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This invention relates to a receptacle retaining 
device ‘and more particularly it has to do with 
improved means for securing a receptacle such 
as a bowl to a table top or the like. 

It is well ‘known that when babies reach a cer- . . 
tain age they develop a tendency to pick up the 
bowlout of which they‘are eating and throw it to 
the floor. .Since such bowls are generally made 
of :china or plastic they are usually broken on 
contact with the ?oor. Heretofore many devices 
have been designed and marketed ‘for ‘the purpose 
of securing this type of bowl to the tray of the 
high chair so that the baby would not be able to 
pick it up. These devices have included various 
types of clamps and suction cups. The devices 
are generally ‘unacceptable since, if the clamping 
means :used .isie?ective to prevent the ‘baby from 

the person attending the baby to remove the 
bowl from ‘the high chair when it is necessary to 
re?ll ‘it.or wash it. 

It is therefore an important object of the pres— 
ent invention to provide an improved device for 
?rmly securing a.bowl to the trayof a high chair 
or the ‘like. 
Another object of the present invention ‘is to 

provide a device for securing a ‘bowl to ‘the tray 
‘of a high chair which cannot be unfastened by 
the child but is readily removable by the person 
serving the child. 
A further object‘of the present invention is to 

provide a means for securing a bowl to a table 
top which may be removed from the bowl and 
cleaned ‘or ‘laundered ‘when necessary. 
A still further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a clamping device which is simple in con 
struction and operation and economical to manu 
facture. 

According to the general features of the pres 
ent invention there is provided a strap assembly 
which has a central portion made up of two strap 
members which may ‘be separated and disposed 
around :the bowl on the "tray of the high chair. 
A plurality of clamp elements having hooked 
upper end portions are threaded on the strap 
and are arranged around the bowl with the 
hooked upper ends disposed over the rim of the 
bowl. When the strap is secured around the tray 
the ‘central portion of the strap forms a clamp 
ing circle around the bowl and holds it securely 
on the tray. 
Other and further features, objects and advan 

tages of the present invention will be apparent 
to one skilled in the art from the following tie 
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tailed description of the annexed sheets of draw 
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On the drawings: 
Figure 1 is a ‘fragmentary perspective view of 

the ‘tray of a highchair on which a bowl is se 
cured by means of a clamping strap assembly 
constructed according to the teachings of the 
present invention. v 

‘Figure 2 is a vertical sectional view taken sub 
stantially centrally through the bowl and high 
chair tray, showing the strap assembly secured 
on the tray. 
Figure _3 is a perspective view of the receptacle 

retaining device of the present ‘invention shown 
detached from the bowl and the high chair tray‘. 
As shown on the drawings: 
In Figure 1, the numeral [0 indicates the tray 

of :a high chair of standard construction having 
a flat central portion l2 and border member Ill 
de?ning the edgesof the tray. A bowl iii, of the 
type usually used for feeding infants, is shown 
heldon the tray is by a strap assembly [8. 
The assembly I8 includes a ?rst strap ‘28 hav 

ing an automatic strap locking buckle .22 at one 
end and a metal end piece .24 at ‘the other end. 
‘An auxiliary strap 26 is sewed to the ‘?rst strap 
2b as at points .28 and 3B. A metal clamp element 
Or ‘clip 32 is provided with a bent over upper end 
34 and .a pair of slots 35 ‘disposed substantially 
vertically in the .body of the clamp. The strap 
20 is disposed through the slots 36 of the clamp 
32 while strap 26 is-disposed through a pair of 
slots 49 in ‘a clamp 42 which is identical to the 
clamp 32. ‘ 

The straps Z0 and .26 are disposed through one 
of the slotsin clamp members or clips 41% which 
are identical to the clamps 32 and 42. One of the 
clamps M is disposed between each of the clamps 
32 ‘and 42 and the sewed joints 28 and 3B. 
Thus, as shown in Figure 3, the strap assembly 

