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This invention relates to bust supporters. 
The object of the invention is to provide a bust 

supporter so constructed as to enable the infant 
to be fed, without the necessity of removing the 
usual shoulder straps, and. so constructed as to 
form a satisfactory bust supporter during the 
non-feeding time. 
For this purpose, the invention consists of a 

bust supporter having a main body portion which 
acts to support the busts, and which has inwardly 
thereof, pockets for removable drip pads, and 
which has a front member extending over the 
front of the main portion in overlapping relation 
ship, to coordinate with the main portion, so as 
to form a complete bust support with the main 
portion, during non-feeding time, but which when 
disconnected from the main support and bent 
upwardly, permits exposure of the top portion 
of the main body portion, to enable infant feeding. 
The invention embodies structural features to 

carry out the foregoing, and make a compact and 
strong and e?icient structure. 
The invention will be further described, an 

embodiment thereof shown in the drawings, and 
the invention will be ?nally pointed out in the 
claim. 
In the accompanying drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective front view of the im 

proved bust supporter, with one side closed, and 
the other side open; 

Fig. 2 is a vertical section taken on line 2—2 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a vertical section taken on line 3-—3 
of Fig. 1; 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the improved bust 
supporter, with both sides closed, showing also 
the rear parts; and 

Fig. 5 is a partial front view of Fig. 1, showing 
the open right hand portion, without the drip pad. 

Similar characters of reference indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the various views. 

Referring to the drawings, the supporter Ill has 
the usual body envelopingr portion I3, as shown 
in Fig. 4., openable at the rear, with shoulder 
straps l I,adjustable at [2. 
The body portion [3 has at its front a gore M of 

elastic material, as shown, and extends around 
the body of the wearer to be held by a strap and 
buckle, as shown. The lower edge of the body 
portion I3 is substantially straight and the upper 
edge l5 is concavely curved having two parts l6 
and 5‘! formed in curved outward shape l9 to 
accommodate a bust, which is attained by the 
darts l8. At the sides of each bust support 
formed by the body portion, a front member 20 
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is secured at 2| and 22. The ends of the front 
member are secured by stitching one to a vertical 
staylike formation 23, formed by overlapping ma 
terial and double stitching 24, and the other end 
to stitching 21 to the adjacent end of the other 
front member. The overlapping material with 
the stitching 21, forms a central strengthening 
rib. As stated the front member 20 has two like 
parts, joined at the central portion by a double 
lined stitching 21, which at the same time secures 
the front member to the main body portion. 
The important feature is that the main body 

portion acts as a bust supporter, and that the 
front member is so shaped as to conform to the 
main body portion, so that the two overlapping 
members form so to say one member to support 
the busts. 
The main body member I3 has a rear pocket 

29 formed by a rear pocket forming piece 28, 
which is stitched to the lower edge portion of the 
main body l3, and has its upper edge extended in 
curved manner upwardly to be secured at its ends 
to the main body member at its rear (Figs. 2 and 
3, and the curved dotted line in Fig. 5). The ob 
ject of the pocket 29, is to receive a liquid ab 
sorbing pad, which is replaceable and preferably 
of the type described in U. S. Letters Patent No. 
1,987,965 of January 15, 1935, granted June 25, 
1934. A drip pad is shown in Fig. 1 but omitted 
in the other ?gures. 
The lower edge of the front member 20 is 

shaped into a general V shape extension 30 to 
enable its tip to extend almost to the bottom edge 
of the main member at its lowest portion, and 
is provided with a fastening device 3|, such as 
a socket to cooperate with its matching member 
32, secured to the main member. The front mem 
ber extension 30 when unfastened may be bent 
upwardly over the main portion of the front 
member, and when so disposed, access to the up 
per portion of the main member may be had, 
which on being slightly lowered permits the bust 
to feed the infant. After feeding, the front mem 
ber is again closed down and fastened and then 
acts as a part of the bust supporter as described. 
'While the extension is bent up (Fig. 3), its lat 
eral portions act as hinges 33 and 34. 
The shoulder straps have an adjustable de 

tachable connection with a V-shaped elastic band 
35, of which each leg 36 is secured to the top 
edge of the front member, and the loop so formed 
has a hook to engage suitable notches in the 
shoulder straps, in the well known manner. 
The double stitching shown by the parallel 

dotted lines along the margins strengthens the 
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material to form a rib like strengthening member. 
One of the advantages of the improved struc 

ture is that the infant may be fed, without un 
loosening the shoulder straps, and also and per 
haps more important, that the infant feeding 
bust supporter is so constructed as to assure a 
satisfactory support when not used in the feeding 
position. 

I wish it to be understood that I do not desire 
to be limited to the exact details of construction 
shown and described, for obvious modi?cations 
will occur to a person skilled in the art. 

I claim: 
In a bust support having a main body portion 

for partially encircling the body of the user and 
having detachable belt portions at its rear ends 
completing the encirclement of said body, said 
belt portions having the rear ends of shoulder 
straps secured thereto, the combination of said 
body portion having an upper edge having pock 
ets at its front for the reception of drip pads, 
said pockets opening at said upper edge of said 
body portion, said body portion having a lower 
substantially straight circumferential edge and 
curved contour portions between said upper and 
lower edges for the reception of the breasts, and 
a front member having its ends and median por 
tion secured to the main body portion at the 
front of the same, and having curved contours 
extending from above the upper edge of said body 
portion toward said lower circumferential edge 
and in proximity thereto, forming ?ap like ex~ 
tensions extending in overlapping faying rela 
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tionship with the curved contour portions of the 
main body portions, means detachably fasten 
ing said ?aps at their free lower ends to the main 
body portion, and means detachably fastening 
the upper parts of the front member to the front 
ends of said shoulder straps, whereby said ?aps 
may be fastened to the lower part of the main 
body portion, the curved contours of the front 
member conforming to the contours of the bust 
portion of the main body member, and enclosing 
the top curved portions of the pockets of the main 
body portion, and said flap like extensions may 
be disconnected and folded up, for access to the 
upper edge of the main body portion and to the 
pocket openings, for infant feeding. 

LILLIAN J. MEARES. 
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