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My invention relates to portable stoves, and 
more particularly to a box type of stove that 
can be easily carried and then opened to pro 
vide a relatively large ?re box area. 
The principal object of my invention is to pro 

vide a portable stove in the form of a box, that 
may be used to transport fuel and utensils there 
in, and which may be opened for use. 
Further objects of my invention are: To pro 

vide a portable stove, hinged, and opening to 
form an extended cooking area; to provide a 
portable stove having a unique draft arrange 
ment; and to provide a. compact portable camp 
stove which can be readily made to rest solidly 
on ‘rough terrain. 
Other objects of my invention will be appar» 

ent or will be speci?cally pointed out in the de 
scription forming a part of this speci?cation, 
but I do not limit myself to the embodiment of 
the invention herein described, as various forms 
may ‘be adopted within the scope of the claims. 
My invention may be more fully understood 

by direct reference to the drawing, wherein 
Figure l is a side view of the closed stove; 
Figure 2 is an end view of the closed stove; 
Figure 3 is a top View showing the stove as 

opened; 
Figure 4 is an end view of the stove as opened; 
Figure 5 is a side elevation view of a modi?ca 

tion of the stove of Figure 1; 
Figure 6 is an end elevational view of the 

stove of Figure 5, partially broken away to ex 
pose its interior; 
Figure 7 is a top plan view showing the stove 

of Figure 5 in its set-up condition; 
Figure 8 is an end elevational view of the stove 

of Figure 5 in the open condition depicted in 
Figure '7; 

Figure 9 is a view illustrating a detail in the 
construction of the stove of Figure 5. 
The stove of my invention is essentially a box 

of ?reproof material, such as sheet metal, for 
example, having two similar halves l and 3, the 
box being split longitudinally and vertically 
along the center line. The two halves are con 
nected by hinges 5 along the bottom division 
line only. 

I prefer to incline the top surface 1 of each 
half upwardly from each side Wall 8 to meet at 
a peak, to provide a handle 9 on one of the halves 
near the peak and anchored thereto by handle 
hinges Ill, and to provide a hasp ll engaging a 
dog lock l3 on the other half. Each half l and 
3 is provided with a leg element IS in the form 
of a U-bar extending from one end wall of each 
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half, crossing beneath the bottom 15 of the box 
and running upwardly along the opposite end 
wall, the leg elements being hinged to the end 
walls by hinge bolts II. The legs are free to 
rotate outwardly only to a limited angle, such 
rotation of each leg element being limited by 
leg element stops IS on each end Wall. These 
stops also position the legs vertically when the 
stove is closed. 
The lower portions of each side wall of the 

stove are provided with draft holes 2!, and the 
entire bottom surface of the box is provided with 
similar holes 23. 
The stove may be opened by releasing hasp II 

and swinging the two halves outwardly thus 
causing the outward edges of the bottom to con 
stitute the lowermost portions of the box. At 
the same time, the leg elements are swung out 
wardly and the stove comes to rest in a stable 
position, as shown in Figures 3 and 4. The 
stove rests, only partially open, on the outer 
bottom edges 25, and on the leg elements l5 as 
controlled by stops [9. In this connection, it 
is important to note that the area of contact 
with ground or other supporting surface has thus 
been reduced to spaced line contacts, which fa 
cilitates the setting up of the stove for use, in 
spite of the roughness of the terrain upon which 
it is to be placed. 
In its set-up condition, the extended area of 

the top of the stove is large, and I prefer to pro 
vide a cooking top by the use of a folding grill 
21 of a plurality of sections 29 joined by hinges 
3i. This grill, when folded, may be stowed with 
in the closed stove. 

In the stable open position, as shown in Figures 
3 and 4, the bottom surface and the side Walls 
of the stove form a pair of parallel fuel channels 
33 in which fuel, such as, for example, charcoal or 
similar briekettes, may be deposited and burned. 
Both fuel channels are provided below with the 
draft apertures 2! and 23, as there is no ?at sur 
face of the stove, when open and in operation, in 
contact with the ground, and air may therefore 
enter the stove from the sides, ‘and through the 
center between edges 25. 
The angle of top surfaces 7 is correlated with 

the opening angle so that these surfaces are sub 
stantially perpendicular with the ground and lie 
in substantially vertical planes when the stove 
is open. In that manner, an extended cooking 
area is provided, with complete enclosure of the 
?re and with full draft. 

