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The present invention relates to cleaning de 
vices and more particularly a cleaning device of 
the swab or mop type. 
Numerous articles or devices are being manu 

factured and sold for the purpose of lightening 
the many tasks of a housewife, such as new or 
novel window cleaners, polishing cloths, dusting 
papers, et cetera. One task which is still objec 
tionable however, is that of cleaning a toilet bowl, 
which is still performed by using an ordinary type 
of brush. After being used‘ the brush must be 
washed and dried and put aside for future use; 
such does not approach a criterion in so far as 
optimum sanitary procedures are concerned. The 
average housewife would prefer to use a brush 
once and then discard it, using a new brush on 
each occasion, but such is impracticable due to 
the expense involved. 
The present invention aims to overcome ‘the 

above and other difficulties or objections by pro 
viding a new and improved device adapted to be 
used for cleaning toilet bowls having a single-use 
swab or brush portion which may be readily dis 
carded after being used. The invention further 
contemplates the provision of a new and im 
proved holder for a cleaning member such as a 
swab or mop. 
An object of the present invention is to pro— 

vide a new and improved cleaning device. 
Another object of the invention is to provide a 

new and improved cleaning device having a read 
ily detachable swab part. 
Another object is to provide a new and im 

proved cleaning device having a swab portion 
which may be released from a relatively remote 
location. 
Other and further objects of the invention will 

be obvious upon an understanding of the illustra 
tive embodiment about to be described, or will 
be indicated in the appended claims, and various 
advantages not referred to herein will occur to 
one skilled in the art upon employment of the 
invention in practice. 
A preferred embodiment of the invention has 

been chosen for purposes of illustration and de 
scription and is shown in the accompanying draw 
ings, forming a part of the speci?cation, wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing the present 
cleaning device in use; 

Fig. 2 is a view showing more particularly the 
swab holder or handle portion of the device illus 
trated in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a longitudinal sectional view showing 
the cleaning device with a swab in position; 

Fig. 4 is a longitudinal sectional view showing 
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2 
the swab retaining device in a different position; 

Fig. 5 is a longitudinal sectional view taken 
along the line 5—5 of Fig. 4; and 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view show 
ing a modi?ed form of the present invention. 

Referring more particularly to Fig. 1 a preferred 
embodiment of the present cleaning device is 
shown in use. The cleaning device comprises a 
swab, mop, or other suitable scrubbing portion I 
retained adjacent one end of an elongated holder 
or handle portion 2; in Fig. 3 there is shown a 
cross section through the cleaning device with the 
swab I held in position at one end of the handle 
portion 2. The elongated handle 2 is adapted to 
securely retain the swab at all times and is also 
of such-nature that the ‘swab may be readily re 
leased or removed from the handle portion with— 
out the necessity of touching it with the hands. 
As shown in Fig. 3 the swab l is retained or 

clamped in position between oppositely disposed 
jaws or ?exible clamping portions 4 and 5 of an 
outer substantially tubular member 1. The jaws 
4 and 5 are of such construction that their normal 
tendency is to separate or spread apart from each 
other. In Figs. 2 and 3 the jaws are shown held 
inwardly against'the end or neck portion 8 of a 
swab I by a sleeve, ring, or band member Ill which 
extends about the elongated tubular member ‘I. 
When the sleeve I0 is moved away from the jaws 
4 and 5, to some such position as shown in Fig. 2, 
the jaws 4 and 5 may spread apart, due to the 
inherent ?exibility of the material from which 
the tubular member 1 is formed. 
When the jaws 4 and 5 are spread apart or 

separated from each other the end portion 3 of a 
mop may be readily inserted into the space or 
opening intermediate the jaw. When the swab 
has thus been inserted between the jaws the band 
or sleeve member It may be pressed downwardly 
over the exterior surfaces of the jaws 1% and 5 to 
press or urge them inwardly into firm engagement 
with a neck portion 8 of the swab. The normal 
frictional engagement between the interior sur 
face of the sleeve I0 and the exterior surfaces of 
the jaws vll and 5 is generally suf?cient to retain 
the sleeve in the forward swab-holding relation 
ship such as is illustrated in Figs. 1 and 3. If 
desired, the ‘exterior surfaces of the jaws and the 
interior surface of the sleeve l0 could be suitably 
roughened or knurled to increase the holding en 
gagement between these parts. 
While the tubular member ‘I has been shown 

with the jaws 4 and 5 formed integrally there~ 
with it will be clear that the jaws could be formed 
from a separate member or members and attached 
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to the tubular member 1 by any suitable securing 
means. 

