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1 . 
'My present invention relates "to imulti-pur-pose 

furniture and more particularly to pieces of 
‘furniture adapted to be ‘used individually ‘or 
in :a variety-of combinations for seating ‘purposes. 
An object of ‘the ‘present invention is to pro 

vide a piece of ‘furniture, *such as a chair, adapted 
‘to be combined-with oneormore'addi-tional pieces 
of like or related character, ‘e. g. chairs and/or 
"stools, to form another useful article of ‘furniture, 
such as ‘a hassock. ‘ 

Another object ‘of ‘this invention is ‘to provide 
pieces of furniture of the character set forth 
which may ‘be conveniently stacked ‘and may 
have utility even ‘in stacked condition. 
'-A ‘further object of my invention ‘is to provide *1 

pieces of “furniture‘of this character which may 
‘be combined with similar or related pieces to 
form a chair, ‘stool or the like ‘of ‘altered propon 
t-ions. ‘ “ 

‘ Thea‘bove and 'otherobiects of the invention 
will become “apparent ‘from ‘the following 'de 
scription of certain embodiments, reference ‘being 
had to ‘the accompanying drawing in ‘which: 

Fig. '1 is “a section, on the line l-I of Fig. 3, 
of a plurality of stacked stools in accordance '~ 
with the invention‘; 

"Fig. .2 is a top :plan view ‘of .a stool as shown 
in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom view of a stool .as shown in 
Figs. 1 and 2, with the legs thereof in retracted 
position; ' ' 

Fig. 4~shows several stools of the con?guration 
‘illustrated in the preceding ?gures, stacked to 
gether to (form a hassoclr; 

Fig. 5 is a view similar to Fig. 1, taken on the 
line 5-5 of Fig. 6, showing a plurality of stacked 
chairs according to the invention; 

Fig. 6 is a front elevation of a single chair as 
shown in Fig. 5, illustrated in fully open posi 
tion; 

Fig. 7 is a bottom view, similar to Fig. 3, of one 
of the chairs shown in Fig. 5; and 

Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 4, showing 
several chairs according to Figs. 5-7 stacked 
together to form a hassock. 

Referring ?rst to Figs. 1—4, there are shown 
a plurality of stools Illa, I01), I00 and Hid stacked 
on top of one another to form a hassock I!) 
(Fig. 4). Each stool comprises a seat Ha, Hb, 
etc., provided on its underside with a recess 
[2a, I21), etc. for the purpose of enabling with 
drawal of legs such as 13a, Ma, I5a, l6a which 
are pivoted to the seat Ila at Ila, l8a, [9a 
and 20a, respectively. The legs I3a, Hz: and Ma, 
I?a are connected together in pairs by cross bars 
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2m, 22a, respectively, and are adapted to be 
‘braced in extended ‘position, as shown ‘for ‘the 
unit lllb inFig. ‘l, by means of links 23a, 24a, 15a 
and 26a; links 24a and 26a are pivoted to the 
legs 14a and l?a, respectively, and to the seat 
‘Ha, whereas links 2311 and ‘25a are pivoted to 
the legs 13a and 15a, respectively, "andtoa block 
Zia depending from the seat Ila. "Theseat Ha 
carries a pad 28a ‘lodged in adepressionl?u. 
Each stooliunii't, such as Ida, is provided with .a 

peripheral ledge such as 38a adapted to mate ‘with 
a corresponding peripheral ridge formed on ‘the 
underside of an identical stool,.such.:as the ridge 
3l6 of stool 10b. Fig. 1 clearly shows how ridge 
31a of unit 16a engages-ledge 30b o‘frunit .tllb, 
thereby ?rmly ‘joining ‘the two units together 
against relative ‘lateialdisplacement. .Itiwill thus 
be understood that a user :may sit on, say, ‘the 
unit we aftereatending ‘its legs as shown :inEig. 
1,01‘, if a greater height be desired (as, Pior ex 
ample, in ‘the case of a pianostool designed 'ifor 
small children), on the upper unit lilo of the 
assembly ‘shown in'Fig. '1, or yet on the :top'runi‘t 
of the stack such ‘as shown in Fig.4.:in which the 
legs‘of alltheunitsare retracted. Also, the stack 
‘1TB ‘of ‘Fig. 4 maybe ‘used as a ‘foot rest, a make 
shift table -or ‘the 'r1ike,~'in "addition to its repre-' 
senting a hassoo‘k of selectively adjustable ‘height. 
In Figs. 5-8 the same numeralshave been :used 