I have found that the stove of my invention 
may be utilized to carry, not only the grate 21, 
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but also su?icient fuel for extended operation, 
and that the storage space required is small 
compared to the cooking area obtained when the 
stove is opened. 

In the embodiment of Figure 5, the ?re box 
is very similar to that of Figure 1, the departures 
from the construction of that illustrated in Figure 
1 residing mainly in the appurtenances applied 
to the box. 7 r 

In lieu of the leg elements it which extend 
under the ?oor of the box in its closed condition 
and function under these circumstances, as a 
support for the box, I provide similar U-shaped 
legs 35 which are not long enough to swing under 
the box, but which under the action of gravity 
will lie against the box sides, with the box in its 
closed condition. ' 

However, when the box is open for use, these 
legsrmay function as such to stabilize the box 
in much the same manner as those in Figure 1, 
suitable limit stops being provided in the form 
of short strips 3'! of metal aflixed adjacent upper 
ends of each side wall 8 and extending slightly 
beyond the endwalls. 
With the legs designed to normally rest against 

the box sides as described, I provide at each 
corner of the bottom‘, a foot 39, preferably utiliz 
ing for this purpose a handle hinge similar to that 
which holds the handle to the box top.‘ These 
feet serve to support the box in its closed condi 
tion, slightly above the supporting surface to 
provide clearance for the box hinges. 
On each of the inclinedtop surfaces ‘i to either 

side of the handle, I provide a spit rest holder 
M, which in the set-up condition of the stove, 
will appear at each side of the cooking area where 
it is adapted to receive a spit rest in the form 
of a metal strip 43 having a plurality of down 
wardly sloping edge notches 44 to selectively re 
ceive and support a spit 45 above the cooking 
area. 

Each spit rest is preferably ?attened at one 
point adjacent its lower end as by a blow from 
a relatively sharp instrument to produce a teat 
lie to act as a limiting stop for the spit rest in 
its holder. 
Inasmuch as the spit rest'holders occupy the 

position previously alotted to the ha'sp'i l and dog 
lock iii of the embodiment of Figure 1, the corre- 5;, by Said box may be Opened to permit opposite 
sponding function of such hasp and lock is served 
in the embodiment of Figure6 by a hook fastener 
s1. 
In the modi?ed form of my invention, the grill 

is preferably formed in three sections 48, t9 and 
59, joined by loose hinges 5!, the center section 
48 being of substantially the same shape but 
slightly less in area than the bottom of the ?re 
box when in its closed condition, while each of 
the end sections 48 and 5%] is somewhat less in 
width than the height of the side walls. ' 

Thus, in packing the stove for transporting 
the same, the grill may be laid in the bottom 
with the end sections of the grill upright and 
resting against the side walls, thus leaving the 

' box available, substantially in its entirety, for 
the packing of fuel and other items. Or, the 
end sections of the grill might, as an alternative, 
be folded down upon the center section, in pack 
ing the box. 
.When put in use, the grill may be precluded 

from slipping around on the open box, by a plu 
rality‘ of stops depending from the grill at loca 
tions; about its periphery.~- These may take the 
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form of cleats 54 welded to the grill at such loca-— 
tions. 
For those who prefer to support the stove at 

a substantial height above ground, I provide at 
each end wall 1 and 3 adjacent its upper edge, 
an element 52 similar to though preferably larger 
than one of the handle hinges, and adapted to 
receive a leg 53 in the form of a rod of the de 
sired length. In the set-up condition of the stove, 
these leg-receiving elements will assume vertical 
positions to receive such legs. Such legs are each 
preferably bent at an angle to enlarge the ground 
area enclosed thereby, thus enhancing stability 
of the stove assembly. 7 
When thus raised above ground, I prefer to 

rigidify the fire box to avoid undue sagging strain, 
by a hook fastener 55 adapted to span the hinge 
angle at each end of the box and tie the comple 
mentary end Walls 1 and 3 together. 
From the above description of my invention, 

