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This invention relates to a convertible .furni- ‘ 
ture piece; and the invention has reference,_more 
vparticularly, to a novel’ chair structure which is 
convertible, by simple manipulation, to option 
allyprovide a reclining chair, a couch or a table. ,. 
The invention has for an object to provide a 

simple and e?lcient convertible ‘chair structure 
formed by a plurality of sections and a support 
.ing leg structure therefor, saidsections compris 
ing a seatisection, a back section and .a leg rest 
section, and said .sections being articulated or 
pivotally interconnected with each other and 
with the leg structure in such novel .manner that 
swinging movements of the back section are 
automatically transmitted to the other sections, 
whereby to dispose said sections vin various se 
lected relative positions adaptedeto optionally 
provide a reclining chair arrangement thereof, 
a substantially ?atly extended couch-like var 
rangement thereof, or a folded arrangement 
thereof wherein the back section is disposed rela 
tive ‘to the supporting leg structure and above 
the other folded sections so as 'toprovidea ‘table 
arrangement. 
The invention has ‘for another object to pro 

‘vide a novel chair structure, characterized as 
above stated, wherein side 'or arm rest mem 
..bers are arranged so as to be immovably sup 
:ported by the leg structure, and wherein the 
articulated back, seatand leg-rest sections are 
'pivotally suspended ‘from said side or arm rest 
‘members. 

Another object of the ‘invention is to provide 
a novel convertible chair ‘structure, character 
ized as above stated,'wherein the foldable articu 
la'ted sections and parts thereof are separable 
from ‘the supporting leg structure so as to be 
removable therefrom, whereby said ‘sections and 
‘parts ‘and said ‘leg structure, when separated, 
may 'be respectively collapsed and reduced, to 

' comparatively small ‘bulk for storage or for pack 
iing ‘into "a suitable portable carrying means “by 
'which the chair structure maybe conveniently 
‘transported ‘if desired. 

Other objects of this ‘invention, ‘not at this 
‘time "more particularly enumerated, will .be un 
derstood .from the ‘following detailed description 
‘of the same. 
An illustrative embodiment .o'f_,.the, invention is 

shown ‘injthe accompanying drawings, .in which: . 
155g. .‘lzis ‘side elevational view of a conver 

tible chair. truciture made according to 'th‘isrlin 
'ventiom'th same being arranged ‘with its ‘articu 

. illcated JSBCtlOIIS as disposed :to provide an upright 
or straight “'Ebacked :ch'a'ir; ‘Fig. '2 .is a ‘longitudinal 
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2 
sectional view of the chairstructure showing .its 
articulated sections ‘as disposed to provide a ‘re 
clining chair; Fig. 3 is a similar longitudinal 
sectional view showing the articulated sections 
of the chair structure as disposed to provide a 
substantially ?atly extended couch-like arrange 
ment thereof; Fig. 4 is also a longitudinal sec 
tional view showing the articulated sections of 
the chairstructure as disposed to provide a table 
arrangement thereof; and Fig. *5 is a transverse 
vertical sectional view, taken on line 5-5 in 
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Fig. 4. 
Similar characters of reference are employed 

in the hereinabove described views, to indicate 
corresponding parts. 
Referring to the drawings, the illustrative em 

bodiment of the convertible chair structure of 
this invention, as therein shown, comprises a 
pair of immovably supported, laterally spaced 
apart, side members I0, preferably so formed 
that they may :serve as arm rests. These side 
members or arm rests ID are adapted "to be 
mounted :on a supporting leg structure. Prefer 
ably said leg structurevis "of collapsible-construc 
tion, and arranged so as to be .detacha‘bly ‘con 
nected with said side members ‘or arm rests ID 
‘in supporting relation thereto. One ‘construc 
tion and arrangement of collapsible leg struc 
ture, as shown, comprises pairs of crossed ;~leg 
members If and I2, pivotally joined ‘at 13, so 
as to be capable of being folded together in sub 
stantially parallelly aligned relation. The upper 
end of the inner leg member H of reach pairof 
leg members, when the latter are extended to 
operative relation, is adapted to abut the under 
side or edge of a side member or arm rest 10. 
Suitable releasable fastening means, such a. g. 
as the hoe-k and stud means H (see Fig. l),1are 
provided for detachablysecuring said legsmem 
hers .I l in the described supporting relation to 
the side members or arm rests 10,. The upper 
end of the outer leg member I 2 of each ‘pair 
of leg members, when said leg members are :ex 
tended to operative relation, is adaoted ‘to lap 
the outer side or face of a side member :or arm 
rest Ill. Suitable releasable fastening means, 
such e. g. .as the stud and wing-nut means 15 
4 (see Fig. 1.),v are provided for detachably-secur 
ing said leg ,members .12 in the described sup 
porting relation to the. side members 2.01. 
‘rests 1.0. Across-tie .or bar 13' is secured .toiand 

