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This invention relates to a hand truck designed 
primarily for use in stocking the shelves of ‘stores, 
such as retail food markets. The structure is of 
particular value in self-service stores in which 
the merchandise is displayed on shelves accessi 
ble to purchasers, the articles price marked so 
that the purchaser ‘may walk about the store and 
help himself to the desired items. The truck is 
used to transport the incoming stock to the desige 
natedshelf areas at which point the items are 
unpacked from their shipping cartons, price 
marked and .stacked in orderly fashion upon the 
classi?ed shelf area for convenient selection by 
the patrons. 
Keeping the shelves well stocked is vital to 

the successful operation of such stores. As vari 
ous stock items are depleted, they must be re 
placed, often while the store is open for busi 
ness. Since the aisle space between the shelves 
frequently is restricted, the restocking operation 
obstructs the passageways and interferes with 
the normal flow of trade. In the ,case of articles 
shipped in cartons, the practice has been to price 
mark the items individually and repack them in 
the cartons, later to transport the carton tothe 
shelf area to stack the articles on the shelf-Pbut 
this involves double handling. 
The present hand truck has been designed to 

render this work more speedy-and efficient and 
constitutes a platform‘truck having anelevated 
work table such that the cartoned articles as re 
ceived may be loaded upon the truck platform, 
transported to the shelf section, placed upon the 
work table and marked as a single operation inci 
dent to stacking the items upon the shelf. This 
procedure has been found to be speedier and 
more e?icient than the ‘former, ‘since it involves 
merely a single handling operation. :For con 
venience, the structure includes a set of price 
marking tools contained in a receptacle closely 
adjacent the Work table and the work table 
proper is located at an elevation {approximating 
the store shelves so that the articles maybe 
marked and transferred directly to the shelf. 
The structure further. contemplates a salvage rack 
to (retain the cartons as they are emptied 
so that the aisles are not obstructed by empty 
cartons and time need vnot be lost in disposing 
of them. 
Brie?y described, the truck constitutes a 

wheeled platform with a standard .or upright 
rising vertically at one ,end to stabilize the; 
stacked cartons, the standard serving: as a pusher 
and as a mountfQ-r the work tableandsalvase 
rack. In thelarger seli-servicetstores, it is as» 
t?lsaliyito as? Several utilityrtrgckssqthat;rant 
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. ous-parts of the store may be restocked at the 

10 

same ‘time. Since .floor space usually is at-a 
premium, a further consideration of the inven 
tion has been to. design the trucks in-suchman-ner 
that when they are not use the trucks may 
be stacked one upon ‘another for compact.stors-v 
age. The vertical standard incorporates T618389 
able mounting means for the work table and 
salvage vrack so that they ‘may be detached to 
permit several mating :trucks to be nested to. 

' gether. . 
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Theobjectivesof the-invention therefore, have 
been to provide a utility truck structure which 
incorporates an extensible work table disposed 
at or near shelfheight so that the-usermay price 

. mark the items COIlVBIlleIltlYilDOH the work-table 
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and place vthem directly upon thelstore shelf as 
a-single operationgto provide a detachablesalvage 
rack for the empty cartons so that theymay 
be conveyed by the truck to avoid obstruction of 
the aisles ‘and to design the structure in such 
manner that theindividual trucks will matewith 
each other in nested relationship ‘for compact 
storage. 
Various other features and advantages of ‘the 

structure will be more fully-disclosed in'theacé 
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companying drawings illustrating a preferred ‘em 
bodiment of the invention. 
In the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a side elevation of the improved 

hand truck. 
Figure 2 is an end elevation as projected from 

Figure 1, further illustrating the truck generally. 
Figure 3 ‘is a top plan view of the truck as 

projected from ‘Figure 1, with a; portion of the 
truck platform removed to illustrateits construe-_ 
tion. 

Figure 4 is a front View illustrating the 
salvage rack'as detached frcm the truck 

.Fis-ure .5 a Sectional view taken .onlipe .5—‘5. 
Figure :2. detailing the structure .ofrthe vertical. 
standard of thetruck 
Figure 6 is _a__s_ec_tiona_l view taken on line 575. 

