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This invention relates to a device or mask for 
use in court reporting, assemblies or other gath 
erings to receive directly the uttered or other 
sound in such manner as to be non-disturbing 
to participants, spectators or other persons, be 
ing generally like, following the principles of, 
and an improvement over the device disclosed for 
instance in my co-pendrng application, Ser. No. 
667,827, ?led May 7, 1946, now Patent No. 
2,526,177, granted October 10, 1950. 
A prime object is to provide a construction 

better enabling the employment of ambient 
sound and moisture-absorbing means in the form 
of a readily renewable cartridge. 
A second object is to provide such a cartridge 

in shape-retaining form. 
A third object is to provide a novel casing 

which especially co-acts with the sound and 
moisture-absorbing cartridge so that maximum 
space within the body will be ?lled thereby and 
centering of the cartridge aided. 
The fourth object is to provide a novel con 

struction which avoids interference of the sound 
and moisture-absorbing material with the switch 
or operation thereof. 
Various additional objects and advantages will 

become apparent as the description proceeds. 
In the accompanying drawings illustrating one 

operative embodiment: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view. of the improved 

dictating mask as held in operative position by 
a hand suggested in dotted lines; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the mask in open 
condition with a sound and moisture absorbing 
cartridge about to be inserted; and 

Fig. 3 is a central vertical sectional view taken 
longitudinally through the mask. 

Referring speci?cally to the drawings wherein 
like reference characters designate like or similar 
parts, 9 designates a casing or body of any suit 
able length, shape and material, such as modern 
plastic, or metal like aluminum or magnesium, in 
view of its light weight or otherwise and in any 
approved size and for example consisting of sec 
tions l0 and II. The former is hollow and gen 
erally cylindrical for the passage of sound there 
through, and the latter is a normally closed end 
therefor. Closure section II is displaceable, be 
ing either detachable or removable, or, as shown, 
hinged at [2 to coacting lugs 13 and I4 fastened 
respectively to section I0 and an annular mar 
ginal rim l5 of closure section II. One or more 
spring-metal or plastic clips 16 on section l0 have 
latching engagement with said rim I5 to normal 
ly prevent opening of the casing. At the open 
dictation end of the section l0, it is ?ared some 
what at Illa and wedged therein is a flexible rub 
ber diaphragm-like face piece or sound receiver 
[1 similar or equivalent to that disclosed at 14 
etc. in my aforesaid application Ser. No. 667,827, 
Rivets H)17 or a bonding cement or both may be 
used to secure receiver I‘! within said ?are I0“ 
and aid in sealing the junction airtight. Sound 
receiver l1 contacts and ?ts the face of a dicta 
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2 
tor and surrounds and encloses the mouth or nose 
and carries a microphone 20 at any suitable loca 
tion. As in said pending application the face 
piece or sound receiver l‘l carries a relatively thin 
flange l'la (like 16 in said pending application) 
extending around and inwardly from the pe 
riphery contacting and ?tting the face of a diota~ 
tor surrounding and enclosing the mouth and 
nose and the cheek-bones to absorb or tend to 
absorb sounds vibrating through such bones. 
Conductors l9 operatively connect said micro 

phone to a conventional dictating machine, and 
one of which conductors is preferably grounded 
to such machine. A conventional switch 22, 
through the conductors 23, one of which may be 
grounded, controls the operation of the said dic 
tating machine, and such conductors 2| and 23 
are suitably covered or protected and pass 
through a guiding and wear-reducing grommet 
24 in the Wall of section [0. Said receiver I1 
above the microphone 20 has a suitable number 
of breather openings 24 therethrough. 

Section I0 is ?lled with an ambient sound and 
moisture absorbing mass, for instance, of cel 
lulosic material, felt, or any suitable equivalent 
M, preferably in the form of a cartridge which 
is shape-retaining and thus capable of more ex 
peditious handling. This cartridge M is shown 
to best advantage in Fig. 2, wherein closure II is 
open with respect to the section I0 and the car 
tridge M is about to be inserted into the section 
I0 through the available end thereof. In order 
to render mass M shape-retaining, it is prefer 
ably dipped into a starch solution, a plastic solu 
tion or any equivalent, and then dried. This 
readily removable and replaceable cartridge com 
pletely ?lls the available space in the section I0= 

Note that the 
shape-retaining nature of the cartridge provides, 
a depression in the adjacent end of the cartridge 

In the 
section [0 between the diaphragm and the car-v 
tridge, a sheet of air penetrable metallic or 
plastic gauze 2B is disposed, preferably being; 
cemented at its marginal edge to the section “1., 
The conductors l9 and 23 are sufficiently slack. 
to closely lie against the wall 19 and rim l5, ~ 
thus enabling free opening of closure H and 
ready and frequent replacement of the cartridge: 

behind the sound receiver IT. 

M, which inter?ts with the receiver 11. 

M in the aid of sanitation. 
The aforesaid rim l5 abuts the rear end of the 

cartridge M and will assist in moving the latter‘ 
into position if not accurately applied. This’v 
feature is augmented by the rabbetting at 21 of 
a marginal edge of the rim to enable it to slight 
ly telescope into the section I 0. . 

Extending integrally from rim I5 is a hollow 
knob-like projection 28 which carries a bracket 
29 therein directly mounting switch 22. Such 
switch is preferably of the type having a depres 
sible actuator 30 including a plastic or other 
?ngerpiece 3|, which is guided in and normally 
projects above an opening 32 in the upper wall 
of the knob 28. This ?ngerpiece is wedge-shaped 
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in cross-section and normally-closes opening, 3-2, 
but as it is narrowest at its top, the depression, 
will partly uncover opening 32 to function as~a~ 
breather opening. 

