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This invention relates generally to refrigerator 
cabinets and more particularly to cabinet closure 
members or lids. 

It is an object of the present invention to pro 
vide an improved refrigerator cabinet lid con 
struction to insulate inner and outer surfaces 
thereof from each other in a practical, inexpen 
sive manner. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved, inexpensive, sectionally constructed 
lid of a character to decrease condensation on 
the surfaces thereof. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved hollow refrigerator cabinet lid 
formed of transparent members of such arrange 
ment and construction as to prevent condensa 
tion and clouding of the members on the inner, 
as well as, on the outer surfaces thereof. 
Another object of the invention resides in the 

provision of a sectionally constructed hollow lid 
in which a partition insulates against direct heat 
conduction between inner and outer lid sections 
and at the same time functions as a common wall 
of a pair of so-called dead air spaces in the lid. 
A further object of the invention resides in the 

construction of a lid of the above character in 
such a manner as to provide for attaching seals 
and hinges thereto. 
Further objects and advantages of the present 

invention will be apparent from the following 
description, reference being had to the accom 
panying drawings, wherein a preferred form of 
the present invention is clearly shown. 

V In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view of a 

refrigerator cabinet having my improved closure 
members or lids; 

Fig. 2 is a plan view of a pair of the lids shown 
removed from the cabinet; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view of the lids, taken along 
the line 3—-3 of Fig. 2; and 

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary sectional view of the 
lids, taken along the line 4--4 of Fig. 2. 
Referring to the drawings by characters of re 

ference, the numeral 20 designates generally, a 
refrigerator cabinet of the type suitable for the 
storing and preserving of ice cream. The cabinet 
20 may be of rectangular cross section having 
the usual upright side walls 22 and end walls 24. 
On the upper edges of these cabinet walls 22, 24 
is mounted a frame-like cabinet top 26 which 
may be secured in place to the cabinet side and 
end’walls by any suitable means. In the cabinet 
top 26 are a number of rectangularly shaped 
openings for access to the cabinet interior or 
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storage compartment which openings are clos 
able by my improved lids, designated generally 
by the numeral 28. Each of the cabinet access 
openings is closed by a pair of the lids 28; the 
lids of each pair preferably being connected to 
gether by a hinge 36. . 

In accordance with my invention, each of the 
lids 28 comprises, an outer sheet material member 
or pan 32, an inner sheet material member or 
pan 34 and an intermediate sheet material mem 
ber or partition 36. In the interests of low manu 
facturing costs, I make the inner and outer lid 
pans 32, 34 alike; each having a continuous ?ange 
or sides 40 extending entirely therearound. 
These alike pans 32, 34 are arranged in opposite, 
relatively overlying relationship to form a hol 
low lid; the pans being formed with cutturned, 
continuous ?ange portions 38 to provide for in 
creased contact and sealing surface. As shown, 
the ?anges 38 are in opposed relationship to 
each other. Also, I make the lid pans 32, 34 and 
partition 36 of a suitably transparent material 
so that the contents of the cabinet may be seen 
therethrough or without need of raising the lids; 
the material used preferably being a transparent 
plastic material so that the lids will be light 
weight and so that they will be unlikely to break. 
The lid partition 36 is arranged having an outer 
marginal portion 42 around its entire periphery 
interposed and held between the opposed lid 
?anges 36. Thus, the plastic partition 36 in 
sulates the lid pans 32 and 34 against direct heat 
transfer therebetween and also cooperates with 
the pans to provide a pair of so-called dead air 
spaces in the lid which further decrease heat 
transfer between the pans. The overlying lid 
?ange portion 36 and outer marginal portion 42 
of the partition are secured together and the 
joints sealed preferably by a cementitious mate 
rial 44, such as a suitable bituminous cement. 
This cement 44 seals the lid parts together and 
also seals the joints thereof ?uid tight. In order 
to insure against condensation occurring on the 
inner surfaces of the plastic lid, I prefer to as 
semble the lid parts 32, 34 and 36 in a room or 
space wherein the relative humidity is main 
tained as low as possible so that very little,» if 
any, moisture is sealed within the hollow lid. 
After the parts are cemented together, the lid 
is treated by‘the well known, so-called, plastic 
curing process which, among other things, drives 
out any moisture which may have been sealed in 
the lid, thus lessening the danger of condensation 
taking place on the lid inner surfaces. 
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A seal or gasket 46 is provided and is prefer 
ably carried by each lid to seal against the upper 
surface of the cabinet top 26 around the access 
opening. In the plan view (Fig. 2), the sealing 
gaskets are of U-shape to extend along the side 
and outer edges of the lids. Preferably these 
gaskets 46 are formed With a relatively hard rub 
ber body portion 48 and a relatively soft over 
hanging lip portion 49 which may be molded to 
gether. As shown, the gasket body portion 48 
is formed, as seen in cross section, with an offset 
to receive the lid flanges 38 so as -to ?t comple 
mentary with the sides of the lid 28. Screws 
50 extending through aligning apertures in the 
lid ?anges 38 may be screwthreaded into the body 
portion 48 of the seal to attach the same to the 
lid. On the under side of the lid, a reinforcing 
metal ring 5i may be provided for abutment by 
the heads of the screws 50. 
The lid hinges 30 each comprise a pair of hinge 