Figure 2, detailing the nesting bracketarranse 
. ment 

Figure ’7,i_s an enlarged fragmentary side eler 
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vation of the upper portion of the truck stand 
ard, partially broken away to illustrate the 
mounting arrangement for the work shelf, with 

i the shelf in its horizontal or operating position. 
Figure B ‘is a viewsimilar toFigure v pillustrat-l 
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ing the work shelf in its upended or inoperative 
Position. 
Figure 9.118 ‘a fragmentary sectional view taken 

91.1. line .s-ail, ...stratiug the mounting structure 
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of the work shelf with reference to the frame 
members of the vertical standard. 
Figure 10 is a sectional view taken on line 

|0—-|0, Figure 1, illustrating the detachable 
mounting structure of the salvage rack. 

Figure 11 is a sectional view taken on line 
|I—| I, Figure 10, further detailing the detach 
able mounting arrangement of the salvage rack. 
Figure 12 is a diagrammatic side view illustrat 

ing the manner in which several trucks may be 
stacked one upon another and nested for com-, 
pact storage. 
Figure 13 is a sectional view taken on line " 

|3—|3, Figure 12, further detailing thebrackets 
by means of which the standards’ are interlocked 
in nested relationship. ‘ ' " ‘ ' . . 

Generally described, the truck constitutes a 
base or platform I 5 constructed preferably from 
sheet metal, having a marginal stiffening ?ange 
I6 bent downwardly around its edges as illus 
trated‘ inrFigure 1. A longitudinal rib H, ex 
tended lengthwise of the platform as shown in 
Figure'3, further strengthens and reinforces the 
top panelv I8 of the platform. The rib I‘! may 
be secured by means of welding indicated at 20 
longitudinally to panel l8 and endwise to the 
margin I6. Other reinforcing ribs (not shown) 
may be installed crosswise of the platform de 
pending upon load requirements and the sheet 
metal gauge utilized. The platform I5 is mounted 
upon truck wheels of commercial design, the rear, 
wheels 2|—2| being journalled upon shafts 22 
carried by inverted U-shaped' brackets 23—23 
formed preferably from heavy gauge sheet metal 
stampings. Each of these includes a top plate 
24 welded to the underside of the platform panel 
l8, as shown in Figure 1 to mount the brackets. 
The front end of the'truck platform is supported 
upon caster units 25-—25 comprised of dirigible 
or rotatable brackets 26—2 6, having caster wheels 
2'I—2'I rotatably mounted upon shafts 28 carried 
by the brackets. The caster units 25 are of a 
commercial design and for this reason are not 
illustrated in detail. It will be noted in Figure 1 
that the upper portion of each caster bracket is 
rotatably connected to a U-shaped top plate 30, 
which is welded to the panel I8 similar to the 
plate 24 for the rear wheels. ‘ 

, The-truck is provided with a vertical standard 
or upright structure, indicated generally at 3| 
(Figure 1), which rises from the end of platform 
I5- and provides a stabilizer 'for the articles 

' stacked upon the platform. The standard serves 
also as a handle for pushing thetruck about the 
store and swinging the standard in the appro 
priate direction as the truck is pushed steers 
the truck by operation of the casters. 
The upright 3| is formed essentially from a pair 

of vertical channel irons 32—32 .(Figures 5 and 
6) secured to the end of the truck preferably by 
welding as at 33. These members are joined to 
gether, to provide a ladder like structure by a 
series of spacers 34 extending crosswise of the 
channel members and secured to the inner web 35 
of the channel members by butt welding as at 
36.. Upon the upper ends of the respective chan 
nel members is mounted a handle bar 31 which 
is secured togthe upper ends of the channels by 
means of the horizontal extensions 38—38 hav 
ing their opposite ends welded as at 40 to the 
upper end of'the channel and to the handle bar 
31. 
The standard 32 is provided with a collapsible 