It will be noted that Tim l5 forms an abut-; 
ment to movement of the cartridge] or other 
mass M toward the switch 22, and that the lat 
ter is so mounted that there willrb‘e no’ interfere 
ence between the same and mass or cartridge M. 

In using the device it, is grasped in one hand: 
by the knob 23, as suggested by the dotted lines 
in. Fig. _1., and. talked into while. the. sound. re. 
ceiv'er i1; is held against the face, surrounding 
the; ‘chin, mouth and nose, sound being. trans. 
mined, through the. microphone‘. to the. talking? 
‘machine, ambient sound; however being.» muliied 
and absorbed within the casing and prevented 
from passing to the exterior by thecartridge M. 
The ?nger-piece 31 is readily manipulated by 
one ?nger of the hand which grasps the knob 
28, and when depressed partly uncovers-opening 
32 so. that the latter functions as-a breather 
opening. 7 . ' 

Whenever desired, the. closure l.l- may ‘be 
moved. on its hinge i2 to. and. from. open..p0si.~ 
tion, disengaging and engaging. the latch, it, .to 
facilitate replacement of-the cartridge M, which 
is advisable from. time to.- time because of mois 
ture absorption. _ 

Various changes may be resorted to provided 
they fall within the spirit and- scope of; the. in 
vention. 

I claim: 
1». A dictating device comprising a. twoeended 

body having one end open to receive sound, a 
displaceableclosure at the other.endoi-thebody, 
an electric microphone and-a control. switch in 
said; body, electric current conducting. means 
connected to, said, microphone through. said 
switch, a sound-absorb'nig .?ller . in the. body- ap 
plicable and removable when the closure-isdis 
placed, a. ?exible diaphragm-like. receiver out 
wardly enlargedv with. respect to. the. other end 
offsaid body, closing. the latter end; saidomicro 
phonejbeing carried by said‘ receiver, a?exible 
face-?tting. ?ange on the interior or". said: re~ 
ceiver, said control switch being ‘mounted vby 
saidv closure and said. closure having'a portion 
interposed between said: ?ller and said switch~ a 
prevent interference .of the ?llerwith-operajtion ' 
of the switch. 

2. A dictating device comprisingla two-ended 
body having one end open to receive sound; a 
displaceable closure at the other end-of-thebody, 
a control switch carried by said closure andop'erl 
able from the exterior thereonan electricmiéro 
phone in said body, electric conducting ‘means 
connected to said microphone through said 
switch, a sound-absorbent cartridge in the body 
of shape-retaining characteristic, said cartridge 
being applicable and removable whenthe closure 
is displaced, and said closure means abutting 
said cartridge andv maintaining it'outof‘inter 
fering relation with said switch. > 

3. A dictating device comprising atwo-ended 
body having one end-open to receive ‘sound, a 
displaceable closure at the other end ofrth'ebovdy, 
an electric microphone vand a ‘control switch‘ in 
said’ body, electric current conducting naeans 
connected to said microphone through; said 
switch, a sound absorbinglcartridge ‘in. the ‘body, 
arsound receiver in the open end» ofsaid body, 
‘said receiver and-closure having ‘openings. to 
enable breathing through .said- cartridge,~'said 
cartridge having a depression inter?ttefdl>=with 
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4 
said‘ sound. receiver, said; switch being carried by 
said closure and said closure having a portion 
abutting said cartridge and maintaining said 
cartridge out of interfering engagement with 

. switch 
4‘. A dictating device comprising a two-ended 

body'having one end open to receive sound, a 
?exible soundreceiver closing the open end of 
saidbodyand outwardly enlarged with respect 
thereto, a closure at the other end of the body, 
an electric microphone carried by said sound 
receiver, a control switcnelectric. curli?nfz con 
ducting. means connected; to Said IZfiiQK-ODhQIi? 
through said. switch, a sound-absorbing.‘ fillerv in 
the, body. applicableand removable. through the 
said open end whenthe closure is displaced, 
said closure having. a. hand-grasping portion 
carrying said switch;v and forming an abutment 
for said ?ller to; space the jlatterxout of. inheri 
fering. relation with said . switch. 

5. A dictating. device. comprising a two:_ended 
body having one end open. to receive. sound, a 
?exible sound receiver closing the open end;.of 
said body. and. outwardly enlarged. with respect 
thereto, a closure-.at the. other end of the body, 
an‘electric microphone. carried. by saidreceiver 
and a control switch in saidbody, electric current 
conducting meansconnected to said microphone 
through said switch, a . sound-absorbing. ?ller. in 
the body inter?ttedwith said sound receiver, 
said closure being in displaceable relation with 
respect to the body and having a rim extending 
partly across the adjacent end. of the. :body, and 
a hollow knob-like outward extension .on .the 
closure, said switch being mounted .on. said;.ex' 
tension and maintained outo-f-interferingrela 
tion with the ?ller-by‘ said, ' ' 

6. A dictating device comprising a double. 
ended dictating body, an electric microphone 
within said body, a sound-absorbing ?ll-ing- in 
the body, a closuremeans-hinged to one end- of 
the body, a rim onv said- closure "means extending 
partly across one-end‘ofjthe-device, an outwardly 
extending hollow '7 knob-like extension on ‘the 
closure having an opening to enable breathing 
therethrough, av control switch within said‘: ex 
tension,rsaid rim preventing interference at vsaid 
?ller with said switch, said: switch having; ‘a 
?nger-piece sl-idable in said- opening, and said 
body having an opening, conductor means pass 
ing through said latter“ opening to said-'micror 
phone vand switch. ' ~ ' 
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