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> 1 

v This invention relates to a collar or neckband 
support or protector which is adapted for use 
with a new or freshly laundered collar-attached 
shirt to prevent crumpling, crushing or wrinkling 
of the same. 

It is an object “of the invention to provide a 
very ‘simple one-piece ?exible paperboard collar 
support which is constructed with improved ri 
gidifying and bracing portions whereby it is 
adapted to sustain a substantial vertical crushing 
load when operatively positioned in the collar 
opening of a collar-attached shirt. 
Anotherobject of the invention is to ‘provide a 

protective support for a collar which is fabricated 
from a relatively small blank of paperboard stock 
by slitting and creasing the same to provide in 
tegrally related members having a truss-like sup 
porting action when properly positioned adjacent 
the neckband of the shirt and having an effective 
toggle-like action automatically urging the sup“ 
port into snug engagement against portions of the 
inside of the collar band. 
A more speci?c object of the invention is to 

provide a collar support consisting of a paper 
board or cardboard device having laterally ex- 
tending wing-like members which are adapted to 
be positioned between the collar and the neck 
band and an integral two-part panel which is 
folded partially upon itself and then ?exed into 
engaging position within the collar opening to 
provide a protecting and stiiTening means having 
portions extending above the top of the collar, 
which portions form a buffer of exceptional 
strength for protecting the collar against crush 
ing ‘when the shirts are piled on top of each other. 
These and other objects of the invention will be 

apparent from the description of the several 
forms of the invention which are shown by way 
of illustration in the accompanying drawings, 
wherein: ' 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of a blank which has been 
cut and creased to provide when set up a shirt 
collar support in accordance with the preferred 
form of the invention; 

_ Fig. 2 is a plan View of a man’s collar-attached 
shirt with the collar support partially applied 
thereto; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view similar to Fig. 2, illus 
trating the collar support in position on the shirt 
just prior to the ?nal folding and applying opera 
tion; 

‘ Fig. 4 is a section on the line 4-4 of Fig. 3, with 
dotted lines showing a portion of the support in 
a position which is intermediate the position 
shown in Fig. 3 and the ?nal position; 
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Fig. 5 is a plan view similar to Fig. 2 illus 

trating the collar support in its ?nal position; 
Fig. 6 is a cross section‘ on the line 6—6 of ' 

Fig. 5; 
Fig. 7 is a plan view similar to Fig. 5 illustrating 

a slightly modi?ed form of the support; 
Fig. 8 is a plan view of a blank which has been 

cut and creased to provide a further modi?ed 
form of the shirt collar support; 

Fig. 9 is a plan view illustrating thesupport of 
Fig. 8 in partially inserted position on the shirt 
collar; and 

Fig. 10 is a cross section on the line Ill-49 of 
Fig. 9 with the fully inserted position of the sup 
port indicated in dotted lines. ‘ 
Referring to Figs. 1 to 6 of the drawings which 

illustrate a preferred embodiment of the shirt 
collar support, a cardboard sheet of suitable 
grade and stiffness is cut and provided with 
crease lines to form a blank II] which is adapted 
to be applied to the shirt and simultaneously 
folded into operative position thereon. 
The blank I 0 includes a portion l I forming up 

wardly and outwardly curved laterally extending 
or projecting “arms or wings l2. A collar point 
protector tab I3 is integrally attached to the wing 
forming portion ll intermediate the ends of and 
at the lower side thereof. The protector tab I3 
is adapted to hinge along the line 14 which is 
preferably a crease or score line. A. two-part 
panel portion 15 is integrally connected inter 
mediate the ends of the wing forming portion l l 
on the side opposite the protector tab I3 and is 
adapted to hinge along the line l6 which is 

» preferably a crease or score line. 
The panel I5 is divided into an upwardly 

curved inner portion 11 and an outer portion l8 
which are foldable ‘upon themselves about the 
line H! along which the panel is preferably slitted 
or otherwise weakened so that the portions I‘! 
and It will readily fold about the same. The 
line I9 is irregular, having short outer horizontal 
end portions 20, inwardly and downwardly slop 
ing intermediate portions 2! and a short hori 
zontal center portion 22 which results in a curv 
ing or bowing of the panel l5 when the portions 
I? and 18 are folded toward each other about 
the line IS. The panel portion I1 is separated 
from the wing forming portion H by irregular 
curved cutting lines 23 which terminate in cut 
out portions 24 forming on the lower edge of 
portion ll downwardly projecting points or tabs 
25 adjacent the center of the support. The panel 
portion 18 is provided with reduced projecting 
end formations 2B. 



