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To all whom it 'may concern: 
Be it known that I, JOB H. RIDGWAY, a 

citizen of the United States, and a resident of 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, have invented an 
Imprqvementin Waterproofing Paper, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The object of'myinvention is to cheaply wa 

ter-proof paper or pasteboard by applying par 
attine to it in the manner described hereinaf 
ter. . 

Heretofore paper has been rendered water 
proof by saturating it with melted paratïine; 
but Lhave found that paper can have a thin 
film of para?'ine imparted to it by simply rub 
bing blocks, lumps, or granulated masses of 
that material on the surface of the paper. 

Different appliances may be used in carry 
ing' out the process. `ln the diagram shown in 
Figure 1 _of the accompanying drawings, for 
instance, a continuous sheet, A, ot' paper is 
drawn from a roll in the direction of the arrow 
over and in contact with a table or support, B, 

\ having a smooth face; or, in place of this sup 
port», a roller having journals adapted to fixed 
bearings may be used, as shown in Fig. 2. 
A block, D, of 'solid paraffine is contained 

within a suitable receptacle, E; or there may 
be a number of slabs or a powdered or granu 
lated inass of paraífine in the said receptacle, 
in which aA Weight or number of weights fit 
freely, so as to force the parattine down onto 
the paper with a constant pressure. ` The par- ‘ 
aftine has such an affinity for the paper that 
the surface of the latter will be coated with a 
`thin adhesive film of that material. 

The coated paper may, it' desired, be passed 
between pressure-rollers. ' 

When paper in sheets has to be coated ap 
pliances for passing the paraftine under press 
ure over the surface of the stationary sheets 
may be used. lt should be here understood, 

however, that I neither claim nor rœtrict my 
self to any specific mechanism _or apparatus 
Wherewith to facilitate the coating of the pa 
per. 
While the paper thus prepared may not be 
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so perm anentl y water-proof as paper saturated ` 
with molten paraftine, it is well adapted for 
use in connection with interior Work', such as 
for lining refrigerating structures. The pre 
pared paper, moreover, is less than half the 
cost of the saturated paper, for a very thin ñlm 
only ofparaftine is imparted to the surface. 
‘Both sides ot' paper may be treated in. the man 
ner described. ~ 

I am aware that paraftine has been applied 
to fabrics for rendering the same water-proof, 
but always under the influence of such heat as 
to impregnate the fabric with that substance; 
but in my invention no heat is used, the solid 
parafline being applied to the paper while both 
are cold, and the paper having a thin film of 
paraíïiue imparted to the surface only. 

I claim as myinvention 
1. The mode herein described of imparting 

a coating of paraftine to the surface ot' paper 
or pasteboard, the said mode consisting in ap 
plying a block or blocks or granulated or pow 
dered masses of paratline to the surface ofthe 
paper under pressure while the paper or the 
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parafíìne is in motion, substantially as de‘ 
scribed. . 

2. As an article of manufacture, paper or 
pasteboard having 011 one or both faces a thin 
film of paraftine, as set forth. 

In ̀ testimony whereofl have signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribin g witnesses. 

JOB H. RIDGWAY. 
Witnesses: 

‘HARRY Daum', 
HARRY SMITH. 

75 


