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T 0 all whom it may concern : 
Be it known that I , GEo.V. NAUERTH, of the 

city of Dayton, in Montgomery county, Ohio, 
have invented certain new and useful Improve 
ments in Letter-Files, of which the following 
is a speci?cation. 
The object of my’invention is to provide a 

?le or temporary binder for letters or other pa 
pers, which shall combine the elements of sim 
plicity, compactness, ease and convenience of 
operation, and which shall have a capacity for 
containing a greater number of letters, bills, 
&c., within the same space, and at the same 
time preserving them in a better shape than 
is possessed by ‘the letter-?les now in use. 
The various features of myinvention will be 

obvious from the drawings and the following 
description. ' > I 

Figure 1 is a perspective view, representing 
my invention as it appears when the papers 
are secured therein. ,Fig. 2 is a plan view of 
one end of the cover which retainsthe papers 

Fig. 3 represents theposition 
occupied by the various elements when-it is 
desired to examine the contents of the ?le. 
Fig. 4 represents the preferred form of index 
folio which I employ in connection with the 
?le-box. - _ 

This ?lebox consists of a bottom piece, A, 
and the cover B, the bottom piece, A, having 
attached thereto the end piece, A’, and back 
A2. To the inner face of each of the end 
pieces, A’, are secured the racks a, each one 
of which consists of a series of teeth project 
ing slightly from the inner face of the end 
piece, the width of the notches between the 
teeth preferably exceeding the thickness of 
the respective teeth. To the bottom piece, A, 
and near the back and end pieces, are secured 
the upright pins b, the upper or free end of 
each of these pins being provided with a de 
tachable head or knob, b’. At the rear edge 
of the cover B are the two notches C, so situ 
ated that when the cover is in position they 
(the notches) will engage the pins b, as shown 
in Fig. 1, the notches 0 being suf?ciently deep 
to allow the rear edge of the cover to come in 
contact with the back A”. To each end of the 
cover 13 are attached the lugs c 0’, located so 
as to each engage with one of the racks a 
when the cover isin the position shown in Fig. 1. 

In connection with the above-described ?le 

box I employ a series of index-folios, one of 
which is shown in Fig. 4. Each of these folios 
is folded as shown at d2 in Fig. 4, forming two 
leaves, d d’, between which leaves the letters 
or papers to be ?led under a given letter are 
to be placed, the fold at d2 permitting‘ the 
leaves to be separated to the necessary extent. 
One of these folios is provided for each index 
letter, a portion of one of the leaves, prefer 
ably the lower one, extending slightly beyond 
the other and being provided with the appro 
priate index-letter. Each of ~ these folios is 
perforated near its rear edge to permit the pins 
b to pass through said folios when the latter 
are placed in the ?le-box, thus preventing them 
from slipping out of said box when the cover 
B is removed. To introduce these several fo 
lios into the ?le-box, the knobs or heads b’ are 
unscrewed from the pins b, and the folios are 
then placed in the ?le-box in their proper or 
der, the pins b entering the perforations before 
mentioned. When the sheets have all been 
thusintroduced the knobs are screwed on the 
pins, and the sheets are thus retained in the 
box. The letters, bills, or other papers to be 
?led are now to be placed in their proper. folio 
and the cover B secured in the box, which lat 
ter act is performed by simply placing said 
cover on top of the folios, the lugs c c’ on the 
‘ends of the cover being in front of the respect’ 
ive racks a on the end pieces, A’, when, by a. 
slight pressure downward and toward the back 
of the ?le-box, the papers are presseddown 
and the cover is moved back in the box, the 
lugs c c’ entering one of the notches in the re 
spective racks a, and the cover is thus secured, 
andthe papers are held ?rmly in the tile. 

It may be here remarked that it is not es 
sential to the perfect operation of my inven 
tion that the various lugs c 0’ ‘should enter 
notches at the same distance from the top of 
the rack. This is an important feature, for 
the reason that the papers in‘th'e ?le may be 
thicker at one end or corner of the box than 
at the other end or corners, and the cover can 
not therefore be pressed down so far in this 
corner as at the other corners; but by the par 
ticular construction of my invention this, as 
before stated, will not interfere with the per 
fect working of my device, as each corner‘ of 
the cover may be pressed ?rmly down on the 
papers and secured in this position. 
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When it is desired to examine any of the‘ 
papers in the ?le the cover B may be thrown 
back to the position shown in Fig. 3, the space 
between the back edges of the several fnlios 

5 and the back piece, A2, of the ?le-box being 
su?ieient to admit the edge otthe cover, by 

. which means a support is formed for the pa 
pers, which may be turned back after the man 
ner of the leaves of a book. 
By the construction above described I am 

enabled to ?le papers in the box until it be 
comes ?lled to the top, and all of the papers 
thus ?led, no matter what their size may be, 
will be held ?rmly and smoothly until such 
time as it is desired to remove them from the 
?le to make room for others. When; the tile 
is ?lled, or at any stated period, the several 
folios, together with the papers therein ?led, 
are removed from the ?le-box and placed in an 
appropriate transfer-case, to be ?led away for 
future reference. To remove these folios it is 

20 

simply necessary to unscrew the knobs b’ from 
the pins b, when said folios may be lifted from 
the box and other similar folios substituted 

25 therefor. 
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It will be obvious that any desired number 
of the above-described ?les may be grouped 
together in a cabinet and arranged in any de 
sirable manner. 
What I claim as new and of my invention, 

and desire to secure by Letters Patent, is— 
1. The herein-described letter-?le, consist 

ing of an outer case, provided with the racks 
a and the pins 0, and the cover '13, provided 
with the lugs c c’ and notches O, substantially 
as and for the purposes speci?ed. 

2. A letter-?le consisting of an outer ease, 
provided with racks a, and the cover B, pro 
vided with lugs c c’, ?xedly attached to the 
cover and arranged in such a manner that the 
cover and lugs are attached to and detached 
from the racks by sliding the cover horizon 
tally, substantially as and for the purposes 
speci?ed. 
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GEO. V. NAUERTH. 

Attest: 
WM. H. PUGH, 
E. R. HILL. 