' 2,587,860 
3 

The protector is positioned on the collar-at 
tached shirt 21 (Fig. 2) by ?rst inserting the 
arms I 2 between the collar flaps 28 and the neck 
band 29 of the shirt. The collar point protector 
tab 13 is hinged or bowed outwardly about the 
line l4 su?iciently to position the lateral ends of 
the tab [3 outside of the points of the collar flaps 
28. In this position the panel members l1 and 
I8 extend in a generally upward direction in the 
plane of the enter portion of the wing forming 
member II. The points or tabs 25 are then posi 
‘tioned inside the neckband by curving or ?exing 
the panel members I‘! and 18 about their vertical 
center and moving the tabs 25 into position (Fig. 
3). The support is fully ‘inserted by moving the 
top edge 30 of the panel portion 18 backwardly in 
bending relation about the line is (Fig. 4) . The 
ends of the panel members I‘! and 18 are auto 
matically pulled backwardly towards each other 
as the top edge 3!! of the panel member I8 pivots 
rearwardly and downwardly about the irregular 
fold line while the panel members I1 and I8 as 

~ sume a bowed or ?exed condition. As the panel 
members H and i8 are thus folded partially upon . 
themselves the top edge 39 of the panel member 
I8 is positioned in engagement with the back of 
the shirt 2‘! at the bottom of the neckband line. 
The forward portion of the panel member l8, 

along the line l9, extends in a generally vertical 
direction and projects above the front portion 
of the collar of the shirt 2'’. The central por 
tions of the arm forming member ll and the 
panel members I‘! and ‘It cooperate to form a 
truss or bridge-like rigidifying and strengthen 
ing 'means for the front of the collar and act as 
a buffer when ‘shirts provided with the supports 
are piled on each other. 
The panel members I‘! and I 8 are positioned in 

the collar opening by a toggle-like action as the 
panel portion [8 is folded backvvardly and down 
wardly about the line I 9, their ends automati 

' cally moving inwardly and downwardly into posi 
tion. The collar point protecting tab 13 is posi 
tioned with its ends on the outside of the collar 
flaps 28 to protect-the points of the flaps 28 from ‘ 
injury or wrinkling and to assist in holding the 
protector snugly in position. The surface of the 
collar point protector tab l3 may be provided 
with appropriate advertising matter.‘ The ends 
26 of the panel members I‘! and it‘ are urged 
outwardly against the back of the shirt by the 
resiliency of the material and help to retain the 
support in proper position on the shirt. ' 
A slightly modi?ed form of the collar support 

is illustrated in Fig. '7. In‘ this form the support 
3! includes a shirt encircling band 32 which is 
substituted for the collar point protector [3 of 
the preferred form, The band 32 is connected 
at 33 to the support 3! in the same manner as 
the collar point protector tab IS. The support 
3| is applied to the shirt 34 in the same manner 
as the preferred form and the shirt encircling 
band 32 is folded completely around the shirt 34 
with its ends secured in the back in any desired 
manner. The points of the collar ?aps 35 are 
positioned beneath the band 32 where they are 
protected from injury or wrinkling. 
A further modi?ed form of protector is shown 

in Figs. 8 to 10. The blank All is cut and creased 
to provide a portion 4| having relatively short 
laterally extending neckband engaging arms 42. 
A collar point protector tab 43 is integrally joined 
to the lower side of the arm forming portion 4| 
and is adapted to bend or bow along the connect 
ing line 44. A two-part panel 45 is integrally 
connected to the upper side of the portion, 4]; and‘ 
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is adapted to bend or bow along the connecting 
line 46. Small laterally extending tab members 
41 are cut from the material of the arm forming 
portion 4| and the panel 45 adjacent the con 
necting line 46. The panel 45 is divided into two 
portions 48 and 49 by an irregular fold line 58 
which may be slitted or otherwise weakened to 
insure folding of the panel portions 48 and 49 
therealong. The panel portion 48 is relatively‘ 
narrow and short while the panel portion 49 is 
substantially wider and longer, the ends 5! of 
the latter extending laterally a substantial dis~ 
tance and having sloping serrated edges. _ 
The blank 4!] is applied to the shirt 52 (Figs. 

