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The present invention relates as a‘ device in the 
form of a folding book so constructed thatit‘may 
be used either for purposes of instruction,‘ or 
merely for amusement. The physical aii‘dcpsy 
chological principles which are responsible for 
the results obtainedby this invention include the 
re?ection of light from distinct and separated 
planar surfaces, the superposition of images upon 
transparent bodies, the effects of different hues, 
shadows, etc. These are all easily displayed in 
a series of scenes interlaced’ to accord with read~ 
ing matter, such as a tale or story, to which they 
lend a clear idea of the text. Likewise there ‘is 
also afforded the possibility ‘that the same viewer 
of this device can bring ‘about changes in the 
prepared dioramas for certain‘ effects, as well as 
also certain movements of the folding portions, 
all of which will contribute not only to the se 
curing of an in?nite number of scenes, but like 
wise will stimulate the ingenuity of the operator, 
by affording him the opportunity of determining 
the correct interleaving of the constituent parts 
of the device. 
One object of the invention is to afford a dio 

ramic book which is cheap and simple to con 
struct, and which yields perspective or three 
dimensional effects. 
Another object is to afford a book of this type 

which shall be capable of interchange or sub 
stitution of certain elements thereof, whereby : 
the skill of the operator is cultivated. 
Further objects and advantages of this inven 

tion will become apparent from the following de 
scription and from the hereunto annexed draw 
ings, which disclose a single possible embodiment 
of the instant invention, described solely by way 
of example and without thereby limiting the 
scope of the invention. ' 

Referring now to the drawings: 
Fig. 1 represents a book embodying the present 

invention, completely unfolded; 
Fig. 2 represents the book of 

half-folded position; 
Fig, 3 shows a detail of one of the dividing 

members of the book, and 
Fig. 4 shows a partial detail of one of inter 

changeable dioramic elements thereof. 
In all the ?gures, like reference numerals are 

appended to identical or similar elements, and 
the following description is to be read simul 
taneously upon a plurality of the ?gures of the 
drawings. 
The dioramic book consists of two covers, I and 

2, each of which is hinged for a portion approxi 
mately equal to half the width thereof, so that 

Fig. 1, but in a 
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at the points indicated by 3 and 4, these covers 
possess the requisite ?exibility. , 
Upon the ?xed portions 5 and 6 of the' above 

described covers are ‘arranged four or more sec. 
tions of thick paper or other similar material; 
which easily are spread out as shown in the draw 
ings, and constitute the dioramas: 
The diorama located at the extreme front‘; 1, 

as well as the diorama located at the extreme 
rear, 8, are of a height substantially equalt'o that 
of the covers I and 2, whilst the intermediate 
dioramas 9, 9, are made to be narrower,’ since 
these latter are intended to be removable in order 
that they can be exchanged for other and differ 
ent representations. . . 
The distance comprised ‘between, both covers; 

namely the length of the dioramas, is sub-divided 
into distinct compartments. In the illustration 
there are shown four such compartments, but a 
greater or less number may be employed, if so 

desired. 
For the purpose of providing a certain freedom 

of movement to both the ?xed dioramas 1 and 8, 
as well as the removable dioramas 9, 9, in order 
to accomplish the folding of these elements, as 
shown in Fig. 2, there have been provided in the 
intermediate spacing elements Ill, 2. series of sym 
metrically arranged apertures ll, each of which 
is provided with a convergent passageway l2, 
extending towards the exterior in such fashion 
that through each one can be inserted the corre 
sponding diorama, by means of an opening l3, 
provided in these latter, as displayed in Fig. 4. 
In this manner the fastening of the transversal 

be perfectly assured, when 
the portions [4 of the dioramas are locked into 
the apertures I I. On the other hand, the trans 
verse spacers will have arranged upon the lateral 
portions thereof interlocking with the dioramas, 
a series of prismatic projections 15, which latter 
are later lodged in the little apertures provided 
in the dioramas ‘I and 8, thus fastening these last 
together with the removable dioramas 9, 9, and 
facilitating the rearward movement thereof, 
when folding the device as a whole, as shown in 

Fig. 2. 
The dioramas 1 and 9 are provided, in each 

‘division thereof with an appropriate cut-out por 
tion in accordance with the printed matter dis 
played upon the pages IB, which are found ar 
ranged directly behind the covers I and 2. 

In this fashion, for example, the ?xed diorama 
1 would be provided with a cut-out l1, and the 
movable dioramas 9, would be provided with re 



spective cut-out 
and 19. 
Since the superposition of the cut-outs l1, l8 

and I 9 brings about a space, substantially free, 
between each one, thus producing an interesting 
scene, then the intensity of the light re?ected 
from each surface of each diorama, the color of 
the same, the possibility of more Or less shadow, 
and the semi-folded position of each diorama, all 
contribute to giving the spectator a more realistic 

portions, such as shown at I8 

view of the story which has been read on the 
pages 16. 

While the dioramas have been, in the foregoing 
description, described as formed of fairly thick 
paper, which is usually relatively-opaque, it is 
to be understood that it is possible to form the 
portions constituting the actual'dioramas, or any 
individual portion, of a suitable material which 
shall be translucent or transparent, such'as thin 
ner and less opaque paper, suitable plastic mate 
rial, and the like.‘ - .When such materials are used, 
the partial or complete transmission of light will 
giverise to additional visual effects. 
ample, the re?ection of colored light 
the appearance of other portions of the 

Other, changes and variations of the embodi 
ment herein described and shown willbe apparent 
to those skilled in the art, and I am accordingly 
limited only by the scope of the hereunto append 
ed» claim. . a 11 

What is claimedand desired to be secured by 
Letters Patent of‘ the United States of America 
is: - ' 

will alter 
diorama. 

A dioramic book comprising two spaced sep 
arate covers of relatively stiff material, a series 
of transversely foldable longitudinally disposed 

in. 
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dioramic sheets some of which are a?ixed to the 
covers, a plurality of transverse spacing elements 
intermediate the covers, interlocking means hold 
ing said spacing elements substantially rigidly 
joined to said dioramic sheets at the points where 
said sheets are foldable, said covers being pro 
vided with a ?exible hinge-like portion substan 
tially at the place where the front dioramic sheet 
is joined thereto, and said dioramic sheets being 
provided with registering apertures and display 
cut-outs, whereby when unfolded, said dioramic 
sheets are substantially rigidly held parallel to 
one another in separated planes. 
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