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My invention relates- to> improvements in 
soap supplying sponges for- general utility pur 
poses and especially for use in bathing. 
The primary object of my invention is to> pro 

vide an inexpensive artificial sponge adapted for 
containing a bar of soap, or the like, securely 
confined therein against slipping out of the 
sponge, the sponge being especially designed and 
constructed for working up and discharging a 
thick lather in a manner to conserve soap, and 
special provision being made for easily and 
quickly inserting a bar of soap into the sponge 
when required.  

Another object is to provide a sponge of the 
character and having the advantages above 
set forth and in which provision is made for 
minimizing injury to the sponge by caustics and 
chemicals contained in the soap, whereby the 
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sponge is rendered durable and will not quickly  _ 
lose its resiliency. 

Other and í'subordinate objects, within the 
purview of my invention, together with the pre 
cise nature of my improvements will be readily 
understood when the succeeding description and 
claims are read with reference to the drawing 
accompanying and forming part of this specifica 
tion. 
In said drawing: 
Figure 1 is a view in perspective of my improved 

soap supplying sponge in a preferred embodi 
ment thereof; 

Figure 2 is a view in longitudinal section taken 
on the line 2-2 of Figure 1; 
Figure 3 is a View in longitudinal section taken 

on the line 3-3 of Figure 2; 
Figure 4 is a view in perspective of the snap 

fastener strips; and _ 
Figure 5 is an enlarged fragmentary view in 

longitudinal section of the slit end of the body. 
Referring now to the drawing by numerals, my 

improved sponge in the illustrated embodiment 
thereof comprises a body I of sponge rubber 
which, because of its porosity and resiliency, is 
Well adapted to function in the same manner as 
the natural sponge. The body I is preferably of 
elongated, rectangular, ñat form and is hollow 
to provide in the median plane thereof a cor 
respondingly shaped cavity 2 for containing a 
bar of soap 3 therein. Ducts 4 extend from vone 
side of the cavity 2 to one broad side of the 
body I for admitting water into the cavity 2 
to be mixed with soap by squeezing the body I, 
and discharged from said ducts in the form of 
soapy water or lather, as the case may be. 
The cavity 2 is lined by a coating on the Walls 
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2 
ofthe cavity filling the pores of the sponge rubber 
and which is of a material more resistant to 
injurious action by caustics, and other chemi-  
cals in soap, than sponge rubber. The coating, 
designated 5, may take the form of liquid rubber 
which has set, or any other similar resilient 
stretchable material. 
A slit 6 is formed in one end of the body I to 

extend part way along the same and to the 
cavity 2, in the median plane of the body I, and 
to be spread apart to form an opening for intro 
ducing the bar of soap 3 into said cavity. The 
slit E is stepped along its inner edge to form 
a lip 'I extending along said edge and normally 
seating in a conforming groove 8 to form a seal 
along said edge of the slit preventing -the bar 
of soap 3 from working into said slit, spreading 
the slit apart and slipping out of the same. 
A pair of opposed strips of flexible material 

are ñxed in the slit 6 outwardly of the lip 1 by 
cement, not shown, these strips, designated 9 
being provided with snap fasteners for securing 
the same together to maintain the slit 6 closed. f 
Edge tabs II on the strips 9 projecting out of 
the slit 6 are provided for grasping to con 
veniently spread the> slit 6 open and simul 
taneously pull the strips apart by disengaging the 
snap fasteners I0. 
A pair of strips I2 of relatively hard but flexi 

ble material, for instance rubber impregnated 
fabric, and embedded in the slit end of the body I at 
opposite ends of the slit 6, crosswise of said 
ends, whereby said slit 6 is rendered I-shaped 
to facilitate spreading the same apart and said 
strips I2 reenforce the body I at 'the ends of the 
slit 6 against spreading outwardly away from said 
ends. The strips I2 may be provided with right 
angled inner edge flanges I3 for anchoring the 
same in the body I. 
The foregoing will, it isbelieved, suñice to 

impart a clear understanding of my invention, 
since the manner in which the sponge is de 
signed to be used and to function will be clear 
from the description of the construction thereof. 

Manifestly', tîhe invention, as described, is 
susceptible of modification, without departing 
from the inventive concept, and right is herein 
reserved to such modiñcations as fall within the 
_scope of the appended claim. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed 

as new is: 
A sponge comprising a body of porous sponge 

rubber formed with a cavity in the median plane 
thereof adapted to contain a bar of soap, said , 
body having ducts therein extending from the 
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Cavity to the surface of the body for admitting 
liquid into the cavity to form a lather with the 
soap and be discharged out of said ducts, said 
body having a slit extending therein to the cavity 
for spreading apart to form an opening for in 
troducing a bar of soap into the cavity, said slit 
being stepped along its inner edge to form a lip 
along said edge normally seating in a conforming 
groove to form a seal along said edge of the slit 
for preventing the bar of soap from Working into 
the slit, spreading the slit apart, and slipping 
out of said slit, and a pair of opposed strips of 
flexible material ñxed in the slit outwardly of 
said lip and provided with snap action fasteners 
for securing the same together to maintain the 
slit closed, said lip when the opening is closed 
overlapping the inner edges of said strips to form 
a seal along said edges. 

ANDREW G. MTH. 
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