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The present invention relates to cover plates 
for cutout boxes which house various electrical 
circuit breakers and makers and among the pri 
mary objects of the present invention is to render 
such cover plates more attractive and of pleasing 
appearance over the conventional cover plates 
now in vogue. _ 

An equally important object of the invention is 
to provide a cover plate of the above character 
which may be rendered luminous when the elec 
trical device housed within the cutout base is in 
operative, whereby the cover plate and the elec 
trical device when positioned in dark or secluded 
places will be more readily visible and when the 
electrical device is rendered operative, the illumi 
nation to the cover plate will disappear. ., 
Another equally important object of the inven 

tion is to provide a luminating device for the 
conventional cover plates which may be easily 
and readily applied thereto and comparatively 
inexpensive in the cost of manufacture, thereby 
rendering the same commercially desirable. 

Still another equally important object of the 
present invention is to provide a lamp support for 
such luminating device upon , which will be 
mounted the lamp, resistor and lead Wires, all in 
one self-contained unit, whereby such lamp unit 
or support can be readily and quickly mounted 
upon a cover plate by unskilled persons or ar 
ranged within the housing for the lamp. 
A still further object of the present invention 

is to provide a cover plate of the aforesaid char 
acter which can be produced in any of the colors 
of the spectrum whereby it can be matched with 
or harmonized with the color scheme of a room 
in‘ which it is installed and when illuminated, 

. will be highly attractive and decorative. 
Other objects of the invention will be in part 

obvious and in part pointed out hereinafter. 
'In order that the invention and its mode of 

operation may be readily understood by persons 
skilled in the art, I have in the accompanying 
drawings and in the detailed following descrip 
tion based thereupon. set out an embodiment of 
the same. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a front elevation of my improved cover 

plate as applied to a wall switch. 
Fig. 2 is a vertical section through the cover 

platewhen removed from the wall switch. ‘ 
Fig. 3 is a rear elevation of the same. 
Fig. 4 is an enlarged detail sectional view of a 

slightly modified form of the invention. - 
Fig. 5 is also an enlarged sectional view showing 

another‘ slightlymodified form of the inventioi‘i. 
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2 
Fig. 6 is an enlarged detail sectional view show 

ing still another slightly modi?ed form of the 
invention. 

Fig. 'l is an enlarged detail sectional view show— 
ing still another modi?ed form of the invention. 

Fig. 8 is a horizontal section of the cover plate 
shown in Fig. 7 and taken on the line ii—8 thereof 
in the direction of the arrow points. 

Fig. 9 is a detail perspective view of the closure 
and lamp-containing unit, and 

Fig. 10 is a rear perspective view of the same. 
In the accompanying drawings, I have illus 

trated a conventional cover plate for receiving a 
single-throw switch of the toggle type, but the 

7 present invention may be applied to all types of 
cover plates whether they be for‘use in housing 
multiple switches of the toggle or' push-button 
type or whether such cover plates are employed 
for housing other forms of circuit breakers and 
makers. Such cover plates are usually installed 
in secluded places as they are generally unattrac 
tive or do not harmonize with the color schemes 
of the room in which they are installed. Fur 
thermore, such cover plates'and the electrical 
devices housed in the cutout boxes to which they 
are applied are somewhat difficult to locate when‘ 
they are installed in dark places. Various 11-‘ 
luminating devices have heretobefore been em-‘ 
ployed for designating or indicating such cover 
plates but the present invention is designed solely 
for the purpose of illuminating such cover plates 
to such an extent as would render the same more 
visible without establishing an indicating or pone 
trating glow of light from the lamp of the illumi 
nating attachment. ‘ ‘ 

The type of lamp employed with my illuminator 
for cover plates is a miniature glow lamp contain 
ing a mixture of inert gases having a leak resist- 
ance connected in series therewith. This lamp 
and resistor should be connected to the terminals 
of a switch or other electrical device arranged 
within the cutout box and when connected to an 
ordinary lighting circuit, the lamp and resistor 
will be arranged in parallel to the switch but in 
series with the terminals thereof. From this ar 
rangement, it is quite obvious that when the 
switch is opened, the current will be permitted 
to flow to the lamp to cause the same to glow and 
when the lamp once strikes or glows, sufllcient 
current will be permitted to leak by the resistor 
to the lamp for keeping the ‘lamp glowing but 
when the electrical device is rendered operative, 
the current will fail to pass...,the leak resistor, 
whereby the lamp will be extinguished. The leak 
resistor provides a protectiveedevice for prevent-' 



