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, 1 
My invention relates >to a pump container 

adapted for carrying and inilating articles such 
as bathing ñoats», air mattresses, »and similar 
articles. ’ 

When articles of any considerable size of the 
inflatable type, such as bathing floats, are manu 
factiired it is particularly necessary to »have a 
separate pump arrangement to inñate the ar 
ticles. They are too large >to comfortably >innate 
by means of the mouth, and the use of containers 
of compressed gas is not desirable. Where ref 
erence is made herein to bathing floats it is to 
be understood that the inventions are applicable 
to -air mattresses, and in fact to all articles of 
the general class which includes these two specifi 
cally named articles. 

It is to meet the need, of transporting and in 
flating articles. such as bathing ñoa'ts, 'that this 
pump container has beenv designed. -It is to be 
noted that the inside of the compartment in 
which the article to'be inflated is carried is unob` 
structed. The construction is simple,- compact 
and useful. - 

The article in general comprises two telescopic 
members, which >may be of cylindrical cross sec 
tion, which are unobstructed in their interior, 
and within which the article to be carried such 
as a bathing float is carried. One end of one 
of the telescopic members carries a check valve, 
and the other end of the other telescopic member 
is provided with means to permit it to be attached 
to the intake valve of the article to be inñated. 
With these and other objects in View, which 

may be incident to my improvements, the in 
vention consists in the parts and ̀ combinations 
to be hereinafter set forth and claimed, with 
the understanding that the several necessary >ele- 
ments comprising my invention >may be varied 
in construction, proportions and arrangement, 
without departing from the spirit and scope 'of 
the appended claims. 
In order to make my invention more clearly 

understood, I have shown in the accompanying 
drawings means for carrying the same into prac 
tical eiîect without limiting the improvements 
in their useful applications to the particular con 
structions, which, for the purpose of explanation 
have been made the subject of illustration. 
In the drawings: y 

Figure 1 is a perspective view showing my pump 
container with parts cut away to show how the 
article to be inflated is carried within the interior 
of the container. 
Figure 2 is a perspective View showing the tele 

scopic parts separately illustrated with the article 
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to _be Ainflated ¿in one ‘of the telescopic/members. 
Figure 3 «isa ̀ perspe'zctive view showing the tele* 

soo'pic parts separately illustrated with the ar' 
ticle to be inflated in one of the telescopic 

members., 
Figure 3 is a ,perspective View showing the bath-A 

ing _lloat in the process of being inflated 'and 
illustrating the operation of the pump container 
asa pump. 
Figure 4 is a View inside elevation of the 

pump-container. ̀ ` 

Figure -5 is a view taken along the line 5_5 of 
Figure ¿l looking in the direction of `the arrows. 
Figure 6 is a sectional View taken along the 

line 'F5-6 of Figure Ü5 looking in the direction of 
the arrows. 
Figure 7 is a sectional view taken along the 

line Y'l-'l of Figure 5 looking in the direction of 
the arrows. 
Figure 8 is a View in side elevation of a modi 

fied »form of vmy pump container. 
VYFigure 9 is a View taken along the line 9-9 of 

Figure 8 looking in the direction of the arrows. 
yFigure 10 is ra sectional View taken along the 

Ime i'üÍ-IB of Figure 9 looking in the direction 
of the arrows., 
Figure 11 is -a sectional View taken along the 

line ll-H of Figure 9 looking in the direction 
or the arrows. ` 

`My pump container comprises an elongated 
cylindrical container l formed of two telescopic 
members 2 'and 3 which maybe formed of spirally 
wound paper or any other desirable construction. 
The member 2 is adapted to fit over tlie member 
3. The member 3 has a stop collar 4 formed 
thereon which limits the 'sliding movement of thev 
member 3 and also acts as a reinforcement for 
the endr of the telescopic member 3. 

