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This invention relates to 1a device for ‘gripping 
a needle to facilitate the pulling of ‘ the vneedle 
through material which offers resistance to the 
passage of the needle therethrough, and -more 
particularly the invention contemplates the com 
bination of a needle puller and thimble. 
A prime object of the invention is to provide a 

needle puller which shall embody novel and im 
proved means for grasping the needle so that 
the needle can be easily but ?rmly gripped and 
pulled through the material. 
Another object is to provide a novel and im 

proved combination of a needle puller and a 
thimble wherein the thimble shall have a trans 
verse opening therethrough intermediate its 
ends to receive a needle and there-shall be means 
within the thimble "for ?rmly clamping the 
needle in said opening. 
Further objects are to provide a needle puller 

of the character described'including'a body por 
tion, a needle-gripping block, a needle-gripping _ 
jaw to cooperate with said block to grip a needle 
between them, and novel ‘means for mounting 
said gripping jaw on said body portion; and ‘thus 
to utilize the sidewalls o'fa thimble as the ‘body 
portion and to form the jaw as the end of the 
thimble to be used for pushing a needle through 
material being sewed. ‘ 
Other objects are to provide a needle pulling 

thimble which shall be simple, reliable and in 
' expensive in construction; and to obtain other 
advantages and results that will be brought out 
by the following description in conjunction with 
the accompanying drawings in which: 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a needle pull 

ing thimble embodying the ‘invention showing 
the manner of using it ‘for ‘pulling a _ needle 
through material; 
Figure 2 is an enlarged vertical longitudinal 

sectional view through one form of the needle 
pulling thimble; 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary transverse sectional 

view on the plane of the line 3--3 of Figure 4; 
Figure 4 is a View similar to Figure 2 showing 

a modi?cation of the invention; 
Figure 5 is a fragmentary side elevational view 

of another form of the needle pulling thimble; 
Figure 6 is a vertical longitudinal sectional 

view approximately on the plane of the line 6—6 
of Figure 5; 

Figure 7 is a transverse sectional view on the 
plane of the line '|—'| of Figure 6; and ' 
Figure 8 is a view similar to Figure 6 showing 

the manner of gripping a needle with the needle 
puller. ‘ - 
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Speci?cally describing the embodiment of the 
invention illustrated in Figures 2and 3, the ref 
erence character A indicates the ‘bodyoi‘ the de 
vice which is shown in the form of a thimble of 
the usual 'frusto-conical con?guration having v‘an 
open end surrounded‘ by a ‘rim 1 and 1a, closed 
end 2, the sides and end having the usual inden 
tations or serrations to facilitate engagement 
with the end of a needle 'for ‘pushing the needle 
through material being ‘sewed. The body A may 
be of any suitable size and shape and formed v‘of 
any suitable material. 
Extending transversely and prefer-ably diag 

onally across the closed end portion of the ‘body 
is a tube B for ‘receiving a needle C ‘when it is 
desired to pull the needle through the material 
being sewed which is generally designated D. 
The inner surface ofthe vtube B has needle grip 
ping portions which are shown in the vform of 
serrations or corrugations 3 at one ‘side of the 
tube and a resilient blade 4 projecting ‘into the 
tube at the diametrically opposite side ‘thereof, 

a so ‘that when -a needle is s'lippedinto vthe tub'e,ror 
the tube "is slipped over ‘the endof a needle ‘as 
shown ‘in Figure -1, the ‘needle ‘will be‘ frictiohally 
gripped between the corrugated surf-ace 3 and 
the'bla'de '4. When the needle is so gripped the 
thimble may be ‘manipulated-as a handle soa's to - 
pull the vneedle through the material D, ‘the .cor 
rugated surface 3 and blade! preventing relative 
slipping of the tube ‘B and the needle. 

If desired an inverted cup-‘shaped ?nger shield 
6 may be-lsec'ured in the ‘thimble-inwardly of the ‘ 
tube -B toi-prote'ct the ?nger oifthe ‘Weare'r-of-the 
thimble from contact with the tube as shown in 
Figure ‘4. v 

The corrugated surface» 3 andlblade v4 may be 
formed integrally with the tube B ‘as shown in 
Figures 2 and}, and of .courseothersgripping ele-' 
l'me‘nts than the corrugated surface and blade 
may ‘be utilized. 7 

