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1 
This invention relates to a prosthetic device 

and more particularly to a prosthetic hand hav 
ing an adjustable support secured thereto to 
facilitate a writing operation. 
In devices of this type heretofore devised it 

has been the usual practice for the prosthetic 
hand when carrying a writing implement to be 
supported in a writing position by the arm of the 
amputee. This involves considerable strain upon 
the arm and shoulder muscles and impedes the 
writing operation. 
In accordance with the present invention this 

difficulty is overcome by the provision of a sup 
port secured to the articulated prosthetic mem 
ber and adjustable to suit the need of the wearer, 
the support being provided with a rounded down 
wardly projecting portion for sliding engagement 
with a writing surface, as will more fully appear 
as the description proceeds. 
One of the objects of the invention is to provide 

a prosthetic hand having a support therefor for 
continuously engaging a writing surface during 
a writing operation. 
Another of the objects is to provide a new and 

improved adjustable support for a prosthetic 
hand whereby the hand may be maintained con 
tinuously a predetermined distance above a writ 
ing surface while a writing operation is being per 
formed. 

Various other objects and advantages will be 
apparent from the following description taken in 
connection with the accompanying drawings of 
which: 

Fig. l is an elevational view of the device of the 
present invention in accordance with a preferred 
embodiment thereof applied to a prosthetic hand 
holding a pencil; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of the device of Fig. 1 with 
the pencil removed; 

Fig. 3 is a view of the support taken along the 
line of 3--3 of Fig. 1; and 

Fig. 4 is a view partly in section and partly 
broken away of an alternative form of support. 

Referring now to the drawing on which like 
numerals of reference are employed to designate 
like parts throughout the several views and more 
particularly to Fig. 1 thereof, there is shown 
thereon a prosthetic hand indicated generally by 
the numeral [0 and employing the device of the 
present invention. The prosthetic hand com 
prises a ?nger l l secured in any well known man 
ner to the arm portion 12 and provided with a 
bearing member 13 about which is pivotally se 
cured a gripping ?nger l4 preferably provided 
with the usual arm l5 slotted as at Hi to receive 
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a cord or cable by means of which ?nger I4 is 
manipulated. The ?ngers II and M are prefer~ 
ably curved substantially as shown and adapted 
to grip an implement or object such as the writing ‘ 
implement 11 by reason of the contraction of a 
band l8 composed of rubber or one of the syn 
thetic varieties thereof disposed about the ?ngers 
in the manner illustrated. The bearing member 
l3, Fig. 3, is threaded upon a stud I9 threadedly 
engaged with the arm l4 and adapted to be locked 
thereto by the member I 3 aforesaid. The stud I9 
is adapted to permit pivotal movement between 

' the ?ngers H and I4 by reason of the clearance 
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hole 2| provided in the ?nger M. 
The lower portion of the stud I9 is recessed to 

receive a ball 22 formed on a stud 23, a locking 
member 24 threaded about the stud l9 being pro 
vided for securing the ball and stud 23 thereto 
in any desired angular position. Threaded about 
the lower portion of the stud 23 is a support 25 
secured thereto as by the locking member 26, the 
lower portion of the support 25 being preferably 
rounded as of 21 and provided with an aperture 
23 therein to receive a ball 29 projecting there 
from by reason of a spring 3| disposed between 
the ball and a recessed portion 30 within the sup— 
port 25. By employing a locking member 24 pref 
erably knurled in the manner disclosed, Fig. 1, 
an arrangement has been provided in which, if 
desired, the stud 23 and support 25 secured there 
to may be removed when not in use by merely 
loosening and removing the locking member 24. 
From the foregoing it will now be clearly ap 

parent that a new and. improved adjustable sup 
port for a prosthetic hand has been provided 
which is adapted to adjust the position of the 
hand with respect to a writing surface when the 
ball 29 is in contact therewith and in which the 
angular position of the support with respect to 
the hand is also adjustable to suit the personal 
needs of the user. 
On Fig. 4 is shown an alternative form of the 

device comprising a support 32 having a rounded 
and polished end portion 33 thereon adapted to 
engage and slide freely over the writing surface, 
the support being threaded as at 34 for engage 
ment with the stud 23, Fig. 1. The locking mem 
ber 26 is employed to retain the support 32 in an 
adjusted position. 
While the invention has been described with 

reference to two examples thereof which give sat 
isfactory results, it will be apparent to those 
skilled in the art to which the invention pertains, 
after understanding the invention, that various 
changes and modi?cations may be made without 



3 
departing from the spirit and scope of the inven 
tion and it is my intention, therefore, in the ap 
pended claims to cover all such changes and 
modi?cations. 
The invention described herein may be manu 

factured and used by or for the Government of 
the United States of America for governmental 
purposes without the payment of any royalties 
thereon or therefor. 
What is claimed as new and desired to be se'--v 

cured by Letters Patent is: 
.10 

1. In a device of the character'disclosed for use ‘ 
by an amputee, in combination, a prosthetic hand . 
comprising a pair of gripping members, means 
for pivotally supporting said gripping members, - 
means for continually urging said members into 
gripping relation about a writing implement, a" 
supporting member secured to said pivoted sup 
port and having a smooth rounded ‘surface por-''‘ 
tion at one extremity thereof for slideably engag 
ing a writing surface, and means on-said support—' 
ing member for adjusting theposition of said 
rounded surface portion with respect to said 
writing implement. -. I 

2. In a device of the character disclosed for 
supporting a prosthetic hand during a writing 
operation thereof,‘ the combination of a support 
secured to said hand and comprising a ball and. 
socket member, means‘ for loc'kingrsaid ball and 
socket member in any desired position with re 
spect to the hand, a sleeve secured to said ball 

2568375 
and socket inember and subjacent thereto when 
said hand is employed for writing, and a ball 
bearing disposed in the lowermost portion of said 
sleeve and extending therefrom for slidably en 
gaging the writing surface. 

3. In a device of the character disclosed for 
supportinga prosthetic hand during-a writing 
operation thereof, the combination of an elon 
gated support having a well formed in one end 

_, portion thereof, a ball disposed for radial and 
axial movement within said well, means for re 
taining the ball within the well with a portion 
thereof projecting outwardly therefrom,‘ means 

"for’yieldabl‘y urging the ball against said ball re 
‘taining means, and means including a ball and 
socket element secured to the support at the op 
posite end portion thereof and to said hand re. 

~ spectively whereby the ball is adapted to engage 
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and slide over a writing surface during a writing 
operation of the hand. ‘ 

SAMUEL s. ROCKLIN. _ 
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