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'This‘inveñtion relates tba package for-deform 

able material and ‘particulars to» material of 
this nature bearing >an impression, which it is 
desired to preserve. , 
One of us, fora hum-ber of years, made small 

plaques or tile's'of'pòrcelain bisque bearing a 
child’s hand print. Parents of small children 
often desire Yto preservefor themselves, or for 
the child’s later life, mementoes l‘o'f the chilîî’s 
babyhood, and a hand printï'o'fffa “small child, 
suitably preserved îin.JaL‘ço-lorful tile-*or a plaque, 
is a very desirable childhoadV memento. 

afslab of nsuitable clay ̀ and call at the residence 
ofthe ‘subject Aand take an impression of the 
child’s hand. The'slab of clay -Was then taken 
home and suitably" firedv and tinted, and it was 
then -retur'ned to the purchaser in its finished 
form. These Vtiles vor plaques have been sold 
under the registered Atrade-'mark “Pattyprintf’ 
Production with the procedure outlined above 

is relatively 4vslow and quantitï7 is distinctly lim' 
ited. We have'det‘erminejd that production may 
be greatly increased if a suitable clay could be 
marketed in a suitable container through infant’ 
departments of leadingv department stores. In 
this Way the parentsy or other relative of the 
child in question could'purchase a package con 
taining a suitable clay and could take the imprint 
of the child’s hand at home. Then, the entire 
package could be mailed to our plant, Where We 
could complete the processing and ship the com 
pleted tile or plaque back to the original pur 
chaser. 
In connection with the provision of such a 

package, a number of problems arise among 
which are that a suitable clay must be provided 
which will remain plastic for long periods of 
time. This particular problem forms no part 
of the present invention and will not be discussed 
further. It is also necessary to provide means 
whereby the clay slab, bearing the impression 
can be readily removed from the container. It 
is also necessary to provide a construction where 
by the impression in the clay surface Will be 
preserved from damage or deformation, Which 
might result from rough handling during ship 
ment, or. from contact with the lid. 
Our objects include the solution of the prob 

lems discussed above as well as others, which 
will be explained in more detail hereinafter', or 
which Will be apparent to one skilled in the art 
upon reading these speciñcations. 
Reference is made to the drawings forming 

a part hereof and in which: 
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Fig. lisa vplan ~vieW‘o'f a package according to 

our invention. v . Fig. 2 is a diametral crosssectional View taken 
on the line 2-2 of Fig. 1. 
Fig. 3 is a view similar to Eig. 2, but showingl` 

the package in the form in which it Will be >soldil 
Briefly in the practice vof our invention We 

provide a container Which is of a vrelatively rigid 
material, preferably sheet metal, and which may' 
b_e in plan of a sizean'd -shape suitable for a 
plaque to bear the‘im‘print of a child’s hand. 
We provide a liner for the container Which is 
of a material Which will not adhere to the ̀ con 
tainei‘, Aso vthat the body of deformable matter 

' contained inthe container may easily be re'- 
moved by us for further processing. We provide 
our container with a coveror lid, which 4rnay be 
of the ‘slip-on type, but which is preferably ofv 
screw Vtype >if the container is circular, and We 
provide means for 'spacing thevco'ver above the 
top_su'r'face of the material "contained therein. 
The container body is indicated generally at~ 

I0 in the ñgures and according to our preferred 
form is circular, Whereby?w'e _achieve a circularv 
tile or plaque. The circular'formY also `enables 
usto> provide a vscrew lid which We prefer. _It 
Will also be understood that the container coul`d‘ 
be square, rectangular, or ofr any other desired 
shape. ' 

The container is provided with a liner, Which 
according to our preferred embodiment comprises 
a circular bottom disk II and an annular ring 
I2 of a material which will not adhere to the 
sheet metal container body. We prefer to use 
as a material for the liner an oil treated box 
board, and While the thickness of the member 
I2 is not of particular importance, the bottom 
disk II should be thick enough to sustain the 
Weight of the body of deformable material I3 
with which the containerY is filled. 
As seen’ in Fig. 3, We cover the body of deform~ 

able material I3 with a sheet I4 of protective 
material, which may be oil treated boXboard, 
or preferably metal foil. Thus in the package 
of Fig. 3, the material I3 is substantially sealed 
against the atmosphere by moisture proof ma 
terial, so that the deformable material would 
not tend to dry out as a result of standing for 
long periods of time. 
The lid I5 of the container, which as indicated 

above preferably has threaded engagement With 
the container body as at I6, is provided on its 
underside with an annular gasket I‘I Which seats 
on the protective sheet I4 and is supported by 
the annular member I2. Thus when the lid I5 
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is tightly screwed on to the body I 0, the package 
in cross section has the appearance of Fig. 3. 
The spacing between the cover I5 and the protec 
tive sheet I4 prevents the surface I3a of the de 
formable material from being damaged. 
The purchaser having acquired the package of 

Figs. 3 will remove the lid I5 to which the gasket 
I1 may be adhesìvely secured and will peel off 
the protective sheet I4. The child’s hand will 
then be pressed into the deformable material Il! 
to make the impression I8, which it is desired to 
preserve. 
The protective sheet I4 will be discarded and 

the lid I5 will again be screwed down tightly at 
which time the package will have the appearance 
in cross section, shown in Fig. 2. In this condi 
tion the package will be shipped back to us for 
further processing and again the spacing between 
the member I5 and the surface I3a of the body ' 
of material I3 will prevent damage to the impres 
sion I8, which might result from rough han 
dling in shipment, or from contactwith the lid. 
As will be seen from the foregoing description, 

our invention has three aspects. We have pro 
vided a container for a particular purpose; we 
have provided a package containing a deform 
able material in an undeformed state; and we 
have provided a package containing a deformable 
substance, bearing an impression on its top sur 
face which is to be preserved. 
The composition of ,the deformable material, 

the procedures for preparing the same, and the 
procedures in connection with coloring and firing 
the plaque after the impression has been obtained 
form no part of the present invention. 

It will be clear that various modifications may 
be made in our precise package without depart 
ing from the spirit of our invention, and we there 
fore do not intend to limit ourselves, except as 
pointed out in the claims which follow. 
Having now fully described our invention what 

we claim as new and desire to Secure by Letters 
Patent is: v ' 

l. As an article of manufacture, a container, 
a Stiff bottom lining piece snugly ñtting in the 4 
bottom of said container, a lining collar in said 
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container resting on said bottom lining »pieceQ 
said lining piece and collar being of a material 
Which will not adhere to said container, a body 

i 4 
of modeling clay in deformable condition in said 
container supported on said bottom lining piece 
and snugly embraced by said lining collar, and 
a lid for said container, said lid having an an 
nular spacing collar which, in the assembled 
condition of said article, bears upon said lining 
collar and peripherally on said body of modeling 
clay. 

2. An article of manufacture according to claim 
1 in which said container and lid have threaded 
engagement. 

3. An article of manufacture according to claim 
1 in which said lining piece and collar are of 
Vmoisture-proof material. 

4. An article of manufacture according to claim 
1 wherein said lining piece and collar are of 
moisture-proof material and wherein there is 
provided a cover sheet of moisture-proof material 
of a size and shape to fit snugly within said con 
tainer covering said body of modeling clay and 
said lining collar so that in the assembled con 
dition of the article the cover sheet is engaged 
between said lining collar and said spacing 
collar. . 

RUTH T. HEINEMAN. 
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