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The present invention relates generally to flu 
orescent tube lighting ?xtures and is more par 
ticularly directed to the lampholders carried by 
the ?xture and which are designed to receive the 
ends of the discharge tubes, support them in the 
?xture and provide electric contacts for their 
terminals. 
The main object of the present invention is 

generally to facilitate the assembly or the mount 
ing of the lampholder on the ?xture, and to 
provide a structure in which the assembly wiél 
remain ?xed in- ordinary use. The present in 
vention further aims to provide the ?xture manu 
facturer with lampholders which have, as an in-_ 
tegral part thereof, a maleelement which may 
be readily inserted into a cooperating female ele 
ment in the ?xture for securing the lampholder 
in position. 
A further object of the invention is to provide 

the lampholder with a bowed metal leaf spring 
or similar device which‘ may enter a suitable 
opening or other receptacle in a lamp ?xtureand 
be captured therein andthereby secure the lamp 
holder ?rmly in the desired position. 
Another object of the invention is to secure 

or amx the spring or other resilient element to 
the lampholder without the employment of any 
fastening devices other than are already parts 
of the lampholder as now commonly manufac 
tured. 
Another object of the present invention is to 

provide a ?uorescent light ?xture with double 
walled end walls, the inner of the double walls 
having asuitable opening to receive the spring on 
the lamp holder and secure the lamp holder 
?rmly in position. , . 

In the accompanying drawing: 
Fig. 1 illustrates the lamp ?xture embodying 

the present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a face view of the re?ector which’ 

carries the lampholders and ?uorescent tube; 
Fig. 3 is a side view showing the mounting of 

the lampholders on the re?ector; 
Fig. 4 is a rear view of the lampholder; 
Fig. 5 is a face view of the end wall of the re 

flector; 
Fig. 6 is a sectional view taken on line 6—6 in 

Fig. 4; 
Fig. 7 is a sectional view taken on line ‘l—'l. 
The lampholder 10 may be of any desired con 

struction, and the present invention is concerned 
with the manner in which the lampholder may be 
attached or mounted on a ?xture, and not with 
the ‘construction of the lampholder per se. Such 
lampholders carry strip conductors disposed with 
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in the body of insulating material, the conduc~ 
tors providing a pair of terminals in a recess on 
one face of the lampholder which receives and 
holds one end of the discharge tube II and es 
tablishes contact between the terminals in the 
socket and the terminals of the lamp tube. In 
some forms, as in the form shown in the draw 
ings, a cover plate l2 of rigid insulating mate 

. rial is employed for covering the passages and 
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recesses in which the receptacle contact are 
mounted. The plate i2 is customarily anchored. > 
in position by the pin l3. In the lampholder 
embodying the present invention the bowed spring 
14 is anchored in position immediately against 
the exposed face of the cover plate l2 by means 
of the pin I3. While this is the preferred man 
ner of mounting the spring Ill, it will be under 
stood that the'present invention is not limited 
to this speci?c manner of mounting the spring 
I4 and that the same may be mounted and 
anchored‘ on the lampholder II! in any suitable 
manner, one essential feature of the invention 
residing‘ in affixing and securing the double 
mounted spring M to the lampholder I0 so that 
the same may be securely ?xed on the, ?xture 
without the use of screws or bolts or nuts and 
merely by a thrust of the spring M into a suit 
able aperture or opening in the Wall of the ?x 
ture. 
For the purposes above described, the spring 

M is made of resilient steel or the like and com 
prises a ?at base l5 with a prong [5 at each end 
thereof curved in the manner shown toward each 
other. Each of the prongs I5 is preferably pro 
vided with a cut-out portion it in order to in 

‘ crease the resilience of the prong. 
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The lamp ?xture generally indicated by the 
reference character 20, and which may be of any 
type, the type shown‘herein being merely illus 
trative, is provided with a suitable opening or 
cut-out portion 22 for receiving and ?rmly an 
choring the Spring l4 and the lampholder Hi. In 
the preferred form of the invention, the end struc 
tures of the ?xture each include preferably two 
parallel spaced walls 24 and 26. The inner wall 
24 is provided with a cut-out portion 22 shown 
in Figure 5. The ends 28 of the cut-out portion 
are shaped as shown so that when the lampholder 
and its spring I4 is forced into this opening, the 
edges 28 ?rmly engage the bases of the prongs l8 
and thus hold the lampholder and lamp securely 
in position. As the lampholder with its spring is 
forced into the opening 22, one or both of the 
prongs I6 yield, and when the face of the lamp 
holder abuts the face of the wall 24, the prongs 
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l6 expand again and press ?rmly against the 
edges 28 of the opening 22. If desired, the edges 
28 may be cut away at the corners as shown at 
30. The side edges of the opening 22 are pref 
erably cut away as shown at 32 in order to pro 
vide for the passage of the cord or wires 34 into 
the space between the two walls 24 and 26, al 
though, if desired, the cord or wires may be led 
along the exposed face of the wall 24 into the 
passage or conduit 34. 
In the processing or manufacturing of the pres 

ent invention, the lampholder I0, together with 
its cover plate l2 and the mounting spring [4, 
are manufactured and secured together to con 
stitute a unit by the pin I3 and is sold and de 
livered to the appliance or ?xture manufacturer 
as a unit, together with the cord 34. The ap 
pliance or ?xture manufacturer, in assembling 
the ?xture, merely presses the lampholder I0 into 
the opening 22 of the ?xture. 
The present invention is applicable to a large 

variety of lamp ?xtures which are designed to 
employ discharge tubes and is also applicable to 
the several types of lampholders or lamp recep 
tacles commonly in use. 
The bowed spring [4 is preferably made of 

relatively heavy spring steel, with the consequence 
that its base plate [5 is considerably more rigid 
and less yielding than the prongs l6, which are 
rendered more resiilent by the cut-out portion 
18, which form a pair of parallel resilient arms 
which are directed outwardly and away from the 
ends of the base I5. The distance between the 
edges 28 of the receptacle 22 is substantially the 
same as the length of the base l5. By the aid 
of this construction the lampholder is held se 
curely in position with its peripheral portion held 
in full and ?rm engagement with the wall 24 of 
the ?xture. 

It will be understood that the present invention 
may be embodied in structures that depart in 
some respects from the speci?c form shown here, 
it being understood that this form is merely il 
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lustrative of the invention, which is de?ned by 
the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A ?uorescent discharge tube lighting ?xture 

comprising a canopy having a cut-out portion, a 
lamp holder having a front face having at least 
one lamp receiving passage and a rear face hav 
ing a recess and depressions communicating with 
the recess and receiving conducting elements, an 
insulating plate in the recess and covering the 
depressions, a bracket disposed against the plate, 
and means securing the bracket and plate to the 
lampholder, the bracket having a pair of resilient 

I metal prongs entering said cut-out portion, each 
of said prongs being bowed outwardly beyond the 
recess and the edge of the cut-out portion enter 
ing the space between the bowed portion and the 
holder._ 

2. A lampholder for tubular discharge lamps 
comprising a body of insulating material having 
a front face having at least one lamp receiving 
passage and a rear face having a recess and de 
pressions communicating with the recess and re 
ceiving conducting elements, an insulating plate 
in the recess and covering the depressions, a 
bracket disposed against the plate, and means 
securing the bracket and plate to the body, the 
bracket having a pair of resilient metal prongs 
bowed outwardly beyond the recess. 
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