It has been found that utilizing a tubular mem 
ber made from some commercially available plas 
tic material gives satisfactory results in actual 
practice. Such materials are easily formed, and 
the jaws 4 and 5 may be provided by slitting the 
end of the tubular member 1 and spreading the re 
sulting jaws 4 and 5 apart, preferably while being 
heated. When the heat is removed and the jaws 
of the tubular member cool to room temperature 
the normal tendency for the jaws is to remain 
spread apart in some position such as is shown in 
Figs. 2 and 4. The forked or bifurcated portion 
formed by the jaws 4 and 5 facilitates insertion 
of a mop I and secure clamping thereof upon 
movement of the sleeve l8 over the jaws to force 
them inwardly against the mop. It will be under 
stood that any suitable metal, such as aluminum, 
may be used in the manufacture of the present 
cleaning device. 

Adjacent each end of the tubular member 1 
there are preferably provided outwardly extend 
ing projections H and i 2 which are adapted to 
prevent separation of the sleeve ill from the tubu 
lar member ‘I. The sleeve I0 may be ?rst ?tted 
over the tubular member and the projections H 
and I2 formed subsequently, or the projections l i 
and 12 may be ?rst formed and then an enlarged 
but shrinkable sleeve placed over the tubular 
member so that upon shrinking of the sleeve it 
will be of such size as to freely slide to and fro over 
the tubular member and yet be retained thereon 
by the end projections I l and 12.. It is also feas 
ible to construct the sleeve of complementary 
halves and to secure them together by using a 
suitable cement or solvent material. 
With the swab portion l thus retained in 

position by the tubular member 1 the device 
may be used for cleaning purposes in the usual 
manner. Upon completion of a particular clean 
ing task the swab may be removed from the tu 
bular holder 1 by means of an elongated member 
I4 preferably disposed interiorly of the tubular 
member ‘I. This inner rod I4 is of such diameter 
or outer dimension that it is adapted to be freely 
movable to and fro in a longitudinal direction 
with respect to the outer tubular member T; it 
may be retained in assembled relationship with 
in the tubular member ‘I by enlargements, pro 
jections or stop portions IE and I7 formed ad 
jacent opposite ends of the inner rod IA. 
The enlarged portion IS on the inner rod l4 

adjacent the jaws 4 and 5 of the tubular mem 
ber 1 is adapted to contact a shoulder portion i9 
within the tubular member ‘I to prevent with 
drawal of the inner rod I 4 from the upper or 
right end of the tube. The shoulder ll located 
adjacent the upper end of the inner rod 14 is 
adapted to contact a shoulder or end portion 20 
on the tubular member 1 upon movement of the 
inner rod toward the lower or left end of the 
tubular member. 
During cleaning operations the inner rod mem 

ber M will normally be located adjacent the up 
per end of the tubular member ‘I, as illustrated 
in Fig. 3. Upon completion of the particular 
cleaning task the handle portion 22 of the rod 
[4 may be pressed toward the tubular member ‘I 
so that the end 23 of the inner rod comes into 
contact with the end portion 25 of the mop I. 
When the user grips the tubular member 1 with 
one hand and presses the inner rod ?rmly for 
wardly against the mop, the mop will be re— 
leased or ejected from between the clamping 
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means or jaws 4 and 5 of the tubular member 1. 
In Fig. 4 the inner rod or ejecting member I4 
is shown in its fully forward ejecting position, 
with the enlarged portion ll adjacent the other 
end resting against the shoulder 28 of the tu 
bular member, the swab or mop having been 
ejected from between the jaws 4 and 5 and the 
sleeve l0 moved away from the jaws. 