9 and 10) by inserting the laterally extending 
arms 42 beneath the flaps 53 of the collar 54 with 
the laterally extending ends of the collar point 
protector tab 43 positioned outside the points of 
the collar ?aps 53. The panel members 48 and. 
49 are then ?exed or curved inwardly or rear‘ 
wardly to bring the panel member 48 inside the 
collar opening and into contact with the forward 
portion of the neckband 55‘ “ The panel member 
49 is then ‘in a generally upwardly and rearward 
ly sloping curved or bowed condition with its 
ends extending out over the sides‘ of the collar. 
The panel member 49 is then grasped at the‘ 
middle and~moved rearwardly and downwar'dllf 
to-fold about the line 50 and at the same time‘ 
bring the serrated‘ ends 55 down into position 
along- the inside of the neckband and the top 
edge 56 of the support into engagement with the 
back 51 of the shirt 52 (Fig. 10). The center 
portions of ‘the panel 48, the arm forming pore 
tion 4| and the collar point protector tab 43 ex— 
tend in the same general plane (Fig. 10) when 
the support is fully- inserted. The short tabs 41 
project outwardly over the outside of the collar 
at the top edges of the collar ?aps 53. The ends 
of the panel member 43 engage the neckband and 
are held in position in stiffening relation by the 
curved or flexed panel 49. The forward portion. 
of the panel member 449 extends downwardly in 
approximately a vertical position and forms with 

, the integral connecting portions of the protector 
members 48, 48 and :33 a triangular bridgeelike‘ 
support which extends above the top of the front 
portion of the shirt collar 55 and provides a buf~ 
fer of exceptional strength that protects the col 
lar from crushing when other shirts are piled 
upon it. ' t ‘ ' 

While particular details of construction and 
speci?c materials are referred to in describing 
the prefered form of the invention, it will be un 
derstood that other details of ‘construction and 
other materials may be resorted to within the 
spirit of the invention. ' " 

We claim: ' ‘ 

1. A collar protecting device comprising a’?ex 
ible sheet-like body ‘member having a‘ portion 
providing laterally projecting neckband engag 
ing wings adapted to be ?exed and positioned be 
tween the collar and the ‘neckband of a shirt, and 
an integral two-part supporting and locking 
panel integrally connected to said wing?for'ming 
portion intermediate the ends of said Wings, said 
two-part panel being provided with hinge means 
connecting the parts thereof at points which are 
relatively widely spaced along’ the length of the 
panel, and being adapted to be folded ‘upon it} 
self and positioned in toggle-like locking en 
gagement in the forward curved portion of the 
collar opening’, said panel whenso positioned in 
cluding a part immediately adjoining the inte 

Zw sral eoenee?ee Qt said panel and wins forming 
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portion which forwardly engages the rear sur 
face of the forward collar portion‘along a sub- ‘ 
stantial‘length theeof and an elongatedcollar 
engaging part disposed rearwardly of said first 
named part and said forward collar portion. 

‘2. Acollar‘protecting device comprisinga body 
member ‘of ?exible sheet-like material having 
laterally extending neckband engaging arms 
adapted to be positioned between the collar and 
the neckband of the shirt, a collar point protec 
tor tab integrally connected to one side of_, the 
arm members intermediate their ends, and a 
foldable panel integrally connected to the op 
posite side of the neckband engaging arms, said 
panel having a weakened irregular line inter 
mediate its side edges, which line includes hinge 
portions spaced substantially from one another 

a with reference to the length of the line, and. be 
ing ‘foldable upon itself about said hinge por 
tions to ?ex into curved relation for positioning 

, in toggle-like, spring thrust exerting engage-‘ 
ment with the inside of the neckband at the for 
ward portion of the collar opening, said panel 
when so positioned including a part immediately 
adjoining the integral connection of said panel 
and wing forming portion which forwardly en 
gages the rear surface of the forward collar por- * 
tion along a substantial length thereof and an ‘ 
elongated collar engaging part disposed rear 
wardly of said ?rst named part and said forward 
collar portion. - 

3. A collar protecting device comprising a body 
member of ?exible sheet material having integral 
laterally extending curved neckband engaging 
arms of substantial length adapted to be posi 
tioned between the collar and neckband of a 
shirt, and a foldable panel integrally joined to 
said arms intermediate their length, said panel 
being foldable upon itself along an irregular lon 
gitudinally curved line of length approximating 
that of the panel and being insertable within the 
collar opening to provide a curved truss-like, 
toggle action buffer member exerting spring 
thrust on the inside of said neckband and having 
its folded edge extending above the top edge of 
the collar, said panel when so positioned includ 
ing a part immediately adjoining the integral 
connection of said panel and wing forming por 
tion which forwardly engages the rear surface of 
‘the forward collar portion along a substantial 
length thereof and an elongated collar engaging 
part disposed rearwardly of said ?rst named 
part and said forward collar portion. 

