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1 
This invention relates to pivotal mounting 

hinge means for folding legs and the like, and 
more particularly to folding leg hinges for se 
curement to the corners of articles of furniture 
and other structures which are supported on 
legs. 
A main object of the invention is to provide 

a novel and improved hinge means for folding 
legs which is very simple in construction, easy to 
install, and providing a ?rm supporting coop 
eration of the legs with respect to the article 
to which they are attached. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide an improved folding leg hinge which is in 
expensive to manufacture, neat in appearance 
and sturdy in construction. 
A still further object of the invention is to 

provide an improved hinge device for attaching 
folding legs to articles such as tables and the 
like, said hinge device allowing the legs to be 
easily folded into compact relation with the ar 
ticle to which they are attached and providing 
a very steady and secure support for the article 
when they are unfolded. 
Further objects and advantages of the inven 

tion will become apparent from the following 
description and claims, and from the accom 
panying drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a sheet metal blank 
employed to form a corner hinge bracket for 
a folding leg in accordance with the present 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of a corner 
hinge bracket formed from the blank of Figure 
1, shown attached to a leg. 
Figure 3 is a cross-sectional view taken on 

line 3-3 of Figure 2. 
Figure 4 is a view taken on line 4-4 of Fig 

ure 3. 
Figure 5 is a top plan view of a corner hinge 

bracket according to the present invention 
formed as a casting. 

Figure 6 is a view taken on line 6—6 of Fig 
ure 5. . ' 

Figure 7 is a cross-sectional view taken on 
line 1-1 of Figure 5. ~ 

Figure 8 is a top plan view of a double leg 
hinge bracket constructed in accordance with 
the present invention. 

Figure 9 is a view taken on line 9-—9 of Fig 
ure 8. 

Figure 10 is a cross-sectional view taken on 
line Ill-l0. of Figure 8. 

. Figure 11 is a perspective view showing the 
double. leg hinge bracket of Figures 8, 9 and 10V 
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employed to connect the legs of a bench to the 
seat portion thereof.’ . 

Figure 12 is a bottom plan view of a table 
employing corner hinge brackets according to 
the present invention for foldably connecting 
the legs of the table to the top thereof, said 
legs being shown in folded positions. 

Figure 13 is an elevation view of a corner 
hinge bracket generally similar to that shown in 
Figures 5, 6 and 7 but involving a modi?cation 
thereof. 

Figure 14 is a view taken on line Ill-l4 of 
Figure 13. . . 

Referring to the drawings, and more partic 
ularly to Figures 1 to.4, l l designates a generally 
circular sheet metal blank which is radially cut, 
as shown at I 2 and is adapted to be folded at 
respective radial lines l3, l4 and I5 to form the 
corner angle member shown in Figures 2, 3 and 
4. The sectors of the blank are designated re 
spectively at l6, l1, l8 and I9. Sector I6 is 
formed with a U-shaped slit at 20 to de?ne a 
rectangular tab 2 I, said tab being folded at right 
angles to the sector on line 22. Sector IT is 
formed with a U-shaped slit at 23 to de?ne an 
other tab 24, said tab 24 being bent at right 
angles to sector ll on line 25. Sector I‘! is 
notched at 26 to provide clearance for tab 2| 
when the blank is folded so that the sector I‘! 
underlies the sector l6 when the corner angle 
member is formed as above described. 

Sector I9 is formed with an arcuate slot 21 
having a straight end portion 28 angled radially 
inwardly of the blank with respect to the arcuate 
portion which is substantially concentric to the 
axis of the blank. > 

When the blank is folded on the crease lines 
l3, l4 and [5, as above described, side sector 
is is at a right angle to side sector [8, and sec 
tors l8 and I9 are downwardly and outwardly 
inclined with respect to- horizontal top sector 
I6, said top sector being rigidly secured by any 
suitable means to the underlying sector l1. 
When the elements are thus secured, tab 2|, 
tab 24, sector 19 and sector I8 de?ne a generally 
rectangular downwardly and outwardly-directed 
socket at the corner of the device in which the 
top end of a leg 29 is adapted to be received 
when said leg is in the upstanding position 
shown in broken lines in Figure 2. Passing 
through the upper portion of leg 29 is a headed 
bolt 39 which passes slidably through slot 21. 
Threaded on the end of bolt 30 is a wing nut 
3| adapted to lockhthe leg 29 in an adjusted 
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position with respect to the corner bracket de 
vice. 
The bracket device is formed with suitable 

