which are 
integral extensions of the walls 5, 6 respectively 
of the lower section s and are angularly dis 
posed thereto by bends as at ll, [2. Said walls 
9, Hi, are integrally secured to each other by side 
walls l3, l3’, and at their forward ends are se 
cured to an end wall M. It is thus to be seen 
that the upper section s’ of the housing 4 is en 
tirely enclosed, whereas access is available to the 
lower section s through the space between the 

’ walls 5, 6. 
Disposed upon the base member 3 centrally be 

tween the walls 5, B, is a book-rest R having an 
inclined face is and an upturned rim l6 spaced 
forwardly from said inclined face [5 for readily 
supporting a book B or other type of reading 
matter in a plane approximately perpendicular 
to the longitudinal axis of the housing or cabinet. 
It is to be particularly noted that the bottom 
margin of the inclined face I5 is elevated from 
the base portion 3 a distance equal to the height 
of the wall 5. 
Secured to the wall 9 is a conventional light 

source H, which is in rearwardly spaced and ele 
vated relation to the inclined face l5 of the book 
rest R. Secured adjacent to the light l1 and 
rearwardly thereof is a shield 18 preventing the 
rays of said light H from directly illuminating 
the portion of the housing 4 forwardly thereof. 
Forwardly of the bend II in the wall 9 there is 

secured the lower end of a semitransparent sheet 
of glass l9 which extends diagonally between the 
sides 9, II}, and is secured at its upper end to the 
side It] at a point immediately adjacent the end 
margin thereof. The under face I of said glass 
sheet I9 is a semireflecting mirror and the upper 
face 1" is preferably provided with a low re?ec 
tive coating to prevent double images. Suitably 
secured to the inwardly presented face of the end 
plate M is a concave re?ector 20. Finally the 
side walls 9, IE), are respectively provided with 
aligned apertures 2|, 22, the axis of alignment 
thereof passing through the mid-point of the 
glass sheet 19. ‘ 
In operation, the table I is positioned so the 

aperture 2| of the side It is in comfortable ele 
vated relation to the patient’s eyes. The book B 
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is placed in the book-rest R and the light I1 is 
turned on. The rays of said light 11 strike the 
exposed pages of the book B and are de 
?ected therefrom forwardly through the glass 
sheet 19 and onto the re?ector 20. By the con 
cavity of the reflector 20, the rays are re?ected 
rearwardly. The rays thence strike the semi 
re?ecting under surface of the glass sheet l9, 
whereupon some of said rays are re?ected down 
wardly through the aperture 2| to the patient’s 
eyes, to focus at the patient’s eyes and create an 
apparent optical image at E. 

If desired, a modi?ed type of bedside reading 
device C may be provided for attachment to the 
conventional type of hospital reading table 23, 
which incorporates a table-leaf 24 tiltably 
mounted at the upper end of a vertical support 
24' and has secured to its outwardly presented 
face a horizontally extending ledge 25 for sup 
porting a book. The device 0 is substantially 
similar to the previously described device A ex 

‘ cept that it is provided on its rearward end with 
a triangular bracket 26 having an end face 21 for 
surface engagement with the table-leaf 24 and 
being removably secured thereto by clamp mem 
bers 28 threadedly engaged in suitable apertures 
29 in depending arms 30. Extending forwardly 
from, and perpendicular to, the end wall 21 is a 
top wall 3| having secured therein a light I1’ 
and a shield 18'. Depending from the side mar 
gins of said top wall 3| at its rearward end are 
relatively short ?anges 32, 32', which are integral 
with forwardly extending side walls 33, 33’, re 
spectively. Said walls 33, 33', are secured at 
their lower margin to a bottom wall 34. At their 
ends, the walls 3|, 33. 33', and 34 are secured to 
an end wall I4’ provided on its inwardly pre 
sented surface with a concave re?ector 20'. Also 
provided in the area enclosed by the walls 31, 33, 
34, is a semitransparent glass sheet I9’. 

It should be understood that changes and 
modi?cations in the form, construction, arrange 
ment, and combination of the several parts of 
the bedside reading device may be made and sub 
stituted for those herein shown and described 
without departing from the nature and principle 
of my invention. 
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Having thus described my invention, what I 

claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 
A bedside reading device for reading while 

lying in bed comprising a housing having lower 
and upper sections, said upper section extending 
at an angle from the lower section and being 
elevated to be positioned above the head of a 
person lying in bed and having a viewing aper 
ture through the lower side thereof in the line 
of sight of the person, a concave mirror mounted 
across the outer end of the upper section of the 
housing, supporting means angularly provided 
interiorly of the lower section for supporting 
reading material substantially parallel with the 
mirror, a source of light in the interior of the 
housing directed upon reading material as thus 
supported, and a semitransparent sheet mounted 
across and within the upper section of said hous 
ing with its upper edge adjacent to the upper part 
of themirror and the body of the sheet disposed 
diagonally over the viewing aperture and between 
the mirror and the supporting means, said semi 
transparent sheet having a low reflective coating 

' on its upper face and the under face being semi 
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re?ecting. ' 

CARL F. SHEPARD. 
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