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This‘ invention relates to new and useful im 
provementsand structural re?nements in coast 
ers for glasses, or the like, and the principal ob 
ject of the invention is to provide a coaster of 
the character herein described which includes 
meansifor.» separably attaching itself to a glass 
soithat'it may be lifted .bodily therewith while 
drinking“... .. . . ,. _ 

An important feature of the invention, there 
fore, resides in the provision of novel attaching 
means, these means being so arranged that they 
may be quickly and easily collapsed or folded into 
the body of the coaster when the latter is not in 

' use. 

Some of the advantages of the invention reside 
in its simplicity of construction, in its e?icient 
and dependable operation, in its pleasing appear 
ance, in its durability, and in its adaptability to 
economical manufacture. 
With the other more important objects and 

features in view and such other objects and 
features as may become apparent as this speci? 
cation proceeds, the invention consists essentially 
of the arrangement and construction of parts as 
illustrated in the accompanying drawings, in 
which: 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the invention 
applied to a drinking glass. 
Figure 2 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 

view, taken substantially in the plane of the line 
2-2-in Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary sectional view, taken 

substantially in the plane of the line 3-3 in 
Figure 2. 

Figure 4 is a top planview of the invention per 
se in its folded position. 

Figure 5 is a transverse sectional view, taken 
substantially in the plane of the line 5--5 in Fig 
ure 4, and 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a modi?ed 
form of a ?nger such as may be used in the in 
vention. 

Like characters of reference are employed to 
designate like parts in the speci?cation and 
throughout the several views. 

Referring now to the accompanying drawings 
in detail, the invention consists of a coaster which 
is designated generally by the reference char 
acter l0 and embodies in its construction a cup 
shaped base l2 having an arcuate side wall M 
which has the upper portion thereof extended 
inwardly so as to provide an inturned ?ange l6, 
substantially as shown. 
The base I2 is adapted to receive on the bottom 

thereof a drinking glass l8 and the essence of 
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novelty in the invention resides in the provision 
of means for frictionally retaining the drinking 
glass in position so that the coaster may be lifted 
bodily therewith. 
vThese means simply consist of pairs of sockets 

20 which are suitably'secured to the inner sur 
face of the side wall l4 below the ?ange I6, each 
socket simply assuming the form of an arcuate 
strap provided with upturned and downturned 
hooks 22; 24 at the respective lower and upper 
ends thereof. 
The sockets in each pair are spaced apart so as 

to receive therebetween the lower or inner end 
portion of a resilient ?nger 26 which is provided 
with a pair of laterally projecting trunnions 30 
to engage the sockets as will be hereinafter de 
scribed. When the invention is in use the ?ngers 
26 project upwardly from the base [4 and when 
a glassv I8 is applied to the base, the trunnions 
36 of the ?ngers 26‘ are seated in the upturned 
hooks 22 of the sockets 26 while intermediate por 
tions of the ?ngers abut the inner edge of the 
?ange l6 as at 34 (see Figure 2) and the upper 
end portions of the resilient ?ngers frictionally 
engage the glass so as to ?rmly yet removably 
retain the same in position in the coaster. If de 
sired, suitable pads 36 of rubber or some similar 
material may be provided on the inner surfaces 
of the upper end portions of the ?ngers 26 to 
assist in frictionally engaging the glass. 
In addition to its primary purpose of providing 

abutment for the ?ngers 26, the ?ange l6 also 
performs a secondary function, namely, that of 
safeguarding against any possible spilling of liquid 
out of the coaster in the event the latter is not 
sustained in a horizontal position. 
The ?ngers 26 are of such length that when 

the glass I8 is removed from the ‘coaster, the 
trunnions 36 of the ?ngers may be shifted up 
wardly in the sockets 20 to engage the down 
turned hooks 24, whereupon the several ?ngers 
may be collapsed or folded, one upon another, 
within the interior of the base M, as shown in 
Figures 4 and 5. 

If desired, a modi?ed form of ?ngers may be 
used, such as for example is illustrated in the 
accompanying Figure 6 and is designated by the 
reference character 46, the glass engaging por 
tion of which is fashioned to form an initial 42, 
substantially as shown. Moreover, upper end 
portions of the ?ngers 26 or 42 may be arcuated 
to conform to the circumference of the glass, and 
needless to say, friction increasing means may be 
provided on the ?ngers 42, as illustrated at 36 on 
the ?ngers 26. 
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It is believed that the advantages and use of 
the invention will be clearly apparent from the 
foregoing disclosure and accordingly, further de 
scription thereof at this point is deemed unnec 
essary. 
While in the foregoing there has been shown 

and described the preferred embodiment of this 
invention, it is to be understood that minor 
changes in the details of construction and ar 
rangement of parts may be resorted to without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the inven 
tion as claimed. 
Having described the invention, what is claimed , ' 

as new is: 

1. In a coaster for glasses, or the like, the com 
bination of a cup-shaped base having an arcuate 
side wall provided at the top thereof with an in 
turned ?ange, pairs of spaced sockets secured to 
the inner surface of said side wall below said 
flange and each comprising an arcuate strap pro 
vided with upturned and downturned hooks at 
the respective lower and upper ends thereof, and 
a set of resilient ?ngers extending upwardly from 
said base and provided at their lower ends with 
pairs of laterally projecting trunnions engaging 
the respective pairs of sockets, intermediate por 
tions of said ?ngers being adapted to abut said 
?ange when said trunnions engage the upturned 
hooks of the sockets whereby upper end por 
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tions of the ?ngers may frictionally engage a glass 
positioned on said base. 

2. The device as de?ned in claim 1 together 
with friction increasing means provided on inner 
surfaces of the upper end portions of said ?n 
gers. 

3. The device as de?ned in claim 1 wherein 
said trunnions are engageable with the down 
turned hooks of said sockets, when said ?ngers 
are swung to a folded position in said base. 

ALAN D. GILBERT. 
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