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My invention relates to a measuring and hold 
ing device for tea, coffee, and the like. ' 
One of the objects of this invention-is to pro 

vide a device of this class, which has a simple 
slidable cover which isso constructed as to re- - 
sist backward bending, and further so as to seat 
?rmly upon the rim of the receptacle when the 
cover is shifted thereover.v , -~ -; _ . 

Still another important object of this inven 
tion is to provide a cover. for a device of this 
class, which is conca-veat its inner-side for the 
purpose of strengthening the same,-and also to 
provide space for the reasonable expansion or 
swelling of the coffee, tea, or other contents, when 

within the receptacle.‘ r 
A further important object. ofthis invention is 

to provide a sanitary article of this. class, that is, 
one which maybe easily, and‘quickly cleaned by 
wholly removing the cover from one end of the 
receptacle, or from the handle thereof. , = 

Another'important object ofthis invention is to 
provide a device of this class‘which is particularly 
simple and economical of construction, simpleto 
operate, and which will notreadily getoutof 
order. , Y , " i I‘ ' 

With these and other objects in view, as will 
appear hereinafter, ‘I have devised a means for 
measuring and facilitating infusion of tea, coffee, 
and‘ the like, and a means or vdevice of this class‘ 
having certain novel features-of construction, 
combination, and arrangement-of‘parts and ‘por 
tions, as will be hereinafter described in detail 
and particularly set forth in the appended claims, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings and to the characters of reference thereon, 
which form a part of this application, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan view of my measuring and hold 
ing device in a preferred form, the dotted lines 
showing one of the members shifted to a partly 
withdrawn position; 

Fig. 2 is a side or edge view thereof; 
Fig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary longitudinal 

sectional view thereof, taken through 3—3 of Fig. 
1, showing the cover in a closed position over the 
receptacle; ‘ 

Fig. 4 is a similar fragmentary sectional view 
thereof, but showing the cover in a retracted po 
sition; 

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view thereof, 
taken through 5—-5 of Fig. l; and 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged sectional view thereof, 
taken through 6-6 of Fig. 3. 
The device shown in Figs. 1 and 2 is made of 

two sheet metal stampings. One member, which 
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will ‘be hereinafter referred to as the receptacle I}, 
is substantially in the form of a deep spoon but 
is provided with small perforations la. The large 
or blunt end of thespoon-shaped receptacle has 
a long ?at handle 2, which is narrower than the 
receptacle and is longitudinally ribbed at its mid- - 
dle portion, as shown in Figs. 1 and 6, for the 
purpose of strength and for guiding the cover 3. 
The rib, designated 28-, is offset upwardly at the 
median portion of the handle, and is relatively 

. wide, as shown. 
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The peripheral portion of the receptacle has a 
bead or narrow ?ange l", which is in the same 
plane and merges in gradual curves with the 0p 
posite edges of the handle, as shown in Fig. l.‘ 
The cover 3, which preferably also has perfora 

tions, designated 3%, has a surrounding bead or 
?ange 3b, which, conforms to and is adapted ‘to 
slide upon the bead lb of the receptacle, for shift 
ing the cover to either a closed position directly 
over the receptacle or to an open retracted posi 
tion clear of the receptacle. 
The cover is also generally inverted spoon 

shaped and has at its blunt end a handle 4, .con 
forming substantially in cross-section to that of 
the handle 2 thereunder. The lateral edges of 
the handle 4 are crimped around the lateral edges 
of the handle 2, the crimped-over portions form 
ing ?anges 4a engaging the under sides of the 
lateral portions of the handle 2. 
The middle portion of the cover may be de 