Preferably the swab portion I is manufactured 
from specially prepared paper ?ller material 
which is soluble or which disintegrates after 
being soaked in water for a relatively short period 
of time. The swab, of course, does not disin 
tegrate immediately upon coming into contact 
with water but retains its cleaning character 
istics for an ample period of time to complete the 
usual cleaning task. With this type of swab or 
mop, the swab may be ejected by the ejecting rod 
I 4 from a remote location, upon completion of 
the cleaning task, and ?ushed away without 
danger of clogging any plumbing ?xtures or con 
duits. A new sanitary ?ller may be inserted be 
tween the retaining jaws 4 and 5 for each dif 
ferent cleaning task. The complete ejecting or 
releasing action may be accomplished without 
touching the swab or without soiling the hands in 
any way and it is not necessary to wash the swab, 
dry it, and retain it for future use. 
While the present device has been shown with 

only two jaws adjacent the end of the tubular 
member 1 it will be clear that any suitable num- 
ber of jaws may be used, for example three, 
four or ?ve .iaws. 
In Fig. 6 there is illustrated a modi?ed form 

of the invention wherein an inner rod member 
I 45; is retained within the outer substantially 
tubular member ‘Ia by means of a co-operating' 
pin and slot construction. The slot 28 of the 
outer member 7a has projecting therethrough a 
pin or protuberance 29, which is carried by the 
inner member I la. The ends 30 and 3! of the 
slot 28 act as stops for limiting the extent of the‘ 
to and fro longitudinal movement of the inner 
rod with respect to the outer tubular member‘, 
and thus prevent separation of the two parts‘. 
The pin or protuberance 29 of the inner rod Ma 
may be provided by placing a pin into an aperture‘ 
or hole within the inner rod and securing it 

I thereto by means of a suitable solvent or cement‘. 
50 
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75 ber extending around said tubular member and’. 

It will be seen that the present invention err» 
vides a new and improved cleaning device from‘ 
which a soiled swab or mop may be readily 
ejected without soiling the hands of a user. The 
swab or mop portion readily disintegrates after 
being soaked in water for a sui?cient and rela 
tively short time and hence may be flushed away 
after use. While the present cleaning device 
has been shown and described chiefly for use in 
connection with the cleansing of toilet bowls it 
will be clear that its use is not limited to this 
?eld but that it may be utilized for cleaning pur 
poses generally. 
As various changes may be made in the form, 

construction and arrangement of the parts herein 
without departing from the spirit and scope of 
the invention and without sacri?cing any of its 
advantages, it is to be understood that all matter 
herein is to be interpreted as illustrative and not. 
in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described our invention, we claim :' 
l. A swab holding device of the class described 

comprising a tubular member having a plural-' 
ity of integral and outwardly ?aring resilient 
jaws adjacent one end thereof, an annular mem 
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slidable over said jaws for moving them toward 
each other to grip a portion of a swab, means 
projecting outwardly from the tubular member 
at spaced locations for retaining said annular 
member thereon at all times, a longitudinally 
movable rod member within said tubular mem 
ber adapted to be moved toward said jaws'to 
forcibly eject a swab while the swab is gripped 
by said jaws, cooperating transversely extending 
shoulders on the tubular and rod members for 
preventingremoval of the rod member from the 
tubular member upon movement of the former 
in a direction away from said jaws, additional 
cooperating transversely extending shoulders ‘on 
the tubular and rod members for limiting the ex 
tent of movement of said rod member toward 
said jaws, and an elongated rod portion project 
ing a substantial distance outwardly from said 
additional transversely extending shoulder of the 
rod member and disposed exteriorly of said tu 
bular member at all times. 

2. A device as claimed in claim 1, in which said 
shouldersof the tubular member comprise op 
positely disposed end walls of a longitudinally 
extending slot in the tubular member, and in 25 

which said shoulders or the rod member comprise 
oppositely disposed surface portions of a projec 
tion carried by the rod and extending into said 
slot. 

ROBERT C. MONROE. 
LOUISE Y. McCLEMENT. 
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