I 8 may be arranged so that its central ‘portion 
forms a circular retaining band with the clamp 
elements 44 de?ning the point at which the 
straps .213 and 26 circular ‘portion begins. Thus, 
asshown in Figures land 2, ‘the straps may be 
placed over a bowl with the hooked upper edges 
of the metal clamp members disposed over the 
rim of the bowl. The strap is then adjusted to 
?t snugly around the bowl. In Figure 1, the clips 
32 and 42 are shown as being disposed at 180° 
points on the rim of the bowl. It will be under~ 
stood, of course, that these elements may be 
spaced around the bowl in any desired position. 
If the bowl is not perfectly round, the strap ele-_ 
ments may be disposed at the most advantageeus 
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point. Also, while it is shown in this drawing 
that only two side elements 32 and 42 are used, 
it will, of course, be understood that as many of 
these elements may be used as the shape or size 
of the bowl dictates. ~ 
The strap assembly 18 is fastened to the tray 

by means of the automatic locking buckle 22. 
For convenience of illustration the buckle in Fig 
ure 1 is shown on the upper edge of the tray. 
By proper adjustment of the strap, this buckle 
may be disposed around on the under side of 
the rim section at a point where the child can 
not see it and will -not be tempted to tamper 
with its operation. 
The strap may be made of~any ?exible mate 

rial such as heavy canvas. It is desirable, of 
course, that this material be washable so that 
it may be kept in a sanitary condition. Also, 
the metal clamp 32 should be washable, and. of 
course, these clamp elements may be made of 
plastic. 
From the foregoing description, it is seen that 

there is provided in this invention a novel clamp 
ing device for securing the bowl out of which a 
child is being fed to the tray of the high chair. 
This strap element is very simple in construc 
tion and operation and is arranged to effectively 
grip the edge of the bowl to hold it ?rmly against 
removal. Further, the locking buckle on the 
strap assembly may be disposed out of the reach 
of the child so that, he cannot release the bowl 
from its position. 011 the other hand, the bOWl 
may be quickly and easily removed by the person 
who is attending the child and may be removed 
from the bowl itself for easy. laundering and 
washing of the bowl. 

It will, of course, be understood that various 
details of construction may be varied through 
a wide range without departing from the prin 
ciples of this invention and it is, therefore, not 
the purpose to limit the patent granted hereon 
otherwise than necessitated by the scope of the 
appended claims. , 

I claim as my invention: 
1. A device for securing a bowl to a tray or 

the like comprising a pair of clip elements ar 
ranged to engage opposite upper inside portions 
of the bowl, and ?exible strap means connected 
to said clip elements and arranged to extend be 
neath the tray so that the bowl and strap means 
together form a complete loop around the tray, 
said strap means including a pair of ?exible strap 
portions disposed between said clip elements for 
disposition on opposite sides of the bowl. 

,2. A device for securing a bowl to a tray or 
the like comprising a ?rst pair of clip elements 
arranged to engage opposite upper inside portions 
of the bowl, ?exible strap means connected to 
said clip elements and arranged to extend be 
neath the tray so that the bowl and strap means 
together form a complete loop around the tray, 
said strap means including a pair of ?exible strap 
portions disposed between said clip elements for 
disposition on opposite sides of the bowl, and a 

4 
second pair of clip elements each disposed on 
one of said pair of ?exible strap portions for 
engaging circumferentially spaced edge portions 
of the bowl. 

3. A device for securing a bowl to a tray or 
the like comprising a pair of clips having hooked 

I ends arranged to extend over circumferentially 
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spaced edge portions of the bowl, a ?rst ?exible 
strap portion movably extending through said 
clips and arranged to extend around one side of 
the bowl, a second ?exible strap portion movably 
extending through said clips and arranged to 
extend around the other side of the bowl, and 
means securing said strap portions together at 
points thereon spaced from said clips and outside 
of the bowl. ' - ' 

4. A device for securing a bowl to a tray or 
the like comprising a pair of clips having hooked 
ends arranged to extend over circumferentially 
spaced edge portions of the bowl, a ?rst ?exible 
strap portion movably extending through said 
clips and arranged to extend around one side of 
the bowl, a second ?exible strap portion movably 
extending through said clips and arranged to ex 
tend around the other side of the bowl, means 
securing said strap portions together at points 
thereon spaced from said clips and outside of 
the bowl, and adjustable ?exible strap means 
connected to said strap portions and arranged 
to extend beneath the tray so that the bowl, 
strap portions and strap means together form 
a complete loop around the tray. 
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