v.Lbetwern the rearwardly extending lower portions 
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:oicorresponding leg members of said pal-rs ‘there 
of. as 1e. g.‘ between .suchgponti'ons or the leg 
.mem'hers ‘l1. 
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The articulated movable sections of the chair 
structure comprise a seat section I6, a back sec 
tion I1, and a leg rest section IS, the latter pref 
erably terminating in a foot rest section I9. 
The rearward end of the seat section I6 is 
hingedly connected at 20 with the lower extrem 
ity of the back section I1. Said back section 
I1 is fulcrumed, at a point upwardly spaced from 
its hinged connection 20 with said seat section 
I6, by hinge or pivotal connections 2I with the 
rearward ends of the side members or arm rests 
Ill. The forward end of the seat section I6 is 
suspended from the forward ends of the side 
members or arm rests III by swingable links 22. 
The upper ends of said links 22 are respectively 
pivotally connected at 23 with the forward ends 
of said side members or arm rests I0, and the 
lower ends of said links 22 are respectively piv 
otally connected at 24 with the respective opposite 

_,_sides of the forward end of said seat section I6. 
By the described arrangement, that portion of 
the back section I1 which extends between its 
hinge or pivotal connections 2I with the rear 
ward ends of the side members or arm rests I0 
and its hinge connection 20 with the rearward 
end of the seat section I6, provides a swingable 
rearward linkage 22' cooperative with the swing 
able forward linkage provided by the links 22, 
whereby the seat section I6 is swingably sus 
pended from the side members or arm rests I0, 
while that portion of the back section I1, which 
extends above the hinge or pivotal connections 
2I with the rearward ends of the side members 
or arm rests I 6, provides a power applying lever- , 
age for transmitting to the thus suspended seat 
section I6 required forward and back swinging 
movements when adjusting said back and seat 
sections to various desired positions adapted to 
optionally convert the chair structure to reclin 
ing chair, couch or table arrangement. 
The upper or inner end of the leg rest section 

I8 is hingedly connected, also at 24, with the 
forward end of said seat section I6, but is so 
?xed to the links 22 as to constitute in effect 
a rigid extension thereof. Pivotally connected 
respectively with opposite sides of the forward 
end portion of the seat section I6, at points 25 
rearwardly spaced from the leg rest hinge con 
nection at 24, are the upper ends of lever bars 
26 which extend downwardly in spaced relation 
and more or less parallel to the sides of said leg 
rest section I8. The lower ends of said lever 
bars 26 and the lower end of said leg rest sec 

. tion I8 are interconnected by coupling links 21 
pivotally related thereto by the respective hing 
ing connections 28 and 29. Integral with the for 
ward ends of said coupling links 21 are exten 
sions 30 thereof which project beyond the lower 
or outer end of said leg rest section I8. To and 
between these link extensions 30 is a?ixed the 
foot rest section I9, whereby the same is articu 
lately related to the lower or outer end of said 
leg rest section I 8. 
In an illustrative arrangement of the above de 

scribed sections and their articulating connec 
tions, as shown, said sections are preferably, al 
though not necessarily, combined with rigid me 
tallic frame portions, of either flat, or tubular 
stock, to which and between which the section 
bodies may be suitably secured.v Such framepor 
tions may comprise frame pieces 3 I to which are 
?xedly secured the side members or arm rests 
III, which frame pieces terminate in the hinging 
or pivotal connections 2I and '23; frame pieces 
32 to which are ?xedly secured the sides of the 
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seat section I6, which frame pieces terminate 
in the hinging or pivotal connections 20 and 24; 
frame pieces 33 to which are ?xedly secured sides 
of the back section I1, the lower ends of which 
frame pieces terminate in the hinging or pivotal 
connection 20; and frame pieces 34 to which are 
?xedly secured the sides of the leg rest section 
I8; said frame pieces 34 preferably being rigid 
extensions of the links 22. I 
The seat, back, leg rest sections I6, I1 and 

I8 and the foot rest section I9 if desired, may 
comprise suitably upholstered bodies, or option 
ally may comprise canvas or like bodies suitably 
attached to and between the frame pieces. 

