
Dec. 4, 1951 w, WALKER 2,576,983 
COMBINATION UTILITY BOARD AND SIGN 

Filed 001;. 5. 1945 

6 

/7 
r /a 



Patented Dec. 4, 1951 2,576,983 

UNITED vSTATES PATENT OFFICE. 
2,576,983 

COMBINATION UTILITY BOARD AND SIGN 

'William Walker, Pocatello, Idaho 

Application October 5, 1945, Serial No. 620,451 

(01. 40—140) 1 Claim. 
1 

This invention relates to an improved board or 
support for assembling loose letters into mes 
sage or sign formation, and one of its objects is 
to provide a board or support with one or more 
channels for receiving and displaying the or 
ganized letters, with a yielding strip on one side 
of each channel and a non-yielding strip on the 
opposite side, so that’ letters may be forced into 
the channel, and will be retained in place against 
displacement by road or building vibration. 

This invention is in particular an improve 
ment over the construction patented to me on 
January 19, 1943, No. 2,308,556, and relates more 
particularly to the channel construction, which 
is used in combination with the adjustment 
shown in this patent. 
With the above and other objects in view, the 

invention comprises certain new and useful con 
structions, combinations and arrangements of 
parts, clearly described in the following speci 
?cation, and fully illustrated in the drawings, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a front elevation, showing the im 
proved channel cross support mounted for ver 
tical adjustment on the base frame. 

Fig. 2 is a vertical sectional view, taken on line 
2—2, greatly enlarged. 

Fig. 3 is a vertical sectional view through a 
modi?ed form. 

Figs. 4, 5 and 6 are vertical sections of modi 
?ed forms of the supporting bars or boards. 

Referring to the accompanying drawings, 
which illustrate the practical embodiment of the 
invention, 5 designates a supporting frame, com 
prising the vertical members 6 and ‘|, and the 
upper horizontal cross member 8, which is rigidly 
connected at its ends to the vertical side mem 
bers 6 and l. The side members 6. and ‘l are 
formed with longitudnal ,slots 9, and the cross 
member 8 is formed with a longitudinal slot l0. 
On the vertical side members 6 and 1 two 

horizontal supporting bars or boards II and I2 
are disposed. The upper supporting bar or board 
II is adjustably clamped to the side members 6 
and '|,_ by means of the bolts | 3 and I4, which 
slidablyengage theslots 9 of said side members, 
and are provided on the inner ends with wing 
nuts |5, which clamp the ends of the bar or board 
to the side members 6 and ‘l, for vertical adjust 
ment thereon. 
The outer ends of the lower bar or board I2 is 

similarly clamped to the side members 6 and '|, 
by means of the bolts I6 and II, which are en 
gaged by the wing nuts I 8, which clamp the ends 
of theboard l2 on the side members for vertical 
adjustment. 
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The upper bar or board II is formed withv a 

rabbeted edge l9, and a groove 20, in which the 
hard-strip 2| is inserted. The bar or board I2 
is formed with a rabbeted edge 22, and provided 
with a groove 23, in which the strip of yielding 
rubber 24 or other equivalent material is tightly 
inserted. The two strips 2| and 24 are disposed 
in parallel relation to each other and spaced 
apart to provide a letter holding channel, to 
receive a letter grouping as indicated at 25. 
The lower bar or board l2 may be formed with 

an additional rabbeted edge 26, and provided 
with a hard strip 21, inserted snugly in a groove 
thereof. 
In Fig. 4 I show a supporting board or bar 28, 

which is formed with a groove 29 in which the 
rubber strip 3| is snugly inserted, and this strip is 
backed by means of a panel strip 32 which is laid 
on the bar or board 28, so as to provide a shoul 
der 33 on the opposite side thereof. 
In Fig. 5 I show a bar or board 34, which 

is formed with a rabbeted edge 35 on one side 
and another rabbeted edge 36 on the other side. 
A resilient rubber strip 31 is snugly ?tted in the 
groove 38 against the centrally thicker por 
tion 39. 

In Fig. 6 I show another modi?ed form, where 
in the bar or board 40 is formed with a single 
rabbeted edge 4|, and provided with a resilient 
rubber strip 42, which is inserted snugly in the 
groove 43. 
In Fig. 3 I show a plastic or metal moulding 

strip 44, which consists of a central channel bar 
45, and side channel bars 46 and 41, spaced from 
the opposite longitudinal side edges of the cen 
tral channel bar 45, to provide channels or grooves 
48 and 49. The central channel bar 45 has 
greater depth than the side channel bars 46 and 
41. In the channel or groove 48 a resilient rub 
ber strip 50 is snugly ?tted, and in the channel 
or groove 49 nothing is placed. This strip or 
bar is ‘used in cooperation with a similar mould 
ing strip 44, in which the resilient rubber strip 
5| is inserted. The letter or display character 
52 is held in place by the rubber strip 5| and the 
shoulder 44a of the central channel bar 45. The 
groove 49 can be used to remove the display char 
acters. By sliding a pencil or similar instrument 
through the groove, the characters will be readily 
lifted from the shoulder 44a. , 
The spacing between the parallel bars or boards 

II and |2 may be increased or decreased by the 
end adjustments on the vertical supporting bars, 
so that large or small letters may be assembled 
in word formation between the two bars. 
Due to the resilient action of the rubber strip 



which engages the lower edge of all of the letters, 
each letter will be held under spring pressure of 
the rubber strip, and will not be displaced by 
building or road vibration. 
By adjusting the vertical spacing of the strips 

44 and 44a various sizes of letters may be dis 
posed between the strips. 
.By using1 a hardy, non-compressible. strip or. 

wall on one side of the“ letter receiving channel; 
‘and a resilient rubber wall on the opposite side 
of the channel, each of the letters will be forced; 
into full bearing edge engagement with the hard 
strip. These letters are formed'with-end edges, 
which are right angular to their sidesedgespso, 
that end edges will have parallel engagement with 
the hard side strip, thereby:forcing-.Wheletter; 
forms on the letter blocks into correctreading 
alignment with the supports, so that all‘letters ‘ 
willbein precision reading order. 

It‘ is,u_n'derstood_that variousi~ changes in-- the ~ 
details, OlI'TCOllStI‘IlCtiQIl, combinationand arrange 
ment; o_f__ parts, maybe restorted torwithin‘ the‘ 
scopeo? the invention, as de?ned‘by the claim 
hereof; 
Having described my, invention, I~claim as new: 
In__a utility’ boardand sign,- vertical supports 

laterally, spacedjrfrom eachother, a pair of ‘hori 
zontal,supportsadjustably connected to the verti~ 
cal supportsand providing a pair of channel sides, 
one mi said hcrizontalsupports having a horizon 
talerooves andashoulder. adjacent thereto. the 
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other of said horizontal supports having a similar 
groove and a shoulder adjacent thereto, a strip 
of resilient material in the groove of the other 
horizontal support and supported by the shoul 
der of the horizontal support, display elements 
adapted to ?t between the shoulder of the one 
support and the resilient strip of the other sup 
port,__said display, elements, being held in tight 
engagement‘ therebetween. by the resiliency of 
the resilient strip, backing edges for the display 
elements spaced from the bottoms of said groove. 
the groove of the one horizontal support provid 
ing" space through» which an instrument can be 
extended, to,v lift the display elements from said 
supports. 

WILLIAM WALKER. 
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