3 
ing' excessive currents, from passing therethrough 
or the lamp connected in series’ therewith and by 
permitting a leakage of the current therethrough, 
the consumption of current for keeping the lamp 
‘glowing will be in?nitesimal and, still further, the 
life of the lamp will be greatly prolonged. The 
small amount of illumination given off .by such a 
miniature glow lamp is su?icient to render a 
cover plate luminous when installed in a dark. or 
secluded place and through my method of hous 
ing this lamp, the rays of light therefrom will be 
directed upon or through the cover plate and pre 
vented from giving a_ direct glow through the 
housing of the lamp as wouldestablish an indica: 
tor for the cover plate and distract ‘from the at- , 
tractive appearance thereof. 
The cover plate 47 as shown ,inFigs. 1, 2 and .3 

of the drawings, is molded from suitable trans 
lucent materials of any desired color, having the 
openings ‘38 formed therein for receiving the at 
taching screws 49 and an opening 50 formed 
therein ‘for receiving the knob '51 of the switch 
arranged within the cutout box to which the plate 
is attached by means of the screws 49. Thls plate 
has an opening 6 formed therein and extending 
about this opening 6 is a bulged portion 52 form 
ing a lamp housing in which the lamp 30 :may be 
installed. The-plate 4'! and lens 52 are molded in 
one unitary piece of plastic vmaterial and the shell 
or lens 52 extends from theouter face of the plate 
4'! above the switch knob 5| without a light emit 
ting opening therein. The walls of the lensr52 
as best shown in Fig. 2 of the drawings, are less 
in thickness than that of the plate '47 so that the 
rays of light may be emitted down'towards the 
switch knob .51. The plate 41 being translucent 
will, whenlapplied to a wall switch, cover and hide 
from view, exteriorly of ‘the plate, the switch 
mechanism contained in the cutout box of the 
wall switch. 7 v . 

Inthe modi?ed form of the invention as (115a 
closediin Fig. 4 of the drawings, the lamp housing 
41 is so formed as to cover the entire exterior face 
of a conventional cover plate I having an opening 
6 formed therein and. is retained upon the same 
by means of the attaching screws 49. This lamp 
housing 41 is preferably molded from translucent 
molding powders in various colors and would 
match or harmonize with a room in which the 
cover plate is installed. 
-,In Fig. 5 of the. drawings, I have illustrated 
another slightly modi?ed form of the invention 
in which the standard cover plate I is used with 

V out the opening 6 andthe lamp housing’ 42 con 
sists of a transparent molded material which fits 
entirely over the outer face of the cover plate i. 
'The plate 12, which has the lamp supported 
thereupon, fits within the recess 9 of the lamp 
housing but upon the outer face of the plate i, 
whereby.~the lead wires {3-3 extending from the 
lamp 30 arranged within the lamphousing will 
pass between the outer covering 632 and the plate 
I to the switch knob opening 4 of the cover plate 
from where these lead wires 533 may be connected 
to the terminals of the electrical device arranged 
within the cutout box to which the cover plate is 
applied. As this form of lamp housing 15.2 is 
molded from, transparent materials, the inner 
face thereof should be silvered or coated with 
paint 45. Also, a coat of paint ttshould be 
placed about the innerface of the lamp housing 
and between the latter and the lamp 39 in the 
manner as shown,,whereby the lamp will not be 
visible from the exterior, of the lamp housing but 
the rays of, light thereirom may. be emitted 
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7 through the lamp housing and be reflected there 
from by means ofrthe coating 45. Should this 
coating be of a colored paint, that color will be 
reflected from the cover plate, whereby the cover 
plate may not only have a color which matches 
or harmonizes with that of the room in which it 
is.;installed, but a colored light will glow there 
from corresponding to the color of the paint 45 
so that one may readily select the desired switch 
arranged within the cover plate. 

In Fig. 6 of the drawings, I have illustrated a 
cover plate which is molded from a mirrored glass 
vhaving-a bulged portion 53 in which can be housed 
the, lamp "39.. The inner face of this bulged por 
tion 53 is also mirrored as at 54 so as to prevent 
one from seein-gthe lamp arranged therein as 
would be possible should the glass forming this 
bulged portion 53 be clear. A portion of the 
mirror background of the glass is removed, as 
shown at 55, whereby the rays of light from the 
lamp 30 may be concentrated and re?ected 
through this umnirrored portion 55 of the :cover 
plate and thereby be projected downwardly in 
the direction of the arrow points as shown, 
whereby, the (outer face of the cover plate may be 
illuminated. , 

