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1 claim. 
1 

This invention relates generally to manicuring 
instruments and particularly to a universal nail 
file. 
The main object of this invention is to produce 

a file having a plurality of nail cutting surfaces 
formed on a single piece of stainless steel. 
The second object is to coniine some of the cut 

ting surfaces to grooves to prevent the file from 
running oif the nail While being used. 
The third object is to provide a ñle which will 

form a curved edge on a nail in order to prevent 
the usual feather edge which should be trimmed 
away. 
The fourth object is to leave the back of the 

cutting portion smooth in order to prevent injury 
to the skin. 
The fifth object is to provide a variety of grades 

of cutting surfaces, ranging from coarse to extra 
fine, on a single piece of metal. 
The sixth object is to construct a file which, 

though flexible enough for its purpose, is also ex 
ceedingly rugged, _owing to its shape, making pos 
sible the use of lighter gauge material than is 
otherwise used for such devices. 

I accomplish these and other objects in the ~' 
manner set forth in the following speciñcation 
as illustrated in the accompanying drawing, in 
which: 

Fig. 1 is a plan of the preferred form of the 
ñle. 

Fig. 2 is a view of the ñle opposite the side 
shown in Fig. 1. 

Fig. 3 is a side elevation. 
Fig. 4 is a transverse section taken along the 

line 4-4 in Figs. 3 and 7. 
Fig. 5 is a plan of a modified form oi the file. 
Fig. 6 is a view opposite to Fig. 5. 
Fig. 7 is a side elevation of Fig. 6. 
Fig. 8 is a transverse section taken along the 

line 8-8 in Fig. '7. 
Like numbers of reference refer to the same 

or similar parts throughout the several views. 
Referring in detail to the drawing, there is 

shown an elongated straight blade having a flat 
straight handle I0 at one end and a flat point 
II at the other end which are joined by a filing 
section I2 which is reversely curved in a trans 
verse direction as shown in Fig. 4. This iiling 
section I2 includes a central concave filing sec 
tion I3 and the two lateral concave filing sec 
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tions I4 which converge slightly toward the tip 

The backs I5 and I6 of the filing sections 
I3 and I4 are smooth as are the edges I1. 
It can be seen that in using this ñle, the fln 

ger nail will be confined to the grooves I3 or I 4 
formed by the ñling surfaces. It is desirable to 
make the surfaces I3 and It of different grades 
of coarseness. ' 

In using this file the nail will not be filed 
square across the edge but round, thereby elimi 
nating the feather edge commonly produced. 
Inasmuch as the surfaces I6 and I'l are 

smooth, it is clear that the skin cannot be in 
lured during the ñling operation. 

ln the modiñed form of the _ñle shown in Figs. 
5 to 8, inclusive, the handle IU-A is straight and 
the tip I I-A is separated from the ñuted or un 
dulating portion IZ--A by a iiat ñle section I2-B 
whose side I8 is cross cut up to the tip II’A, 
while its side I9 has only the central portion 20 
cut in continuation of the central grooved por 
tion I3~A and preferably cut iiner than the 
portions IE5-_A and the side I8 is cut finer than 
the grooves Ill-A. 
In this form of the device are combined all 

of the advantages of the old ñat file and my new 
improved ñle as illustrated in Figs. 1 to 4, in 
elusive. 

I claim: 
A nail file comprising a flat straight blade hav 

ing an undulating cross section between its ends, 
the concave areas of the undulating portions 
being ñle cut and the convex areas being smooth, 
characterized by having a flat tip end, said tip 
having a central file portion cut ñner than is 
the central flute of said undulating portion and 
having its reverse side i’ile cut across the en 
tire side of the tip. 

MAXWELL A. WEST. 

REFERENCES CÍTED 

The following references are of record in the 
ñle of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
587,243 Sloan ____________ __ July 27, 189'7 

2,019,580 Poux -..____-_____..... Nov. 5, 1935 