apertures, such as shown at 32 for securing said 
device by means of suitable fastening means to 
the corner of a table or other article. Figure 12 
illustrates the use of the corner brackets at the 
four corners of a table. As shown in Figure 12, 
the legs 29 may be swung to parallel inwardly 
adjacent positions with respect to ‘the-skirtpor 
tions 33 "of ‘the table and locked in said inward 
positions by means of the wing nuts 31. To set 
up the table, the wing nuts are loosened and the ‘ 
legs are swung outwardly until they reach ‘abut-e 
ting positions against the respective corners 
formed by the sectors 19 and I8. Theb'o'lts 7311 
are then in alignment with the straight slot 
portions 28, allowing the inner ends of the legs 
to be moved upwardly into seated positions ‘in 
the rectangular enclosures de?ned by tabs 2| 
and 24 and the corners between sectors 1'9 "and 
18. By tightening the wing lnuts 3| the legs 
may be rigidly locked in said seated positions. 
Due to the downwardly ?aring relation of the 
legs, a?orded by the downwardly and outwardly 
inclined directions of sectors ‘t9 and [8 the ?nal 
con?guration of the legs ‘provides ‘a high degree. 
of stability for the table. 

‘In the embodiment of Figures -5, '6 iand'7, the 
corner hinge bracket is fabricated as a three 
sided body including vertically disposed plates 
35 and 36 at right angles to *each other and se 
cured together at their confronting edges and 
a horizontally disposed plate 31, the'vertically 
disposed platess35 and 36 ?aring outwardly with 
respect to the horizontally disposed vplate 31. 
One of the vertically disposed plates 36 is formed 
with an arcuate slot 21 having a ‘straight end 
portion 28 extending from a point intermediate 
the ends of the slot toward and terminating at - 
a point spaced from :the horizontally disposed 
plate '31, and an arcuate’porti'on extendingtrans 
versely from the intermediate point toward and 
terminating'at a-point spaced from the free side 
edge of the vertically disposed plate 36. The 
slot ‘is adapted to receive ~a-hinge pin 30 carried 
by the leg 29 whereby travel of the hinge pin 
29 from the terminating end of the arcuate 
portion of the slot 21 toward the terminating 
end of the straight portion thereof ‘results in 
the leg 29 being shifted from a collapsed posi 
tion to an extended position. Depending from 
the horizontally disposed plate I31 is a ‘right 
angled rib 38, including two tabs, 'each of the 
tabs being disposed transversely of the'adja'cent 
one of the vertically disposed plates and ~in 
spaced, relation with respect to ,the other ‘one 
of the vertically disposed plates and de?ning 
with the adjacent portions of the vertically dis 
posed plates the socket for receiving the top end 
of the leg 29». Suitable openings 3? are formed 
in the horizontally disposed plate 31 and in the 
vertically "disposed plates "35 and 36 for securing 
the corner bracket to the corner portion (if a 
table or other article to be supported. , I 

As shown in Figures _13 and 14, the 'slot and its straight portion 28 may be counterbored 

at the outer surface of ‘a side ?ange 36', as‘ shown 
at 40, to provide clearance for lth'e'head'of bolt 
36 when the bracket is secured inside the cor 
ner ‘formed by a table top,'or other article ‘to 
be supported, and the depending skirts or aprons 
carried at the margins of the articles, in ‘the 
manner disclosed in Figure 712. Also, as ‘shown in 
Figures 13 and 14, the side ?anges 36' and $5’ of 
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4 
the bracket are right angularly disposed to each 
other and to the top wall 31. However, ?anges 
36' and 35’ have inner surfaces which are down 
wardly and outwardly tapered in thickness to 
allow the legs 29 to ?are downwardly when the 
table or other article is set up and to still provide 
a right angled corner con?guration to closely 
?t into the corner of the article formed by its 
top and its depending side skirts. 
The arcuate slot 21 ‘and 'straightportion 23 

may be provided‘in either of ‘the two side ?anges 
of, the bracket so that either right or left hand 
vbrackets may be formed. 