butts 54 and a hinge butt connecting member 
56. Preferably, the hinge butts 54 and connect 
ing member 56 are of such lengths as to extend 
substantially the entire widths of the lid pans. 
The hinge butts '54 and the hinge member ‘:36 
may be made of rubber, rubberized fabric or other 
suitably durable and pliable material. rI‘he hinge 
vbutts 54 like the seal 46 are formed with offsets 
for receiving the lid ?anges to ?t complementary 
with and against the sides of the lids, as shown 
in Fig. 3. Also, the hinge butts 54 are made of 
relatively hard rubber whereas, upper abutting 
portions thereof, as at 58, are made of relatively 
soft rubber for displacement by contact with 
each other for sealing purposes. The hinge 
member or rubber strip 56 may be secured to 
the hinge butts 54 by a number of spaced screws 
60 which may screwthread into nuts 82. In the 
present instance, the nuts 62 are hex shaped and 
are received in and held against turning by hex 
shaped recesses or sockets 54, molded in the rub 
ber hinge butts. Preferably, clamping strips 59 
are provided to receive the screws 50 and clamp 
marginal portions of the rubber hinge strip 56 
securely to the top surfaces of the hinge butts 
54. If desired, each of the lids 28 may be pro 
vided with a handle or ?nger grip t8 which may 
be located adjacent the ‘outer edges of the lids. 
Screws 68 may be provided to secure the lid han 
dles 66 to the gasket body 46. These screws 68 
also extend through the lid ?anges and through 
the clamping rings, as shown for example in 
Fig. 3. 
From the foregoing description, it will be un 

derstood that I have provided an improved, trans 
parent cabinet lid of hollow construction having 
its inner and outer surfaces insulated from each 
other to decrease heat exchange therebetween 
and to prevent condensation on the lid surfaces. 
Also, I have provided a lid of transparent struc 
tural members constructed and assembled in ‘a 
manner to prevent clouding thereof. In addition, 
I have provided an inexpensive, lightweight cab 
inet lid which may be readilyv assembled without . 
sealing any appreciable amount of air entrained 
moisture therein to the end result of preventing 
clouding of the lid’s transparent surfaces. 

Although only a preferred form of the inven 
tion has been illustrated, and that form described 
in detail, it will be apparent to those skilled in 
the art that various modi?cations may be made 
therein without departing from the spirit of the 
invention or from the scope of the appended 
claims. 
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4 
I claim: 
1. A refrigerator cabinet lid comprising a pair 

of pans each having a ?ange extending entirely 
around the periphery thereof laterally of the pan 
sides, said pans being arranged with their ex 
tending ?ange faces in opposed relationship, a 
partition member of heat insulating material in 
terposed between the opposed ?ange faces of said 
pans insulating said pans from each other, and 
means securing said pans and partition together 
with said partition held by and between said 
?anges. 

2. A hollow closure member for a cabinet ac 
cess opening comprising, an outer sheet material 
pan having an outer offset marginal portion 
therearound and extending laterally therefrom, 
an inner sheet material pan having an outer off 
set marginal portion therearound and extending 
laterally therefrom, said pans being spaced apart 
by said offset marginal portions, a partition be 
tween said pans having an outer marginal por 
tion in the same plane therewith interposed be 
tween the o?set outer marginal portions of said 
pans, and a cementitious ‘material sealing the 
joints of and securing said marginal portion of 
said pans and said partitions together with said 
partition held between the offset marginal pore 
tions of said pans. 

3. A hollow closure member for a cabinet ac 
cess opening comprising, a pair of transparent 
plastic sheets having offset outer marginal ?anges 
therearound, said plastic sheets being arranged 
with their o?set ?anges in relatively overlying 
spaced relationship, an intermediate transparent 
plastic sheet having an outer marginal portion 
thereof interposed between said offset ?anges in 
suiating said pair of plastic sheets from each 
other, said intermediate transparent plastic sheet 
also forming with said pair of plastic sheets, a 
pair of separate air insulating spaces, means seal 
ing the joint between said marginal portions of 
said pair and of said intermediate sheets of plas 
tic material, a sealing member on said ?anges ex 
tending around substantially three quarters of 
the periphery thereof, a hinge member extending 
along the other quarter of the periphery of said 
?anges, and fasteners extending through the 
outer marginal portions of said sheets clamping 
said sheets, sealing member, and hinge member 
together. 
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