4. A collar protecting device comprising a body 
member of ?exible sheet-like material having 
laterally extending wings adapted to be posi 
tioned between the collar and the neckband of 
the shirt, a collar point protector tab connected 
to one side of the wings intermediate their ends, 

. and a foldable panel connected to the opposite 
‘» side of the wings, said panel having an irregular 
fold line intermediate its side edges, which line - 
includes hinge portions spaced substantially 
from one another with reference to the length 
of the line, and being foldable upon itself about 
said hinge portions into curved relation for posi 
tioning in toggle-like, spring thrust exerting en 
gagement with the inside of the neckband at the 
forward portion of the collar opening, said panel 
when so positioned including a part immediately 
adjoining the integral connection of said panel 
and wing forming portion which forwardly en 
gages the rear surface of the forward collar por 
tion along a substantial length thereof and an 
elongated collar engaging part disposed rear~ 
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wardly ‘of said ?rst ‘named ‘part andsaid forward 
collar ‘portion. . 

5. A collar protecting‘device‘comprising-a body 
member of ?exible sheet material having lat 
erally extending curved ‘neckband engaging arms 
of substantial length adapted to be positioned 
between the collar and neckband of a shirt, and 
a foldable panel joined 'to‘said arms intermediate 
their length, said panel being foldable upon an 
irregular line of length of the order of the length 
of the panel and being insertable within the col 
lar opening to provide a truss-like, toggle action 
buffer portion of generally triangular section ex 
erting spring thrust on the inside of said neck 
band and having the folded top edge thereof ex 
tending above the top edge of the collar, said 
panel when so positioned including a part im 
mediately adjoining the integral connection of 
said panel and wing forming portion which for 
wardly engages the rear surface of the forward 
collar portion along a substantial length there 
of and an elongated collar engaging part dis 
posed rearwardly of said ?rst named part and 
said forward collar portion. 

6. A collar protecting device comprising a ?ex 
ible sheet-like body member having a portion 
providing laterally projecting neckband engag 
ing wings adapted to be ?exed and positioned 
between the collar and the neckband of a shirt, 
a collar tab protecting member integrally joined 
to one side of said wing forming port-ion inter 
mediate the ends thereof, and a two-part sup 
porting and locking panel joined to said wing 
forming portion at the opposite side thereof, said 
two-part panel being provided with hinge means 
connecting the parts thereof at points which are 
relatively widely spaced along the length of the 
panel, and being adapted to be folded upon itself 
and positioned in toggle-like locking engage 
ment in-the forward curved portion of the collar 
opening, said panel when so positioned includ 
ing a part immediately adjoining the integral 
connection of said panel and wing forming por 
tion which forwardly engages the rear surface of 
the forward collar portion along a substantial 
length thereof and an elongated collar engaging 
part disposed rearwardly of said ?rst named part 
and said forward collar portion. ‘ 

'7. A collar protecting device as claimed in 
claim 6 wherein said panel parts are of approx 
imately the same length and are separated by 
a bent fold line. 

8. A collar protecting device as claimed in 
claim 6 wherein said collar protecting tab mem 
ber comprises a shirt encircling band member. 

9. A collar protecting device as claimed in 
claim 6 wherein one of said panel parts is rel 
atively short and narrow and the other part is 
longer and wider, said parts being separated by 
a bent fold line. 

10. A collar protecting device as claimed in 
claim 9 wherein said other panel part is provided 
with serrated end edges. 

11. A collar protecting device ‘comprising a 
portion engageable between a collar and shirt 
neckband and a neckband engaging portion in 
tegrally connected to said portion, said neckband 
engaging portion including two ?exible, rela 
tively elongated panels hingedly related at rela 
tively widely spaced parts along their respective 
lengths and rearwardly of the integral connec 
tion of said portions, said device being folded 
upon itself and positioned in toggle-like locking 
engagement within the neckband of a shirt with 
the panel adjacent said integral connection en 
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gaging the inside'of the shirt neckband and the 
free ‘edge of the panel remote from said connec- UNITED STATES PATENTS 
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