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This invention is directed to, and it is an object 
to provide, a novel accessory top for initially 
open-top boats such as row boats or the like; 
the top being adjustable to fit boats having 
different beams. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a top, for the purpose described, which is adapted 
to be detachably mounted on a boat, collapsible 
for carrying, and readily manually portable; the 
top being of sturdy but light-weight construction. 
A further object of the invention is to embody 

a novel adjustable, and foldable, frame structure 
for the top. 
An additional object of the invention is to 

provide a boat top which includes initially sepa 
rate side curtains and a rear curtain; such 
curtains being detachably secured to the frame 
by snap fasteners for ease of attachment or 
removal of said curtains. 

It is also an object of the invention to pro 
vide a top designed for ease and economy of 
manufacture. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a practical and reliable top, and one which will 
be exceedingly effective for the purpose for which 
it is designed. 
These objects are accomplished by means of 

such structure and relative arrangement of parts 
as will fully appear by a perusal of the following 
speci?cation and claims. 
In the drawings: ' 
Fig. 1 is a side view of the top as mounted on 

a boat; the adjacent side curtain being removed. 
Fig. 2 is a front end view of the'top, partly in 

section. 
Fig. 3 is a fragmentary sectional elevation of 

the rear portion of the frame structure; the view 
being taken on line 3-3 of Fig. 2. 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional elevation of 
the front portion of the frame structure. 

Fig. 5 is a perspective view of the top frame 
detached and with the canopy removed. 
Referring now more particularly to the char 

acters of reference on the drawings, the novel 
boat top comprises an upstanding skeleton frame 
structure, indicated generally at I, which frame 
includes an open top frame 2 comprised of trans 
verse ribs 3 disposed apart lengthwise of the 
boat on which the top is‘ attached. 
The transverse ribs 3 are connected together 

at spaced points by longitudinally extending, 
foldable cross braces 4 pivotally connected at 
opposite ends, as at 5, to cradle-like brackets 6 
which receive, and are ?xed to, the depending 
?ange ‘I of corresponding ribs 3; the latter being 
formed of angle from as shown. 
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With this arrangement it will be recognized 

that the transverse ribs 3 which are normally 
spaced apart, as in Fig. 5, may be brought into 
close proximity by folding the pivotally connected 
cross braces 4. 
An angle iron post or stanchion 8 depends fromv 

each corner of the top frame 2 in supporting 
relation to the latter, and a relatively short 
depending angle iron leg 9 in turn supports each 
stanchion 8 at the lower end of the latter. 
Each stanchion is connected at its upper end 

to the adjacent rib 3 by an upper adjustment 
unit, indicated generally at I0, and by means of 
which unit such stanchion is transversely swing 
ably adjustable, but normally maintained in rela 
tively rigid relation. . 

Similarly, each leg 9 is connected at its upper 
end to the lower end of the corresponding stan 
chion 8 by a lower adjustment unit I I, by means 
of which said leg is transversely swingably ad 
justable, but normally maintained in a relatively 
rigid position. 
Each of the upper adjustment units I8 com 

prises a transverse adjustment plate I 2y ?xed to 
the end portion of the corresponding rib 3 and 
depending therefrom. The corresponding stan 
chion 8 is pivoted at its upper end, as at I3, to 
the plate I2, and an adjustment bolt I4 extends 
through the stanchion 8 and plate I2 in spaced 
relation from the pivot I3; the plate I2 having 
an arcuate slot I5 concentric to the pivot I8, 
and through which slot the adjustment bolt 
I4 extends. ' 

A wing nut I5 on the bolt I4 normally main 
tains each upper adjustment unit ID in a locked 
position. 
Each lower adjustment unit II is structurally 

substantially the same as each unit I0, and in 
cludes a transverse adjustment plate I‘! on the 
lower end of the corresponding stanchion 8; the 
upper end of the adjacent leg being pivoted, as 
at I8, to the plate I1. The adjustment bolt I9 
extends through the leg 9 and plate 11; the latter 
having an arcuate slot 20, concentric to the pivot 
I 8, through which said bolt extends. The ad 
justment bolt I9 includes a wing nut 2I which 
normally maintains the adjustment unit locked. 
Each depending leg 9 is formed, on the outside 

thereof, with a downwardly opening spring hook 
22 adapted to detachably engage over the gunwale’ 
23 of the adjacent side 24 of the boat; adjacent 
faces of each leg 9 and hook 22 being padded. 
as at 25, to prevent marring of the boat. 
With the stanchions 8 and legs 9 each trans 

versely swingably adjustable by means of the 
adjustment units I0 and II, the frame structure 
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of the top can be altered in its span to match 
the beam of the boat on which the top is to be 
used. Additionally, the legs 9 adjust to rest in 
parallelism with respect to the corresponding 
sides 24 of the boat, so that the hooks 22 may 
properly engage over the gunwales 23. 
When the top is not in use the top frame 2 

is folded or collapsed as previously described, and 
additionally the stanchions 8 and legs 9 are folded 
inwardly until they lie relatively closely adjacent 
and lengthwise of the ribs 3. In this manner 
the frame structure when collapsed or folded 
forms a light compact bundle which is easy to 
carry and. transport. 
The top frame 2 is ?tted with a permanently 

attached canvas top or canopy 26 which extends 
between the ribs 3, and from end to end of said 
top frame 2. 

