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1 
Our invention relates to improvements in game 

apparatus and is directed more particularly to 
the provision of a novel and improved type of 
means for playing a game indoors on a rug or 
outdoors on a lawn, all as may be desired, and to 
an improvement in the playing devices for games 
of the ball and mallet type. _ 

It‘ is the principal object of our invention to 
provide a novel and improved construction 
whereby a lawn billiards game results which in 
corporates certain of the features of croquet, or 
similar lawn or rug games of the ball and mallet 
type. 
There is the further provision of a new and 

novel construction whereby the playing of the 
game with a maximum amount of ease and with 
a minimum degree of effort is made possible. 
With the above primary object in view, it is 

another object of our invention to provide a con 
struction of the above described character which - 
is relatively simple and compact in accordance 
with the demands and desires of manufacturers 
and purchasers alike and which is not only at 
tractive in its appearance and practical in its 
value but also reliable in its operation and 
thoroughly e?icient in its use. 
These objects we accomplish by means of such 

structure and relative arrangement of parts 
thereof, as will fully appear by a perusal of the 
description below and by various speci?c fea 
tures which will be hereinafter set forth. 
To the above cited and other ends and with the 

foregoing and various other novel features and 
advantages and other objects of our invention as 
will become more readily apparent as the descrip- ‘ 
tion proceeds, our invention consists in certain 
novel features of construction and in the com 
bination and arrangement of parts as will be 
hereinafter more particularly pointed out in the 
claims hereunto annexed and more fully de 
scribed and referred‘to in connection with the ac 
companying drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a side elevational view of a playing de 
vice used in the game of our invention; 

' Fig. 2 is a top plan view of the device shown 
in Fig. 1; . . . 

Fig.3 is a side elevational view of the playing 
device shown in Fig. 1 in association with the 
ground with which it may be adapted for a partic 
ular. kind of use; and ‘ 

Fig. 4 is a plan view of the game of our inven 
tion showing a plurality of the playing devices 
shown in Fig. 1 in operative relation. 

‘ In the above mentioned drawings annexed 
hereto and forming a part of thisspeci?cation, 
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2 Claims. (01. 273-756) 

we have‘ shown but one embodiment of our in 
vention which is deemed preferable, but it is to 
be understood that changes and modi?cations 
may be made within the scope of the appended 
claims without'departing from the spirit‘of the 
invention. ‘ ‘ 

Referring now to the different drawings more 
in detail; in which similar characters of reference 
indicate corresponding parts in all the ?gures 
and referring more particularly to the preferred 
form of our invention selected for illustrative pur 
poses, we have shown a wall member which is 
comprised of a curving semi-circular shaped side 
wall 12 which extends vertically relative to the 
surface on which the game is played such as the 
ground or a rug. The side wall I 2 is so con 
structed that, when placed upon a rug or the 
ground, the member rests thereupon along its 
lowermost edge portion 13. 
At the opposite extremities of the side wall It’, 

curved end portions M are turned back upon the 
side wall proper so as to ‘provide openings l5 
therethrough for use as will presently be observed. 
The openings l5 may be otherwise provided if 
desired. . r 

A gate member comprises a pair of U-shaped 
wicket members 2! each having a pair of side 
arms 22 from each of which depends a down 
wardly extending extremity which has a tapered 
and pointed end 23 for insertion into the ground 
if desired. , , . 

A coupling member 24 is provided which serves 
to hold loosely together in adjacency one of the 
side arms 22 of one of the U-shaped. members 
with the adjacent side arm 22 of the other of 
the U-shaped members in a manner substantially 
as shown in Fig. 1. 
The outermost side arms of the pair of U 

shaped members are receivable I through the 
openings l5 of the pocket member, when the 
wicket member and pocket member are joined 
together in operative relationship whereby the 
side wall member I2 and the U-shaped ‘members 
are disposed in‘ parallel vertical planes, all as 
shown in Fig. 3. ' I 

The centrally disposed side arms vwhich are 
held together in pivotal relationship as to each 
other by the ‘coupling member 24, as aforesaid, 
serves as a guide post around which a ball B 
must pass as it ‘ ‘passes through” the playing piece 
formed by'the combining of the member 12 and 
the members 2| and 2!. I 
The ends 23 are insertable into the ground G 

or other outdoor surfaces when it is desired to 
play the ‘game-on a lawn. thereby serving as 
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stakes whereby the playing piece may be held 
?xed to the playing surface, during play. 
When the device is used indoors on a rug or 

the like, the wicket members do not extend down 
wardly below the plane of the member l2, as in 
the case where the device is used outdoors. That 
is, the ends 23 do not extend downwardly. below 

" the plane of the. edge portion t3 whereby the 
rug or similar playing surface is not injured 
thereby. . 

,The device is shown in operative position for 
playing indoors in Fig. 1, and in Fig. 3 the device 
is shown in operation position. £01? playma- Gilli- 
doors. . 