A?'ixed to the rear face of the back section I1 
is a table top section 35 made of suitable mate_ 
rial and of desired peripheral shape or design. 
In the use and operation of the novel con 

vertible chair structure, to dispose the body sec 
tions in position to form a normal straightbacked 
chair (see Fig. 1), the back section I1 is swung 
forwardly to upright position about the hinging 
or pivotal connections 2I, whereby the rearward 
linkage 22’ is rearwardly swung relative to the 
supporting leg structure and ?xed side members 
or arm rests I0, thus producing a rearward move 
ment of the linkage suspended seat section I6. 
Since the leg rest section“ in effect constitutes 
a rigid extension of the links 22, the rearward 
swinging movement of the latter, which accom 
panies said rearward movement of the seat sec 
tion I5, produces a rearward and downward 
swinging movement of the leg rest section I8, 
whereby to dispose the same in a substantially 
perpendicular normal position. The rearward 
swinging movement of the leg rest spection I8 
is transmitted through the links 21 to the lever 
bars 26, thus causing the latter, as they swing 
about their fulcrum points 25, to exert a down 
ward thrust upon said links '21 operative to swing 
the same downwardly about their pivotal con 
nections 29 with the lower end of the leg rest sec 
tion I8, and thereby simultaneously swinging the 
extensions 30 of said links 21 with the foot rest 
I9 upwardly, so as to dispose the foot rest sec 
tion I9 in a substantially horizontal plane, sub 
stantially parallel to the plane of the seat sec 
tion I6, and thus substantially right angularly 
to the perpendicularly disposed leg rest section I8. 
From the above described straight backed chair 

arrangement, the body sections may be moved 
into reclining chair forming positions of selected 
inclination, and ?nally to couch forming ar 
rangement (see Figs. 2 and 3). This is accom 
plished by swinging the back section I1 rear 
wardly about the hinging or pivotal connections 
2I. By so doing, the rearward linkage 22' is 
forwardly swung relative to the supporting leg 
structure and ?xed side members or arm rests 
I0, thus producing a forward movement of the 
linkage suspended seat section I6, with accom 
panying forward swinging movements of the links 
22 and leg rest section I8, whereby, as the back 
section swings downwardly to a given upwardly 
inclined position, said leg rest I8 will swing up 
wardly to a substantially corresponding down 
wardly inclined position (see Fig. 2). At the same 

- time the upward swinging movement of the leg 
rest structure I8 is transmitted through the 
links 21 to the lever bars 26, thus causing the 
latter, as they swing about their fulcrum points 
25, to exert an upward pull upon said links 21 
operative to swing the same upwardly about their 
pivotal connections 29 with the lower end of the 
leg rest section I8, and thereby simultaneously 
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f ‘swing the extensions.“ vvof said links *2"l"down 
‘wardly, so as to‘maintain the ‘foot-rest section 
in substantially horizontal plane or plane 1sub— 
stantially parallel to the seat section IB '(again 
see ‘Fig. v2). 
wardly and._..downwardly swung to substantially 
horizontal plane, i. c. more or less into the plane 
of the ‘seat section It, with accompanying ‘up 
ward swing of the leg rest section l8 ‘and asso 
ciated movement-of the footrest section l9, so‘ 
that these latter sections arelalso ?nally brought 
into substantially horizontal plane, in whichcon 
:dition all the body sections are brought into more 

. or less common plane, whereby. to convert the 
, chair structure to ‘the ‘couch 'arrangementthere 

‘of (see Fig. '3). " , 

, ..The described relative movements of the body 
' section's-“are so "mutually- balanced, that con 
version of ithe ‘chair ‘structure; from straight 

rangeme‘nt may be accomplished simply by the 
occupant assuming a desired reclining position, 
since the balance of the sections permits the same 
to automatically follow the movement of the 
occupant’s body. For example, in changing from 
upright to reclining position the occupant leans 
back thereby exerting back swinging pressure 
upon the back section I‘! with accompanying for 
ward shifting movement of the seat section it 
andresultant upswinging movement of the leg 
rest section. To return the chair structure to up 
right condition, the occupant merely leans for 
ward or rises from the waist, thus removing back 
swinging pressure from the back section I"! and 
transferring body weight to the seat section It‘, 
which swings or forces the latter downward, thus 
not only effecting accompanying down swinging 
movement of the leg rest section I8,‘but also com 
pelling the back section I‘! to maintain pressure 
against the back of the occupant. 

It may be desired to releasably secure the chair 
structure in a desired reclining or couch arrange 
ment, so as to prevent the above described auto 
matic movements of the body sections in response 
to movements of the occupant’s body. Means for 
this purpose may take various forms and may be 
variously related to relatively movable parts of 
the chair structure. An illustrative form of 
means for such purpose, as shown, comprises a 
slotted fastener link 36 pivotally anchored by one 
end to a ?xed point, as e. g. the pivotal connec 
tion 24. Said “fastener link 36 is adapted to ex 
tend to and across the adjacent lever bar 26, and 
the latter is equipped with a stud and thumb 
nut fastener means 3'! engaged through the slot 
of said link 36. When the body sections have 
been positioned in desired relative disposition, the 
stud and thumb-nut fastener 31 may be tightened 
so as to bind the fastener link 35 to the lever bar 
25, thus preventing operative movements there 
of, and consequently of the entire articulated 
structure of which it forms a part. 
When the chair structure is not desired to be 

occupied, the same may be quickly and easily 
converted into a serviceable table arrangement. 
This is done merely by swinging the back section 
ll forwardly from its upright position and down 
wardly so as to rest upon the side members or arm 
restsv I0, and thus in horizontal plane,- with its 
table top portion 35 upwardly presented. Such 
forward and downward swinging movement of 
the back section l1, produces a rearward and up 
ward movement of the seat section it to dispose 
the same in underlying relation to the down 
swung back section. while at the same time, the 