Additionally, the top includes initially separate 
side curtains 2'? and a rear curtain 28; such cur 
tains being adapted to be detachably secured to 
the frame structure by snap fasteners 29 and 36 
for the side curtains 2'5 and rear curtain 28, re 
spectively. The rear curtain includes a vertical 

' pleat 3| which is provided for the purpose of 
permitting said rear curtain to compensate in 
length for adjustment in Width of the frame 
structure to the beam of a boat; i. e. to compen 
sate for transverse adjustment of the stanchions 
8 to which said rear curtain 28 is connected. 
A horizontal elastic strap 82 connects between 

the pleat 3| and a spaced point on the rear cur 
tain; such elastic strap 32 being included for the 
purpose of yieldably holding the pleat 81 against 
unnecessary expansion. 
The rear curtain 28 includes a rear window 83 

of light-weight construction, and preferably hav 
ing a non-breakable pane. 
In order to maintain the frame structure in its 

open position when in use, and with the top frame 
2 fully open as in Fig. 5, diagonal braces 35 de 
tachably 1 connect between pins 35 on the 
stanchions 8 at the same side of the frame struc 
ture. ‘These diagonal braces are especially useful 
in windy weather to maintain the frame structure 
against possible folding. , _ 

The canvas top or canopy 26 is secured to the 
transverse ribs 3' by a suitable securing or bind 
ing strip 36 of ornamental type; such canopy 26 
projectingoutwardly a short distance beyond the 
rear rib 3, as at 37. Such projection 31 of the 
canopy 26 is provided with snap fasteners 83 
adapted to couple to the canopy of an extension 
top section (not shown) of the same general con 
struction ashereinbefore described. Additionally, 
the cradle-like brackets 6 include outward pro 
jections or ears 39 for connection with the fold 
able braces of such extension top, and which 
foldable braces would correspond to those indi 
cated at 4. 
When the described boat top is in use it provides 

a sturdy, effective, and reliable shelter for oc 
cupants of the boat; protecting such occupants 
from the sun, rain, and other weather condi 
tions. 
The design of the boat top is such that it can 

be quickly adjusted and applied to any initially 
open top boat within relatively wide beam limits. 
After use, the boat top is easily detached and 
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folded into a compact bundle, as previously de~ 
scribed, for easy manual transport and ready 
carrying in an automobile. 
From the foregoing description it will be read 

ily seen that there has been produced such a de 
vice as substantially ful?lls the objects of the 
invention, as set forth herein. 
While this speci?cation sets forth in detail the 

present and preferred construction of the de 
vice, still in practice such deviations from such 
detail may be resorted to as do not form a de 
parture from the spirit of the invention, as de=~ 
?ned by the appended claims. 
Having thus described the invention, the fol» 

lowing is claimed as new and useful, and upon 
which Letters Patent are desired: 

1. A detachable top for an initially open-top 
boat, comprising an upstanding skeleton frame 
structure adapted to extend above the boat,said 
frame structure including a top frame having 
spaced stanchions supporting the same at oppo 
site sides, said stanchions being transversely 
swingably adjustable, means to secure the stan 
chions adjacent their lower- ends to opposite sides 
of the boat, a curtain adapted to connect be— 
tween the stanchions at one’ end of the frame 
structure, and a vertical pleat in said curtain to 
permit the latter to compensate for transverse 
adjustment of said end stanchions. 

2. A top, as in claim 1, including an elastic 
strap connected between said pleat and curtain 
in a manner tending to prevent expansion of 
said pleat. , 

3. Means for detachably connecting a boat top 
frame and canopy unit of ?xed width to different 
boats of varying beam, such means including ver 
tically disposed stanchions for supporting the top 
frame, such stanchions being pivoted at their .up 
per ends for lateral swinging adjustment relative 
to the top frame, a leg pivoted to the lower end 
of each stanchion for lateral swinging adjustment 
relative to the stanchion, a downwardly opening 
spring hook mounted on each leg and projecting 
laterally out therefrom in substantial parallelism 
therewith and being swingable with the leg, such 
hooks being adapted to ?t over the side of the 
boat and hold the hooks and legs in frictional en 
gagement with such sides of the boat in any po 
sition of angularity of the legs relative to the 
stanchions, means connected between the top 
frame'and stanchions to ?x the stanchions in ad 
justed position relative to the top frame, and sep 
arate means connected between the legs and 
stanchions to ?x the legs in adjusted position 
relative to the stanchions. 
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