as in the preceding ?gures, pre?xed, iihowever, 
with ‘the digit ‘1 in the hundreds position. Thus 
the stack H9 (Fig.8) represents aihassockcom 
posed of four units ll?a, H01), H00 and‘ HM. 
In ‘oontradistinct'ion to :the embodiment described 
above, these units represent chairs each provided, 
in addition to seats such as Illa and legs such 
as I |3a—l Ilia, with a back such as 132a, [32b etc. 
Back 132a is swingably hinged to the seat I I la 
at l33a, |34a and is provided with outward braces 
l35a, Him to maintain it, if desired, in the open 
position shown in Fig. 5; back I 32a is provided 
with lateral recesses l31a, l38a to accommodate 
the braces 135a, l38a, respectively, so as to pre 
vent them from projecting beyond the outline of 
the back; co-extensive recesses or cutouts such as 
ls?a (Fig. 8) are provided in the seat Illa to re 
ceive the lower portions of these braces when 
the latter are in doubled-up position, with the 
back |32a folded over horizontally as shown in 
Fig. 8. The back [32a is further provided with a 
front and a rear cushion I40a, l4 la, respectively, 
lodged in its suitably recessed faces. The entire 
member 13211 is of such shape as to ?t snugly into 
the bottom recess, such as I I'll), of any‘ other unit 
of like con?guration. 
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When two or more units such as IIOa, I ID!) are 

assembled as shown in Fig. 5, the backs of all but 
the uppermost unit are folded over as shown for 
the back I321) in this ?gure, being snugly en 
gaged by the bottom recess of the next higher 
unit; the front cushion I40b of unit IIOb then 
comes to rest against the seat pad I28b thereof, 
so that both of these elements will be ?attened, 
as shown. When it is desired to obtain a stack 
or has'sock such as IIO, the back I32a of the 
uppermost unit IIOa is likewise folded over as 
shown in Fig. 8. 
By way of example, the legs II3c-~II6a are 

shownpivoted to the seat IIIa at II'Ia-I20a,,re 
spectively, the pivots II'Ia, “9a being in a lower 
plane and the pivots I IBa, I20a in an upper plane, 
the pairs of legs interconnected by cross bars I2 Ia 
and I22a being equidistant in this case. 

It may be mentioned, and will be plain from 
the foregoing description, that chairs such as 
IIOa-¢—I I0d maybe used interchangeably or in 
combination withstools of the general character 
illustrated in Figs. 1-4, as by replacing the top 
unitI I0a of stack I ID with a stool similar to unit 
I0a but of square con?guration. It will also be 
seen that Fig. 6 represents a chair of ordinary 
height and Fig. 5 a chair of extra height, formed 
by superimposing the two units IIOa, H01), and 
that still greater height may be obtained by add 
ing still another unit such as I I0c. Furthermore, 
by raising the back I32a of the stack I I0 into the 
position shown in Fig. 5, there will be formed a 
piece of furniture adjustable in height and 
adapted to serve as a reclining seat. 
.It should be understood that the invention is 

not limited to the speci?c arrangements shown 
and described, which have been given merely by 
way of illustrating a stack, representing a has 
sock or other piece of furniture,rcomposed of a 
plurality of units (e. g. I0a, "011) each having a 
topside" and an underside of complementary or 
partly complementary con?guration (as at 3Ia, 
305 or I I2a, I321?) , thereby. preventing substantial 
lateral displacement of any unit relative to all 
other units forming part of’ the stack. The in 
vention, accordingly, is capable of numerous 
modi?cations and adaptations without exceeding 
its scope as de?ned in the objectsand in the 
appended claims. 

. I claim: , 

seating devices, each of said seating devices being 
provided at its underside with a recess and with 
‘a set of legs attached thereto at said underside, 
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1. A hassock composed of a plurality of stacked ' 

4 
said legs being retracted into said recess and ex 
vtendable therefrom, each of said seating devices 
further having a top provided with a raised por 
tion, the said recess of each but the lowest one 
of said seating devices receiving said raised por 
tion of the top of the next lower seating device, 
thereby preventing substantial relative lateral 
displacement between said seating devices. 
_ 2. A hassock according to claim 1 wherein at 
least one of said seating devices is a stool having 
“a top provided with a raised portion forming a 
seating surface, said seating surface entering the 
recess of the next higher seating device. 

3. A ,hassock according to claim 1 wherein at 
least one of said seating devices is a chair pro 
vided with a seat and a back pivotally connected 
with and folded down upon said seat, said back 
being movable into a raised position, said folded 
back entering the recess of the next higher seat 
ing device. said chair being further provided with 
bracing means adapted to hold said, back in an 
upright position when unfolded. I _ _ . I. 

4. A hassock according to claim 3 wherein said 
back is provided with a rear cushionv forming, a 
seating surface when saidchair is placed on top 
of the stack and said back is folded. ' 

5. A hassock according to claim 1 wherein all 
of said seating devices are identical. 7 

6. A seating device comprising a body having 
a recess at its underside and having a top pro 
vided. with a raised portion, said raised portion 
being substantially coextensive with said recess, 
thereby ?tting closely into the recess of an iden- 
tical seating device, and a set of legs attachedto 
said body and fully retractable into said recess. 

7. A seating device according to claim 6_,where 
in said seating device is provided with a seat and 
a back pivotally connected with and swingable 
relative to said seat, said back when swung ‘down 
upon said seat forming said raised portion, said 
seating device being further provided with brac 
ing means adapted to hold said back in an up, 
right position when swung away from said seat. 
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