shelf 4|,‘located toward the upper end of the 
standard, which, in operation, assumes a 1191i" 
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4 
zontal position as shown in Figure 1. When the 
truck is fully loaded, this shelf may be folded 
to a vertical position as shown in broken lines. 
The work shelf or table consists of a panel 42 
provided with an angular connecting portion 43 
which is welded to the edge of the panel as at 44. 
The angular portion 43 is dimensioned to ?t be 
tween the opening de?ned by the webs 35-35 
of the vertical channels 32. Upon the opposite 
end of the angular portion 43 is welded a cross 
bar 45 which is arranged to engage the opposite 
webs of the channels 32-—32 when the table is 
in its horizontal position as shown in Figure 7. 
The edge of the work table thus rests against one 
side of the channels while the extended ends 
46-46 of bar 45 are in bearing engagement with 
the opposite webs of the channels to establish a 
wedging engagement relative to the channels to 
lock the tablelfrictionally at a desired elevation. 
Thus, the table may be adjusted to a desirable 
elevation above the upper cross member 34 or it 
may rest upon the cross member in its lowermost 
position as shown. When it is desired to fold 
the work table out of the way, it is simply up 
ended and the cross bar is slipped into the slot 
4'! formed in the upper end of block 48 which is 
welded to the inner webs of the channels as 
shown in Figures 5 and 8. The slot is approxi 
mately the same width as the thickness of bar 45 
so as to maintain the table securely in its vertical 
position. ‘The table is removed entirely by tilting 
it laterally a su?icient distance to clear the ends 
46 of bar 45 with respect to the channels. ' 
As shown in Figures 1 and 4, the standard 3| 

is provided also with a salvage rack 49 designed 
to receive the empty cartons in collapsed condi 
tion. This rack comprises a platform panel 50 
formed of sheet metal and provided with a U 
shaped vertical frame 5| formed from rod or bar 
stock bent in the shape of an inverted U as shown 
in Figure 4, and provided with horizontal end 
extensions 52—52 formed by bending the lower 
ends of the frame laterally as shown in Figure 1. 
As detailed in Figures 10 and 11 the plate 50 
is secured between the lateral members 52 
preferably by welding as at 53. The opposite 
edges of the plate are provided with vertical 
?anges 54—54 to stiffen the plate at right angles 
to the frame'extensions 52--52. The rack as 
sembly is detachably mounted upon the standard 
3| by means of hooks 55—55 welded to the under 
side of base plate 50 as shown in Figures 10 and 
11. The hooks include angular studs 56 engage 
able with a slot 51 formed in a plate 58 which is 
secured to the channels 32—-32 by welding as at 
59. By reason of the engagement of the studs 
55 with the slot 57 combined with the engage 
ment of the ?ange 54 against the standards 32, 
the assembly is locked in position as shown in 
Figure 11. The rack assembly may be detached 
by swinging the frame 5| toward the standard 
so as to release the binding engagement of the 
base plate against the standards, canting it 
laterally to disengage the hook studs 55 from the 
webs of the channels. The rack provides a con 
venient holder for the cartons as they are emptied 
and collapsed and for other waste materials in 
cident t0 unpacking the merchandise. 
As illustrated in Figure 12, the trucks are 

arranged to be stacked in nested relationship for 
compact storage when they are not in use. In 
order to maintain them in alignment the stand 
ard 3| of each truck is provided with an align 
ment bracket 60 (Figures 6 and 13). This 
Ella/9155i? constitutes the lowermost cross member 
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34 and is formed from a ?at metal bar having 
its opposite ends bent angularly to provide limbs 
6l—-6|, braced by a return bend 62, the ends of 
which are Welded as at 63 to the bar 34 to form 
a triangle. As noted in Figure 6, the limbs 6 l--6l 
converge slightly toward each other and are 
spaced to nest snugly between the webs 35—35 of 
an adjacent truck as shown in Figure 13. The 
bracket assembly is secured to the channels 
32—32 by means of welding as at 64. The sup 
port blocks 48 for the work table 4| occupy the 
same relative position at the upper end of the 
standard as the limbs GI and serve the same pur 
pose. In order to maintain the several trucks in 
a nested relationship, elevating blocks 65 (Figure 
12) may be provided. These maintain the plat 
forms in an inclined plane so that the trucks 
remain in position by gravity. 