it will be apparent that the same will ful?ll all 
the objects recited therefor, and while I have 
described the same in considerable detail, I do 
not desire to be limited in my protection to such 
details except as may be necessitated by the ap 
pended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A portable stove comprising a box of ?re 

proof material, said box being divided vertically 
and centrally into halves, means hinging said 
halves together along the bottom division line 
only, whereby said box may be opened to permit 
opposite edges of the bottom thereof to consti 
tute the lowermost portions of said box, said box 
halves having draft openings in Walls thereof 
adjacent said bottom edges, a plurality of feet 
aihxed to said box adjacent said bottom edges 
to provide clearance for said hinge means in the 
closed condition of said box and means engaging 
said box in its open condition for stabilizing the 
same with said box halves inclined at an angle 
to the horizontal and said bottom forming an 
inverted v. . 

2. A portable stove comprising a box of ?re 
‘ proof material, said box being divided vertically 
and centrally into halves, each half having a top 
surface inclined upwardly toward the other to 
meet at a peak, means hinging said halves to 
gether along the bottom division line only, where 

edges of the bottom thereof to constitute the 
lowermost portions of said box, said box halves 
having draft openings in Walls thereof adjacent 
said bottom edges, and means engaging said box 

1 in its open condition for stabilizing the same ‘with 
said box halves inclined at an angle to the hori 
zontal and said bottom forming an inverted V. 

3. A portable stove comprising a box of ?re 
proof material, said box being divided vertically 
into halves, means hinging said halves together 
along the bottom division line only, whereby said 
box may be opened to permit resting upon the 
opposite edges of the bottom thereof, said 'box 
halves having draft openings adjacent said bot 
tom edges, and means for limiting the opening 
of said box to a ?xed angle between the bottoms 
of said halves, said means including legs extend 
ing from said box halves and, in the open posi 
tion of said box, adapted to engage a supporting 
surface and means for rigidly bracing said legs 
in such surface engaging positions. 

A portable stove comprising a box of ?re 
proof material, said box being divided vertically 
and centrally into halves, each half having a 
top surface inclined upwardly toward the other 
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to meet at a peak, means hinging said halves 
together along the bottom division line only, 
whereby said box may be opened to permit rest 
ing upon the opposite edges of the bottom there 
of, said box halves having draft openings ad 
jacent said bottom edges, means for limiting the 
opening of said box to a ?xed angle between 
the bottoms of said halves which will leave said 
top surfaces in substantially vertical planes, said 
means including a leg a?ixed to said box in its 
open condition at substantially each outer cor 
ner thereof, said legs being of sufficient length 
to support said open box above a supporting 
surface and a hook fastener spanning the angle 
between the bottoms of said halves and affixed 
to end walls of said box halves. 

5. A portable stove comprising a box of ?re 
proof material, said box being divided vertically 
and centrally into halves, each half having a 
top surface inclined upwardly toward the other 
to meet at a peak, means hinging said halves 
together along the bottom division line only, 
whereby said box may be opened to permit rest 
ing upon the opposite edges of the bottom there 
of, said box halves having draft openings ad 
jacent said bottom edges, means for limiting 
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the opening of said box to a ?xed angle between 
the bottoms of said halves which will leave said 
top surfaces in substantially vertical planes, a 
spit rest holder a?ixed to each of said top sur 
faces midway of the ends thereof, a spit rest 
engageable in each of said spit rest holders with 
the box in its open condition, and a spit adapted 
to span the distance between said spit rests and 
be supported thereby. 

PHILIP N. OVERMAN. 

REFERENCES CITED 
The following references are of record in the 

?le of this patent: 

UNITED STATES PATENTS 

Number Name Date 
1,318,007 Gau ______________ __ Oct. 7, 1919 
1,879,880 Lindsey __________ Sept. 27, 1932 
1,991,135 Brown __________ __ Feb. 12, 1935 
2,058,172 Myers __________ __ Oct. 20, 1936 
2,119,799 Sivey __________ __ June 7, 1938 
2,164,835 Pearson et al. ____ __ July 4, 1939 
2,247,612 Haislip __________ __ July 1, 1941 
2302.880 Nelson et a1 _______ __ Nov. 24. 1942 