1A further “modification vof the invention -is 
shown in Figures 5v to 8 inclusive where the 
needle puller is shown as comprising a tubular 
frusto-conical body E having aligned diametri 
cally opposite openings 1 in its walls and a needle 
gripping block 8 secured within the body below 
said openings and formed with a needle bearing 
surface or groove 9 in alignment with the open 
ings ‘I. Movably mounted in one end of the body 
.to cooperate with the needle gripping block 8 is 
a jaw comprising a block [0 of a thickness to 
loosely ?t within the groove 9 and which is se 
cured centrally of its length by a stud II on a 
thumb piece I2 which also forms the needle. 
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pushing end of the thimble. This thumb piece 
is shown as comprising a main portion I3 having 
a depending cylindrical shank I4 on its inner 
side extending into the open end of the body E 
and formed with an outturned perimetral ?ange 
I5 which underlies an inturned perimetral ?ange 
I 6 on the body E. Normally the main portion I2 
of the thumb piece rests on the exterior of the 
?ange I6 of the body as shown in Figures 6 and 
7 and the ‘?ange I5 is in spaced relation to the 
?ange I6; and the jaw I0 is normally spaced from 
the bottom of the groove 9 a distance less than 
the diameter of an ordinary needle. However, 
when a needle is inserted through the openings 
‘I and into the groove 9, the jaw I0 is pushed out 
wardly of the body E as shownin Figure 8, 
this outward motion of the jaw and thumb piecev 
being limited by engagement of the ?ange I 5 by 
the ?ange I6, 
When it is desired to pull a needle, the needle 

is slipped into the openings 1 as shown in vFigures 
1 and 87 and the body E is gripped as shown by 
solid lines in Figure 1. Then the thumb of the 
operator’s' hand is pressed ?rmly against the 
thumb piece I2 as shown by broken lines in Fig 
ure 1 so as to tightly clamp the needle between 

‘ the jaw I0 and the block 8, whereupon by proper 
ly manipulating the body E, the needle can be 
pulled easily through the material D. , 
The. block 8 may be secured in the body E 

in any suitable manner but is shown as secured 
by pins I8 passing through the walls of the 
body into the openings in the block. 

Also the jaw I0 may be connected to the thumb 
‘ piece I2 in any suitable way, but the riveted stud 

I I is a convenient connection and preferably the 
thumb piece is rotatable relatively to the jaw I0. 
Other modi?cations and changes in the details 

of construction of the needle puller will occur 
to those skilled in the art as within the spirit 
and scope of the invention. 7 

I claim: . 

1. A needle puller comprising a tubular body 
one end of whichis formed to receive a_ ?nger, 
said body having opposite openings in its wall 
to receive a needle therethrough, a needle grip 
ping block within said body having a needle bear 
ing surface in alignment with said openings, a 

, jaw at the other end of said body and cooperative 
with said block’ to grip ‘a needle between them, 

‘ and a thumb piece for said jaw projecting from 
the second-mentioned endof the body for actu 
ating the 'jaw, said thumb piece being a disk nor-' 
mally closing the second-mentioned end of said 

2. A needle puller comprising a vtubular body 
one end of which is formed to receive a ?nger, 

. said body having opposite openings in its'wall to 
receive a needle therethrough, a‘needle gripping 
block within said body, a jaw at the other end of 
said body and cooperative with said block to grip 
a needlebetweenthem, and a’ thumb piece for 
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said jaw projecting from the second-mentioned 
end of the body for actuating the jaw, said block 
having a groove in alinement with said openings 
to receive a needle, and said jaw comprising‘a 
block of a width to loosely enter said groove. 

3. A needle puller comprising a tubular body 
one end of which is formed to receive a ?nger, 
said body having opposite openings in its wall 
to receive a needle therethrough, a needle grip 
ping block within said body, a jaw at the other 
end of said body and cooperative with said block 
to grip a needle between them, and a thumb piece 
for said jaw projecting from the second-men 
tioned end of the body for actuating the jaw, 
said block having a groove in alinement with said 
openings toreceive a needle, and said jaw com 
prising a block of a width to loosely enter said 
groove, said thumb piece being a disk normally 
closing the second-mentioned end of said body, 
and said jaw being rotatably connected to said 
thumb piece centrally thereof. 

4. A needle-pulling thimble comprising a tu 
bular frusto-conical body formed at one end to 
‘receive a ?nger having diametrically opposite 
openings to receive a needle therethrough, means 
within said body for gripping a needle disposed 
in said openings and including two relatively mov 
able parts to grip a needle between them, and a 
thumb piece for one of said parts projecting from 
the other end of said body, said thumb piece be 
ing a disk to normally abut and close said body 
at the second-mentioned end. 

5. A needle-pulling thimble comprising a tubu- ' 
lar frusto-conical body formed at one end to re 
ceive Ia ?nger having diametrically opposite open 
ings to receive a needle therethrough, means with? 
in said body for gripping a needle disposed in 
said openings and including two relatively mov 
able parts to grip a needle between them, and a 
thumb piece for one of said parts projecting from 
the other end of said body, said thumb piece be 
ing a disk to normally abut and close said body ‘ 
at the second-mentioned end, said body having 
an inturned ?ange at said end and said thumb 
piece disk having a cylindrical shank extending 
loosely into said body and provided with an out- 7 
turned ?ange underlyingand to abut said ?ange 
on said body for limiting movement of the thumb - 
piece outwardly from said body. 
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