If desired, the truck may be equipped with a 
tool box 66 to contain the price marking equip 
ment and other tools and supplies utilized in 
stocking the shelves. The tool box includes angle 
brackets 61—6'l at opposite ends which are welded 
to the lateral handle extensions 38, as shown in 
Figures 3 and 7. The bottom 68 of the box is 
formed preferably from expanded metal as 
shown in Figure 3. 
When the merchandise is packed in cardboard 

cartons, they are stacked upon the truck plat 
form, often to the height of the standard 3| with 
the work shelf 4| folded up out of the way as 
shown in Figures 1 and 8. Suitable tools for 
opening the cartons and marking prices and the 
like on the items are carried in the tool box so 
that the user may mark the articles individually 
as they are removed from the cartons and placed 
upon the shelves. As the stack of cartons 
diminishes, the work table 42 may be extended 
so that the cartons may be placed upon it for 
convenience and efficiency in handling. Since 
this table extends in the same direction as the 
truck platform, there is no danger of overbal 
ancing and upsetting the truck. When the trucks 
are not in use, they may be stacked as shown in 
Figure 12 for compact storage, in which case the 
work table 42 and salvage rack 52 are removed. 
Having described my invention, I claim: 
1. A utility truck comprising; a platform hav 

ing a set of wheels for supporting the platform, 
an upright structure secured to one end of said 
platform, a work table adapted to be mounted 
upon said upright structure, said work table 
engageable against one side of the upright struc 
ture and having a connecting portion extending 
to the opposite side of the structure, a mounting 
bar secured to the connecting portion having end 
extensions engageable with the opposite side of 
the upright to establish a binding engagement 
with the upright to sustain the Work table in a 
horizontal position upon the upright overhanging 
the platform, and a support bracket secured to 
the upright structure adapted to receive said 
mounting bar to sustain the work table in a 
vertical position upon the standard to increase 
the capacity of the truck when the table is not in 
use. 

2. A utility truck comprising; a platform sup 
ported by a set of wheels, an upright structure 
constituting a pair of vertical members secured to 
one end of the platform, a work table adapted to 
be mounted upon said upright structure, said 
table having its side edges con?gurated to em 
brace the vertical members in binding engage 
ment when the table is in a horizontal position, 
a respective retainer block secured to said vertical 
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6 
members, said retainer block including vertical 
slots adapted to receive the edge of the table to 
maintain it in a vertical position when the same 
in upended to increase the capacity of the truck. 

3. A utility truck comprising; a platform sup 
ported by a set of wheels, an upright structure 
constituting a pair of vertical members secured to 
one end of the platform, a Work table adapted to 
be mounted upon said upright structure, said 
table having a connecting portion adapted to ?t 
between said vertical members, 
secured to the edge of said connecting portion, 
and overhanging the vertical members, the verti 
cal members passing between the overhanging 
ends of the cross bar and the adjacent edge of 
the work table when the table is in a horizontal 
position to establish a binding engagement there 
with and retainer blocks secured to said vertical 
members, said blocks including vertical slots 
adapted to receive said crossbar to maintain the 
work table in a vertical position when the same 
is upended. 

4. A utility truck comprising; a platform sup 
ported by a set of wheels, an upright structure 
constituting a pair of vertical channel members 
secured to one end of the platform, brace bars 
extending between said channel members to 

' secure the same together, a work table adapted to 
be mounted upon the upper end of said upright 
structure, said table having a connecting portion 
adapted to ?t between said channel members, a 
cross bar secured to the edge of said connecting 
portion, the ends of said cross bar being adapted 
to engage the respective channel members and 
the adjacent edge of the work table adapted to 
engage the opposite side of said channel members, 
a brace bar disposed beneath the work table to 
support the same, a respective retainer block 
secured to said channel members, said retainer 
block including vertical slots adapted to receive 
said cross bar to maintain the work table in a 
vertical position when the same is upended. 

5. A utility truck comprising; a platform sup 
ported by a set of wheels, an upright structure 
constituting a pair of vertical members secured 
to one end of the platform, a work table adapted 
to be mounted upon said upright structure, said 
table having its side edges con?gurated to em 
brace the vertical members in binding engage 
ment when the table is in a horizontal position, 
retainer blocks secured to said vertical members, 
said blocks including vertical slots adapted to 
receive an edge of the table to maintain the table 
in a vertical position when the same is upended, 
said blocks being extended beyond the vertical 
members and arranged to ?t between the vertical 
members of a duplicate utility truck to provide a 
nested engagement therewith whereby a plurality 
of trucks may be stacked one upon another in 
nested engagement. 

RICHARD C. TACKENBERG. 
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