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This invention relates to plastic models, and 
more" particularly to the shaping and vuse of plas 
tic body shells for making small models of vari 
ous kinds of toys. . . 

An object of the invention is to provide an im 
proved means for and method of constructing 
models which will include the formation and use 
of sectional cooperating body members of plastic, 
whereby the model may be built up and when 
completed, be provided with a smooth ?nished 
appearing body. ‘ 

A further object of the invention is to provide 
cooperating plastic sectional body shells for 
models, said shells being apertured to receive co 
operating members of the model constructed of 
balsa wood, or plywood, or any other desired 
material, with suitable attaching means for 
uniting said parts and shell sections to provide 
a complete and ?nished model. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

cooperating sectional plastic body shells for use 
in making models of various types, and the pro 
vision of plastic sheets which may be cut to cover 
the surfaces of the associated parts used as ad 
juncts to the body portions of said models. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

an improved construction for model making 
utilizing plastic surface coverings whereby more 
e?icient and attractive models may be built with 
a minimum cost for the requisite parts and ma 
terial. 
Other objects will appear as the description 

proceeds. 
In the accompanying drawings which form a 

part of this application, 
Figure 1 is an exploded view of the cooperating 

sectional plastic body shells; 
Figure 2 is an exploded view of a pair of double 

crutch members; 
Figure 3 is an exploded view of a built up 

crutch member assembly; 
Figure 4 is an exploded view of the cooperating 

sectional plastic body shells with crutch mem 
bers associated therewith; 
Figure 5 is an exploded ‘view of the cooperating 

sectional plastic body shells with crutch mem 
bers associated therewith with body clamping 
screw locks in place; 
Figure 6 is a perspective view of a form of 

rib; 
Figure 7 is a perspective view of a plastic up 

per body shell with tail assembly in place thereon; 
Figure 8 is a perspective View of a plastic lower 

body shell with a wing attached thereon; 
Figure 9 is an exploded view of an assembled 
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sectional plastic body shell with crutches in place 
therein, and a cowl shown ready for attachment 
thereto; _ ‘ 

Figure 10 is a perspective view of a plastic 
propeller blade; 
Figure 11 is a perspective view of a plastic 

spinner for positioning in front of the propeller; 
Figure 12 is a perspective View of a series of 

wood strips positioned between a pair of master 
ribs, the same being pinned together prior to 
being trimmed down and sanded, and 
Figure 13 is a perspective view of a series or 

set of wood strips positioned between a pair of 
master ribs after the strips have been trimmed 
down and sanded. ‘ 
Like characters of reference are used through 

out the following speci?cation and the accom 
panying drawings to designate corresponding 
parts. ‘ 

In carrying out the invention, there are pro 
vided plastic sectional bodies or fuselage shells ‘I 
and 2 for a toy ‘model airplane, which toy is 
merely illustrative of the means for and method 
of building and constructing models in accord 
ance with the‘ inventive concepts of the instant 
invention. 
The body sections I and 2 are formed with 

the apertures 3 and 4 respectively for attaching 
the airplane wings 5 and the tail assembly 6 to 
said body sections, the wings being attached to 
the lower body section 2, while the tail assembly 
is attached to the upper body section I. 
The crutch members ‘I and 8 shown in Figure 2 

of the drawings are formed of any desired ma 
terial, either of sheet plastic, balsa wood, ply 
wood, or any other desired material, and are 
apertured to provide light Weight and to permit 
the body clamping screw locks 9 and Hi to pass 
therethrough and through the top shell I, to be 
held in place by the nuts I l and 12. 
In assembling the model, the crutches 1 and 

8 are suitably secured or cemented to the upper 
and lower body sections I and 2, after which said 
body sections are placed together and clamped 
as a unit by the screw locks 9 and II], as shown 
in Figure 9 of the drawings. If desired, a built 
up crutch construction l3 may be used in place 
of the crutch plate 14, as shown in Figure 3 of 
the drawings. ' 

The wings 5 are made of the ribs supported on 
the bracing beams l5 by means of notches l1 
formed in the under surface of the ribs. The ribs 
Ilia are rearwardly tapering members, teardrop 
in shape, and are patterned or formed after two 
master ribs IS. A number of pieces‘ of balsa 
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wood or suitable material 25 are sandwiched be 
tween the two master ribs l6 and pinned together, 
and the entire set is cut and sanded to the con 
tour of the master ribs at one time and secured 
together, after which the pins are removed. A 
plastic sheeting or similar material, such as tissue 
paper, may be stretched over the outer surface of 
the ribs and secured to the lead edge and rear 
edge of the wings. , V 

The tail assembly 6 is made in the same fashion 
as the wing assembly 5 and is secured to the body 
in the same manner by use of the bracing beams 
I8 which extend through slots 4 in the upper 
body section I. The rudder portion, asshown in 
Figure 7 of the drawings, comprises a single piece 
of material such as balsa Wood, plywood, or a 
plastic, which is formed in the shape as shown 
in the attachment with the fuselage and is se 
cured to the fuselage by means of a slot formed 
in the fuselage top surface adjacent the tail, 
which is well known in the prior art. 
A cowl l6, cylindrical in shape and formed of 

plastic and other material will be provided for 
positioning at the forward end of the assembled 
body, and a propeller blade 29 and spinner 2!, 
also formed of plastic will be secured to a sup 
porting shaft (notshown) and may be driven 
by a rubber band or any other type motor (not 
shown). 
From the foregoing description it will be ap 

parent that much of the work of constructing 
,models has'been made considerably easier, and 
that when completed, the models will have a 
smooth, attractive appearance, also their con 
struction and weight will be de?nitely lighter 
when the plastic body shells are employed. 
While the preferred embodiment Of the instant 

invention has been illustrated and described, it 
Will be understood that it is not intended to limit 
the scope of the invention thereto, as many minor 
changesin detail of construction may be resorted 
to without departure from-the spirit of the inven 
tion. 
Having thus described my invention what I 
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claim as new and desire to secure by Letters Pat 
ent of the United States is: ' 
In a model airship, a fuselage construction com 

prising an elongated body composed of a pair of 
elongated shells having open sides in registry 
with each other, closure members secured across 
the open sides of the shells and resting against 
each other, locking means extending through‘one 
of the shells and through the closure members 
and securing the shells together,’ said‘ body hav 
ing forward and rear ends, the rear end of said 
body having a transverse opening therein and 
the forward end of said body also having a trans 
verse opening therein, a rear strut bar extending 
through and secured in the opening in the rear 
end of‘ said body and having ends projecting lat 
eral-1y from the body, a forward strut bar extend 
ing through and secured in the opening in the 
forward end of said body and having ends pro 
jecting laterally from the body,'a plurality of tail 
forming ribs supported on each end of the rear, 
strut bar and having lower notched edges in 
which the ends of said rear strut bar are secured, 
a plurality of wing-forming ribs supported on 
each end of the forward strut bar and having 
lower notched edges in which the ends of said 
forward strutv barare secured, and a sheet’ of 
material covering each plurality of ribs, 
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