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This invention has for its object to provide an 

improved lubricator for supplying lubricant to 
the rotary cam of a contact breaker in an elec 
tric-spark ignition apparatus, or to any other 
analogous rotary part of a mechanism. 
The invention comprises the combination of 

a lubricant receptacle having an outlet at one 
end, a rigid porous body in the receptacle, a felt 
or like pad between the said end and the porous 
body, and a wick or the like extending through 
the said end. ` 
In the accompanying drawings: 
Figure l is a sectional side view, and Figure 2 

an inverted sectional plan illustrating one em 
bodiment of the invention, Figure 1 being taken 
on the line I-I of Figure 2, and Figure 2 being 
taken on the line 2-2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a sectional side view illustrating an 

other embodíment. 
Referring to Figures l and 2, the device there " 

shown comprises a cylindrical lubricant recep 
tacle a made from metal and having thereín a 
window b formed by a glass or other transparent 
lining. Alternatively the body part may be made 
wholly or in part of transparent material. 
one end of the receptacle is provided an air vent, 
preferably consisting of a hollow stem c extend 
ing into the receptacle from a cover piece d, the 
length of the stem being such that in the event 
of inversion of the receptacle it can serve (with 
the adjacent part of the receptacle) to form a 
trap for retaining the lubricant. At the other 
end of the receptacle is formed an outlet, this 
consisting of an outwardly extending tube e of 
any convenient length. Adjacent to the outlet 
end of the receptacle is placed a thin pad ƒ of 
felt or other like absorbent material, and in con 
tact with the inner side of this pad is placed a 
rigid porous body g of any convenient thickness. 
the said body consisting preferably of a block 
of sintered metal. 'I'he said block may at its 
periphery ?t the receptacle closely (as shown), 
or it may be made of rather smaller diameter 
than the receptacle, in which case the annular 
space around it may be occupled by a thin layer 
of absorbent material. 

Also the outlet tube e is occupied by a wiek h 
extending from the pad above mentioned, and 
projecting from the outlet tube, it being intended 
that the outer end of the wiek shall bear on the 
cam or other rotary body to be lubricated. The 
wick may be of brush-like form consisting of a 
bunch of bristles. 
When in use the region of the receptacle lying 

between the upper side of the porous block and 
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the inner end of the vent is occupied by a liquid 
lubricant i, and this is fed by absorption through 
the porous block to the absorbent pad which col 
lects the lubricant from the adjacent vpart of the 
porous block and supplies it to the wiek. Main 
tenance of atmospheric air pressure in the re 
ceptacle is ensured by the vent, and in the event 
of inversion of the receptacle (such as may occur 
when the device is used on an -aircraft) escape 
of lubricant through the vent is prevented by the 
trap. .. H . . 

To prevent dislodgement of the porous block 
from its proper position, a sheet metal retainer 
consisting of side pieces 7' extending from a plate 
lc, is placed between the block and the cover 
piece d. 
In the modi?cation illustrated by Figure 3, 

there is employed a hollow cylindrical sheet metal 
or other body part a of any convenient diameter 
and length. At one end the _said part is pro 
vided with an Outlet e which may consist of a 
tube extending from that end. The other end 
is closed by a perforated plate or gauze m which 
is open to the atmosphere. In contact with the 
inner face of the outlet end of the body part 
is placed a felt or other pad ƒ of any convenient 
material, and the remainder of the enclosure is 
occupied by a block y of porous material, such 
as sintered metal, this being saturated with lu 
bricant, and its volume being such as will store 
a quantity of lubricant adequate for the intended 
purpose. 
In the porous block is formed a bore to receive 

a wiek h which ?ts the bore and extends through 
the pad ƒ and the outlet tube e, this arrangement 
being suitable when the length of the porous 
block is greater than its diameter. When it is 
more convenient to employ a shorter porous block 
having a correspondingly larger diameter, one or 
more holes are formed in different positions along 
the block in addition to a hole in alignment with 
the outlet tube. The additional hole or holes are 
each ?tted with a wick as n terminatlng at one 
end at the pad ƒ, its purpose being to supply lu 
bricant from the porous body to the pad. 

Either of the devices above described may be 
adapted to be mounted (as shown in Figure 3) on 
a stationary part o in proximity to the part to 
be lubricated, with the projecting end of the out 
let wiek in contact with the said latter part. 
When the device is made in accordance with 

Figures 1 and 2, the lubricant receptacle can be 
periodically replenished with lubricant. With the 
construction shown in Figure 3 the porous block 
is either discarded and replaced by another. or 
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it is replenished for further use, after the lubri 
cant therein has been exhausted. 
By this invention lubricating devices for such 

purposes as those mentioned above can be pro 
vided in a very simple and effective form. 
Having thus described my invention what I 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: ' 

1. A lubricating device comprising in combi 
nation a lubricant receptacle having an outlet at 
one end, a rigid porous body arranged in the re- . 
ceptacle and spaced from the said end thereof, 
a wiek extending through the outlet, and an ab 
sorbent pad of ?exible material 'situated between 
the porous body and the said endv of the re 
ceptacle and in contact with both the porous body 
and the wick so that lubricant fed by absorption 
through the porous body is collected by the pad 
and supplied thereby to the wick. 

2. A lubricating device as claimed in claim l, i; 
in which the end of the receptaole remote from 
the outlet is provided with an inward?y extending 
air vent adapted to prevent escape of free lubri 
cant on inversicn of the device. 

3. A lubricating device comprising the combi 
nation of a hollow body part having an outlet- at 
one end, an absorbent pad in contact with the 
cutlet end of the body part, a rígid porous body 
in contact with the pad and extending to the 
other end of the body part, the said porous body 1' 
being provided with a pluraiity of holes, and 

4 
wicks occupying the said holes, one of the wícks 
extending through the pad and the outlet. 

4. A lubricating device comprising in combi 
nation a lubricant receptacle having an outlet 
at one end, a rigid porous body arranged in the 
receptacle and spaced from the said end thereof, 
a wiek extending through the outlet, and an ab 
sorbent 'pad of ?exible material situated between 
and in contact with the porous body and the 
said end of the receptacle and also in contact 
with the wíck so that lubricant fed by absorption 
through the porous body is collected by the pad 
and supplied thereby to the wiek, the latter be 
ing arranged to extend through the body and pad 
as well as through the outlet. ` 
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