The back section I‘! may be rear-1 
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..6 
‘ rearward'and ‘upward movement ‘of 'theseat ‘sec 
tion VI 6, produces through the induced movements 
of "links 122 and lever bars 26 a rearward and-up 
ward swinging movement of the leg rest section 
It, and a forward and upward swinging move 
ment of the foot rest section I9, so that these 
latter sections are likewise i'n-folded beneath "the 
seat section and lowered back section (see Figs. 
4 and 5). 
‘Having now described my invention, I claim: 
1. A furniture piece adapted to be optionally 

converted to chair or table form comprising a leg 
structure, laterally spaced stationary side mem 
bers supported by said leg structure, body sections 
including a back section and a seat section, each 
said section being of width less than the‘ spaced 
v‘separation of said side members, suspension link 

- means pivotally connected with and extending 

backed chair arrangement. through recliningllzo 
. chair'arrangements to a ?nal couch forming ar 

betweenthe forward ends of said side members 
and the forward end of said seat section,v a table 
top panel of a width exceeding the ‘spaced sepa 

"ration of said side members, said panel "being 
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a?ixed to the rear face of the back section, joint 
means extendingrearwardly from the side mem 
bers by which the back section is pivotally con 
nected therewith at points upwardly spaced from 
they lower end of the latter, and additional joint 
means for pivotally interconnecting the rearward 
end of the seat section with the lower end of the 
back section in spaced apart relation, said latter 
joint means comprising joint portions projecting 
rearwardly and upwardly from the seat section 
and pivotally joined to forwardly projecting joint 
portions extending from the lower end of the 
back section, whereby said back section may be 
swung forward and downwardly into horizontal 
superposed relation to the simultaneously lifted 
seat section with the table top panel supported 
by and across said side members to convert the 
furniture piece to table form. 

2. A furniture piece adapted to be optionally 
converted to chair or table form as de?ned in 
claim 1, wherein the body sections further in 
clude a leg rest section, a third joint means for 
pivotally interconnecting the upper end of the 
leg rest section to the forward end of the seat 
section in spaced apart relation, said third joint 
means comprising downwardly projected portions 
extending from the forward end of the seat sec 
tion and pivotally joined to the upper end portion 
of said leg rest section, whereby said leg rest sec 
tion may be swung rearward into underlying re 
lation to said seat section when the furniture 
piece is converted to table form, lever bar means 
pivotally connected with the sides of the seat 
section at points spaced rearwardly from the for 
ward end thereof, said lever bar means extending 
substantially parallel to the leg rest section, link 
means pivotally interconnected between the low 
er ends of the leg rest section and said lever bar 
means, and means to releasably secure said body 
sections in selected relatively adjusted disposi 
tion comprising a fastener link means pivoted by 
one end to joint means intermediate the spaced 
ends of said seat and leg rest sections, said fas 
tener link means intersecting said lever bar 
means, and manipulatable fastener means for 
releasably securing said link means to said lever 
bar means. i 

3. A furniture piece adapted to be optionally 
converted to chair or table form comprising a 
leg structure, laterally spaced stationary side 
members supported by said leg structure, body 
sections including a table top and back section 
and a seat section, said seat section being of 
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width less than and the table top being of a width 
greater than the spaced separation of said side 
members, suspension link means pivotally con 
nected with and extending between the forward 
ends of said side members and the forward end 
of said seat section, joint- means extending rear 
wardly from the side members by which the 
table top and back section is pivotally connected 
therewith at points upwardly spaced from the 
lower end of the latter, and additional joint 
means for pivotally interconnecting the rearward 
end of the seat section with the lower end por 
tion of the table top and back section, said latter 
joint means comprising joint portions projecting 
rearwardly and upwardly from ‘the seat section 
and pivotally joined to forwardly projecting joint 
portions extending from the lower end portion 
of the table top and back section at points spaced 
below said ?rst mentioned joint means, whereby 
said table top and back section may be swung 
forward and downwardly from .eréct chair back 
forming position into horizontal superposed rela 
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tion to the simultaneously lifted seat section and 
so as to be supported by and across said side 
members to convert the furniture piece to table 
form. 
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