' The telescopic member _2 has a metallic cap 5 
seamed to the tube 2. The cap 5 is provided 
with an aperture 6 which is struck out of the 
blank of the cap yand which is provided with an 
inwardly projecting lip l. Over the lip ‘l iS 
adapted to be stretched an elastic strip which 
may be of a vinyl ester, or some other elastic 
material 8. This strip can be seamed to the tube 
in an assembly operation. The construction 
here just described forms a check valve. The 
flexible strip 8 contacts inwardly projecting lip 
1 of the aperture 6 and makes a reasonably 
air-tight lit at the contact point of the annular 
projecting lip with the nexible strip 8 thus in 
suring a minimum of escape of air at this intake 
valve after the telescopic members have been 
caused ‘to telescope one within the other to com 



3 
press the air within the unobstructed interior 9 
of the container I This unobstructed interior 
permits the article, such as a bathing float, to 
be rolled and carried easily without danger of 
injury in a compact roll within the container I. 
The telescopic member 3, as has been described, 

is provided with an annular stop vcollar 4 which 
acts as a reinforcing member. This annular Stop 
collar 4 limits the telescopic movement of mem 
bers 2 and 3 in the compressing cycle of the pump 
container. 
The telescopic member 3 has seamed into one 

of its ends a cap II which may be of metal or 
any other suitable material. This cap I I is pro 
vided with an aperture I2 which is formed With 
an inwardly projecting lip I3 similar in con 
struction to inwardly projecting lip ï at the aper 
ture 6 of the end cap 5 of the telescopic member 2. 
This aperture I2 is adapted to fit over a valve 

I4 (see Figure 3) formed in a float I5 which is 
carried in the interior of the telescopic container 
but which is shown in Figure 3 removed from the 
container and being inflated. The valve I4 is a 
one Way valve and is the intake valve for the 
float I5. 

In operation the float I5 or other article to be 
inflated is removed from the cylindrical con 
tainer I. The aperture I|2 with its lip I3 acting 
as a guide is fitted over the intake valve I4 of 
the article I5. The telescopic members are given 
relative movement back and forth. The air is 
sucked into the interior 9 of the cylindrical con 
tainer I through the check valve mechanism just 
described and is discharged through the aperture 
I2 through the valve I4 into the float I5 or other 
article to be inflated. 
In Figures 8 and 9 a modification is shown in 

which the stop collar 4 has been eliminated. 
This decreases the weight of the container and 
simpliñes the construction. The telescopic mem 
ber 3 then contacts the cap 5 of the telescopic 
member 2 which limits its movement. There is 
no stop collar to assist in limiting this movement 
as in other forms shown, and the construction is 
somewhat more fragile than the form illustrated 
in Figures 1 to '7 inclusive. However, Weight is 
saved and manufacturing costs are reduced, and 
under certain conditions this is desirable. 
Because the interior of the pump container is 

substantially unobstructed the pump container 
can be packed and unpacked without danger of 
injury to the article carried. Moreover, because 
the construction is simple and positive in opera 
tion there is small danger of rendering the pump 
container inoperative in its function of inflating 
the article which is adapted to be‘carried and 
inflated by the construction just described. The 
simple and sturdy construction at the openings 
provided in the ends insures the check valve con 
struction which is positive in operation with small 

10 

15 

20 

30 

35 

40 

4:3 

50 

GU 

52,573,375 
leakage of air by reason of the limited contact 
area between the inwardly projecting lip at the 
aperture and the flexible strip stretched across 
the lip. Moreover the inwardly projecting lip at 
the other end acts as a guide to enable the aper 
ture in that end to be fitted readily over the 
intake valve of the article to be inflated. 
While I have shown and described the preferred 

embodiment of my invention, I Wish it to be 
understood that I do not coníine myself to the 
precise details of construction herein set forth by 
way of illustration, as it is apparent that many 
changes and variations may be made therein, by 
those skilled in the art, Without departing from 
the spirit of the invention, or exceeding the scope 
of the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A container and pump element comprising a 

pair of telescopic parts having a close sliding fit 
and forming a closed compartment, the inner 
wall of the inner part forming an unobstructed 
surface from one end to the other of the parts 
when in completely telescoped position, an air 
intake valve mounted on one of said parts, an 
inñatable article in said compartment including 
a valve secured thereto, and an air outlet port 
complementary to said article valve formed in 
the other of said parts whereby relative motion 
between said telescoping parts will inflate the 
article when said article valve and said port are 
in complementing relationship. 

2. A device as recited in claim 1 in which the 
inner of said parts is longer than the outer part 
to project substantially therefrom in fully tele 
scoped condition of the parts to provide hand 
holds on the two parts for the said telescoping 
pumping movement. 

3. A device as recited in claim 2 in which the 
outside dimensions.of the projected end of the 
inner part are enlarged to equal the outside di 
mensions of the outer part to provide a collar 
to limit the inward telescoped position of the 
inner part in the outer part and provide a smooth 
outer surface for the device when the two parts 
are in fully telescoped condition. 

THOMAS W. WINSTEAD. 
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