The centrally disposed side-arms are so spaced 
from the wall i2 as to permit a ballB to travel 
through‘ one of the wicket members and over 
a greater portion of the area within the semi 
circular wall member 12 and out through the 
other of the wicket members. That is, to say, 
a passage “through the pocket“ is. accomplished 
as the ball B enters through, one of; the wicket 
members and out through the other of the-Wicket 
members. > ' 

The side wall. l2 being circular in shape, a ball 
passing through one of the wickets is urged in, 
a circular direction as it. hits the ‘wall 12 whereby 
the. ball passes outv through the other of the, 
wickets. 
The device of our invention having been re 

cited, the rules for playing the game therewith 
will now be described. 7 

The game is set up»v on a rug or on the lawn. 
as may be desired, and a plurality of pockets are 
‘arranged as to. each other substantially as shown 
in Fig. 4, i.. e.. vwith suf?cient space between 
pockets to provide‘ a playing area within the ' 
con?nes of the area outlines by the pockets dis 
posed on the edges thereof and the imaginary’ 
lines therebetween indicated generally by the 1 
numeral 30. . _ 

The sequence of: play may be decided by any 
conventional means as by the throw of‘ dice or 
the; like. . ' . ' - 

The ?rst player starts taking as many strikes 
at his particular- cue ball 32 as he. is. allowed in 
accordance with’ the rules set forth below. 
When his turn is over; the second player» re 
peats the process. The play continues, each 
player following the player- ahead of him until 
the end of the game. There is a cue ball 32 pro- 
vided for- each player in the game, as many- play 

7 ing- as may be desired. 
The object of the game is for each player» to 

“score” in each of- the pockets in the proper order 
or sequence. The ?rst player to “score” in all 
of the pockets wins the game. 

‘ The pockets are of‘ different colors orhcombi-na 
tions of colors such as a yellow pocket; a green 7 
pocket, a yellow-green; pocket,_etc. etc. 
Keys balls 34 are brought into play and con 

sist of a plurality of colored; balls, e. g. there 
may be if desired, a. red ball. a green balLand a 
yellow ball, as shown in Fig. 4. 
These key balls are for the use of all players 

in. the game aswm presently be observed.‘ ' 
A player must ?rst cause'his cue ball to; strike 

the key ball or balls indicated, by. thecolor of 
‘ the, pocket he seeks to‘ pass. through,’ That. is, 

‘ in order to gain admittance to the yellow pocket; 
he must ?rst cause his one ball to strike the» 
yellow key ball the playing» area. Togain ad 
mittance. on. the other. hand. to. the red... yellow 
ands-Peers packet... he must ?rst. cause his cue. '“ 
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ball to strike in succession the red, yellow and 
green key balls. 
When ready to pass through a pocket, a player 

successfully passes therethrough, or “makes” his 
move when and if he drives his cue ball, in 
either direction, through the pocket member in 
question. - I 

A player starts out in his ‘turn with one allowed 
strike or shot. He may qualify for additional 
or earned shots. By hitting a key ball, the player 
earns. anradditional shot. By playing through 
any pocket in either direction, a player earns an 
additional shot. 
A player’s, turn ends: ' 
a. When he fails'to earn a free shot, and 

- b. When he ‘causes his cue ball or any other 
player’s cue ball or any key ball to go out of 
bounds. ' > 

When a key ball goes out of bounds or when 
any cue ball ‘also goes out, the player's turn is 
terminated and the out-of-bound balls, must; be 
returned to the playing area. ‘ 
While we have described the invention in‘ great 

detail and with respect to the present preferred 
form thereof, it is not desired to be limited there. 
to since changes and modi?cations particularly 
as to the rules of the game may be made therein 
without departing from the spirit and. scope of 
our invention. The invention may be embodied 
in other speci?c forms without departing from 
the essential characteristics thereof; The pres 
ent embodiments are therefore to be considered; 
in all respects as illustrative and not restrictive, 
the. scope of the invention being indicated by 
the appendedjclaims rather than-by the fore--v 
going description,‘ and all changes» which come. 
Within the, meaning and range and purviewv of 
equivalency of the claims are, therefore intended 
tobe embraced therein. , i 
What it is’ desired to claim and secure by Let 

tersPatent of the United States is: 
1. A playing device for a game apparatus of 

the ball and mallet type comprising in combina 
tion, a wall member having a semi-circular Vere 
tpical side wall and arms receiving pockets at 
opposite extremities of theside wall, a pair of 
U-shaped wicket members each having a: pair 
of downwardly extending side arms,’ and a cou 
pling member gripping into adjacency one of the 
side. arms of one of said wicket,’ members, with 
the adjacent sidearm of the other of said wicket 
members,v an opposite- sidearm of each of said 
wicket members being receivable in one of the 
arms receiving pockets of said wall member; all 
adapted and arranged; with said wicket members 
being vertically disposed relative to at Playing 
surface to provide a pair of openings. through 
which balls of the game may’ be passed into, and 
out of; an, area bounded by said wall member 
and saidwicket members. 

2, A playing ‘device for a game apparatus. of 
the ball and mallettype. comprising in combina. 
tion, a wall member having, asemi-circular ver 
tical sidewall and; arms receiving pockets: at 
opposite extremities, thereof, a pair of u-shaped 
wicket members each having a pair of side arms, 
and: a, coupling member gripping together in, ad 
jacency a side- arm of one of said wicket. mem 
bers with‘ the adjacer-itv side. arm of the other of, 
said wicket members,’ the outermost side arms of 
each of said; wicket; members being insertable 
through the arms receiving pockets of said well 
member, all. adapted and arranged whereby said 
wicket members are vertically‘ disposed relative 
to a playing surface to provide a. pair of open. 
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