-In the embodiment of Figures 8 to 11, a double 
bracket 41 is illustrated, for securement to a 
‘bench top 31-2, -“a trestle, or other relatively nar 
row” article, -to be supported at its ends. The 
bracket 4| is formed with a top 43, an end ?ange 
dilandl‘side ?anges 45 and 46. Each of the side 
?anges 45 and 46 is formed with an arcuate slot 
21 having the aforementioned straight end por 
tion 28ja'nd the top 4615 formed with depending 
right-angled 'ribs'll‘l, 41 de?ning sockets for the 
top ends of the legs 29 at the corners of the 
bracket. The bench *top 42 is secured to the top 
43 of a double corner bracket M at each end 
of the bench. The legs 29 are foldable to po'sl 
tions-parallel to the side edges of the bench in 
the same manner as ‘described in ‘connection 
with the preceding embodiments of the invention. 
The ‘respective ?anges '44, '45 and "46 are in down 
wardly ?aring relation with respect to the top 
133, allowing the'corn‘er l‘e'gs29 to be in ‘similarly 
?ared relation when the Particle is set up and 
thereby providing a high {degree of stability for 
re article. 
While ‘certain speci?c "embodiments of ‘hinge 

brackets ‘for folding legs have been disclosed 
in the foregoing desor‘iptiomit'will be understood 
that various modi?cations within the ‘spirit of 
the invention may 'occur to ‘those skill'ed'in *the 
art. Therefore it is intended‘that no ‘limitations 
be placed Yon'the invention‘other than as de?ned 
by the scope of the appended-claims. 
Wha'tis claimed _is: 
1. A folding leg bracket *hinge comprising a 

horizontally disposed plate, "a ?rst vertically dis 
posed plate arranged along and ‘secured to one 
side ‘edge of said plate, a second ver‘ti'callydi‘s 
posed plate arranged along "and secured to one 
end edge of said horizontally disposed plate, a 
?rst tab arranged in parallel spaced relation‘with 
respect to'said ?rs't vertically'disposed'lplateiahd 
dependingly ‘carried*by‘said’horiizontally ‘disposed 

. plate, and a second tab arranged ‘in ‘parallel 
spaced'relation with-respect to said second'ver 
tically disposed plate and. dependingly carried by 
said horizontally disposed plate, said tabs ‘and 
the adjacent portions of said ?rst and second 
vertic‘allydispose‘d plates together forming ‘a ‘rec 
tangular socket ‘for 5‘e'rnbr-a‘cingly "receiving ‘one 
end of a table leg, one of said'ivertieally ‘disposed 
plates being provided with'a lclos'ed slot for slid 
ably receiving a hinge pin carried by the one end 
of said‘table leg, said slot ?iclu'din'g ‘a I‘sti'ai'ght 
slot portion extending from a‘ point intermediate 
the ends thereof toward ia'nd 'Itefmina'ting ‘at a 
point ‘spaced ‘from said horizontally disposed 
plate and an arcuate slot po'rltion 'extendin’g‘frofn 
said intermediate pointitoward and‘termin‘ating 
at a point spaced from said horizontally disposed‘ 
plate. . 

2. A folding leg bracket hinge comprising a 
horizontally disposed plate, vTa. f?r-st ‘vertically ldis 

i: po'se'd plate arranged along and secured to one 
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side edge of said plate, a second vertically dis 
posed plate arranged along and secured to one 
end edge of said horizontally disposed plate, a 
?rst tab of a length shorter than said ?rst ver 
tically disposed plate arranged in parallel spaced 
relation with respect to said ?rst vertically dis 
posed plate and dependingly carried by said hori 
zontally disposed plate, and a second tab of a 
length shorter than said second vertically dis 
posed plate arranged in parallel spaced relation 
with respect to said second vertically disposed 
plate and dependingly carried by said horizon 
tally disposed plate, said tabs being of equal 
length and with the adjacent portions of said 
?rst and second vertically disposed plates form 
ing a rectangular socket for embracingly receiv 
ing one end of a table leg, one of said vertically 
disposed plates being provided with a closed slot 
for slidably receiving a hinge pin carried by the 
one end of said table leg, said slot including a 
straight slot portion extending from a point in 
termediate the ends thereof toward and termi 
nating at a point spaced from said horizontally 
disposed plate and an arcuate slot portion ex 
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tending from said intermediate point toward and 
terminating at a point spaced from’said horizon 
tally disposed plate. . 

ANDREW D. SHEFFER. 
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