In Figs. 7 and 78 of the drawings, I have illus 
trated a still further modi?cation of the cover 
plate which is molded from a polymerized'methyl 
methacrylate molding powder sold to thetrade as 
“Lucite.” This cover plate may be ‘molded in the 
shape anddesign of any standard or conventional 
cover plate but having a bulged out portion?? 
forming a recess therein in which may be seated 
the lamp 3?}. The rear ‘walls of this cover plate 
are covered by a coating 5? which may be of any 
color of the spectrum, whereby the ‘colors will be 
visible from the outer face of the cover plate. 
The inner face of the bulged portion 56 is'also 
coated with a paint 58 sq as to prevent the lamp 
30 arranged therein from being visible and fur 
ther causing the rays of light from the lamp to 
bereilected through the Lucite casing in the di 
rection of the arrow points shown upon the 
drawings, 1 ' a V 

In Figs. 9 and 10 of the drawings, I have 11 
lustrated a form of lamp unit to be used .in con 
nection with either form of cover plate herein 
shown with the exception of that form shownin 
Fig. 6 which consists of a plate 59 having open~ 
ings .60 formed therein for receiving the set 

7 screws (not shown) but formed with one face of 

69 

this plate 59 is a cup 6 l. The lamp 3!] is mounted 
upon and secured to one face of this plate hav 
ing a lead wire 62 extending through the cupand» 
in contact with the leak resistor arranged within‘ 

The lead wire I8 extends through ’ the cup 6|. 
an opening formed within the plate 59 wherein 
it will contact with the leak resistor arranged 
within the cuplil and the other :lead wire 16 
extends through the plate 59, whereupon it may 
be directly connected to’ the other lead wire of 
the lamp 3!]. This rectangularly shaped plate 
59 extends over the opening 6 within the rear 

» wall of the cover plate so as to close the com-1 
partment in which the lamp is housed as shown 
in Fig. 2 of the drawings. Instead of employing 
set screws for attaching the plate 59 to the cover 
plate 41 I may place sealing compounds around 
the plate 59- andpermit the same to adhere to' 
the cover plate 47. Should the plate 59 ‘be made 
from molded materials it may be attached :to 
the inner faceof the cover plates which are pre 
pared _frcm_~molded materials by simply applying 
thereto an ‘adhesive which would dissolveithei 
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molded materials and when the solvent con 
tained within the adhesive dries, the plate 59 will 
readily adhere or be welded to these molded 
cover plates. The inner face or that face of the 
plate 59‘to which the lamp is attached is pref 
erably provided with a re?ecting surface where 
by the rays of light from the lamp will be re 
?ected therefrom through the lamp housing. 

Manifestly, the construction herein shown is 
capable of considerable modi?cation and such 
modi?cations as come within the scope of my 
claims, I consider within the spirit of my inven 
tion. , 

I claim: 
1. A cover plate for electrical outlets compris 

ing a rectangular body portion molded from 
plastic materials having an opening formed 
through the medial portion thereof for receiving 
a portion of the electrical device arranged within 
the outlet, means for rendering said body portion 
opaque, a shell molded from translucent materials 
without a light emitting opening therein and ex 
tending from'the outer face of said rectangular 
body portion and positioned at one side of the 
opening formed therein, said shell having a lamp 
receiving cavity of rectangular cross-section 
formedtherein and extending over the outer face 
of said body portion and said lamp-receiving 
cavity being open from the rear face of said rec 
tangular body portion. 

2. An illuminated plastic switch plate molded 
in one unitary piece of plastic material compris 
ing a body portion having an opening extending 
therethrough for receiving the knob of the 
switch, a shell formed with said body portion and 
extending from the outer face thereof above the 
opening extending therethrough, said shell hav 
ing a lamp-receiving cavity formed therein, said 
lamp-receiving cavity being open from the rear 
face of said body portion, and means for closing 
the opening of said lamp-receiving cavity, said 
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‘shell being translucent whereby rays of light 
may extend therethrough and be emitted down 
towards the opening extending through said 
body portion. 

3. An illuminated plastic switch plate molded 
in one unitary piece of plastic material compris 
ing a rectangularly shaped body portion having 
an opening extending therethrough for receiving 
the knob of the switch, a shell formed with said 
body portion and extending from the outer face 
thereof, said shell being positioned adjacent the 
upper end of said body portion and above the 
opening therein which receives the knob of the 
switch, said shell having a cavity of rectangular 
cross-section formed therein and extending hori 
zontally across the outer face of said body por 
tion, the outer wall of said shell being molded 
without an opening therein and being su?iciently 
translucent as to permit light rays to extend 
therethrough and be emitted down upon the 
outer face of said body portion, the rear face of 
said body portion having a rectangular opening 
therein communicating with the cavity formed 
within said shell, and means for closing said 
opening within the rear face of said body portion. 

WILLIAM C. LINTON. 
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