. ?ned as concave orraised at itsunder side, pro 
viding clearance or an enlargement for the ex 
pansion or swelling of the contents ofthe re 
ceptacle when the contents are steeped in hot 
water, during the preparation of tea in a cup. 
The raised portion or central rib 4b of the 

handle 4 merges with the upwardly offset or raised 
portion of the cover, providing such reinforcing 
for the cover which will prevent backward bend 
ing of the same about the handle. 
The upper surface of the raised portion or 

rib 4ID is roughened or knurled by transverse 
serrations 4° to provide a thumb hold for fa 
cilitating withdrawal of the cover rearwardly 
along the handle 4 so as to open the receptacle, 
as shown in Fig. 4. 
At the intersection of the forward end of the 

central rib 2a of the handle 2 and the rearward 
curved portion of the bowl-like receptacle l, 
the metal isv indented from the under side, this 
indented portion providing, in effect, a trans 
verse raised bead. The bead provides a stop 
for resisting rearward movement of the cover, 
the inner side of the forward rim portion 3b 
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of the spoon-shaped cover engaging the head, 
as shown in Fig. 4 of the drawings. 
Forward movement of the cover along the re 

ceptacle is preferably limited by the engage 
ment of the forward ends of the crimped over 
portions or ?anges 4a of the handle 4 of the 
cover member with ‘the curved rearward por 
tions of the receptacle member I, referred to 
above. ' '-_ f A ‘ .' 

The receptacle‘ and cover elements are stamped 
from sheet metal preferably, although not nec 
essarily, of stainless character, the dies in which 
these elements are formed being made with great 
precision so that when the cover 3 is slidinto 
place on the handle 2 the ?anges lla snugly em 
brace the lateral edges of the handle. By this 
provision, the bottom surface of the peripheral 
portion of the cover 3 is retained against the 
upper surface of the bead lb of the receptacle . 
I. It has been explained that the rearward 
sliding movement of the cover 3 to open posi 
tion is limited by the bead 2b. However, due 
to, the inherent resiliency of the metal of the 
cover 3, the latter is adapted to ?ex upwardly, 
'when the handle is forced rearwardly, so as 
to permit the forward end of the cover 3 to 
ride over the bead 2"). By this provision, it is 
possible to withdraw the cover 3, entirely from 
the handle 2 when it is desired to thoroughly 
clean the two elements of the device. 

I wish it to be understood that I do not de 
sire to be limited to the, exact details of ,con 
struction shown and described, for obvious modi 
?cations will occur to a person skilled in the 
art. ’ 

Iclaim: ' 

1. A device of the class described comprising 
a substantially spoon-shaped perforated recep 
tacle having a laterally projecting peripheral 
?ange, a handle portion of uniform width 
throughout the length thereof projecting from 
said receptacle in the plane of said ?ange, a 
longitudinally disposed reinforcing guide rib‘ on 
said handle, one extremity of said rib extend 
ing downwardly into said receptacle, vthe op 
posed extremity of said rib terminating short 
of the. outer extremity of said handle, a cover 
member of inverted spoon-shape having a lat 
erally projecting peripheral ?ange complemen 
tary to said ?rst-mentioned ?ange and adapted 
to rest upon said ?ange of said receptacle, a 
lateral extension on said cover member overly 
ing said handle portion and provided with down 
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wardly and inwardly extending ?anges embrac 
ing the longitudinal edges of said handle por 
tion and mounting said cover member for slid 
ing movement relative to said receptacle from 
a ?rst position wherein the cover member closes 
said receptacle to a second position wherein the 
cover member is disposed laterally of said re 
ceptacle to open the same, said cover member 
being resilieef and nel‘mally ?exed downwardly 
with the flange’ thereof engaging the'flange of 

7 said receptacle, a longitudinally disposed up 
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struck rib on said lateral extension engaging the 
reinforcing rib. of'said handle portion and guid 
ing the movement of said cover member on said 
handle member, and an upstruck stop bead on 
said handle portion located adjacent the junc 
ture thereof with said receptacle and engage 
able by said cover member when the latter is 
slid to open position to resist complete with 
drawal of the cover member from said handle 
member, said cover member being yieldably up 
wardly to ride over said stop bead and permit 
sliding movement of said cover member beyond 
said open position in response to a longitudinal 
force of- su?icient magnitude applied thereto to 
allow complete separation of said cover mem 
ber and handle portion. 

2. A device as set forth in claim 1 in which 
the upper surface of the longitudinally disposed 
upstriicl; rib on the lateral extension of the 
cover member is provided with finger engaging 
ridges to assist in'the sliding movement of said 
cover member. " 

‘ FRANK R. CHESTER. 
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