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This invention relates generally to sectional 
metal boxes and in particular to sectional out— 
let boxes for electric conduits. 
An object of this invention is to provide an 

improved sectional metal box.‘ 
A further object. of this invention is to pro 

vide an electric conduit sectional outlet box ca 
pable of being assembled. or ganged in multiple 
units to accommodate a desired conduit instal 
lation. 
Another object of this invention is. to pro 

vide an electric conduit sectional outlet box ca 
pable of being readily assembled as a unit, or 
ganged as a multiple unit, without the use. of 
separate or independent fastening and locking 
means. ‘ 

Still another object of this invention is to pro 
vide an electric conduit sectional outlet box 
adapted for a unit or a ganged assembly such 
that the interior and exterior surfaces, of the 
box are substantially free of any projecting por 
tions whereby to facilitate the assembly of the , 
box within a wall opening and to provide for a 
maximum working and storage space within the 
box. 
A feature of this invention is found in the 

provision of an electric conduit sectional metal 
box in which a U-shape body member has end 
or leg sections integrally formed with hooks ar 
ranged at opposite sides thereof and with the 
hooks on one end section being extended in 
wardly toward the hooks on the other end section. 
Independent side sections are integrally formed 
at their opposite ends with laterally projected 
hooks constructed for interlocking engagement 
with the hooks on the end sections on relative 
movement between a side section and an end 
section. Bendable ears integral with the side 
and end sections are adapted for movement lat 
erally of their corresponding sections into and 
out of engagement with certain of the hooks so 
that in one moved position of the ears such hooks 
are locked against movement out of interlocked 
engagement to maintain the side sections in as 
sembly on the U-shape body member, and on 
movement of the ears to a second position such 
hooks are releasable from interlocked engage 
ment to provide for the assembly and removal 
of the side sections relative to the U-shape body 
member. 
Further objects, features and advantages of 

this invention will become apparent from the 
following description when taken in connection 
with the accompanying drawings, in which: 

Fig. 1 is an exploded perspective view of the 
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2 
sectional box of this invention showing a single 
unit thereof, with certain parts being broken 
away to more clearlyv show its construction; K 

Fig. 2 is a plan. view of the box shown in Fig. 
1, when said box. is assembled; ,, 

Fig. 3 is a sectional detail view taken. on the 
line 3-3 in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 is a detail perspective view of the up 
per left corner of the box shown in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 5 is a detail perspective view illustrated 
similarly to Fig. 4, showing a released position 
of a side section of the box; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional detail view taken on the 
line. 6-6. in Fig. 4; 

Fig. '7 is a perspective view showing a ganged 
assembly of, the sectional. box of this invention; 
and 

Fig. 8 is a modi?ed form of a side section 
adapted for use with the sectional box shown 
in. Fig. 1. 
With reference to the drawings, the sectional 

metal box of this invention is illustrated in Fig. 
1 as including a U-shape body member l0 hav 
ing end sections or legs II and I2 and a back 
section or base IS. 
The end section II is integrally formed with 

pairs. of transversely spaced, oppositely arranged 
pairs of hooks l4. and i6 and Ill and 18, with 
the hooks l4 andv [6 being spaced upwardly from 
the hooks l1 and [8, respectively. As clearly 
appears in Fig- 1, the hooks l4 and H, which 
are at the side l9 of the end section II, have 
their hook portions 20 and 2|, respectively, pro 
jected upwardly, while the hooks l6 and I8v on 
the side 22 of the end section II, have their 
hook portions-.23 and 24, respectively, projected 
downwardly, with all of the hooks l4, l6, l1 and 
I8 being extended inwardly from the end sec 
tion I l at substantially right angles thereto. 
In a like manner, the end section I2 is inte 

grally formed with pairs of hooks 26 and 21, and 
2.8 and 29‘, with. the hooks 28 and 29 being dis 
posed below the hooks 26 and 21, respectively. 
Also it will be noted that the pair of hooks 2.6 and 
21 and the pair of hooks 28 and 29 are arranged 
oppositely from the pair of hooks l4 and I6 and 
the pair of hooks l1 and I8, respectively, in a 
direction longitudinally of the body member ID. 
The hooks 26 and 28 at the side 3| of the end 

section l2, which side 3| corresponds to the side 
I!) on the end section I l, have their hook por 
tions 32 and 33, respectively, projected down 
wardly so as to be extended reversely relative to 
the hook portions 20 and 2| for the hooks l4 
and I1, respectively. Likewise the hooks 21 and 
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29 at the side 34 of the end section I2, which 
corresponds to the side 22 of the end section II, 
have their hook portions 36 and 31, respectively. 
projected upwardly so as to be extended re 
versely relative to the hook portions 23 and 24 
for the hooks I6 and I8, respectively. 
Extended inwardly from the free or top edge 

of each end section II and I2 are a pair of op 
positely arranged ears 38 formed with threaded 
openings 39 and constituting wall fastening 
members for the sectional box. Knock out 
openings M are formed in the end sections II 
and I2 adjacent to the base section I3 for re 
ceiving electric conduits (not shown). 
The U-body member III is closed to form a 

box, by a pair of detachable metal side sections 
42 and 43. The side section 42 is formed at 
its end 44 with a pair of laterally projected 
hooks 46 and 41 arranged in a spaced relation 
corresponding to the spacing between the hooks 
26 and 28. The hook portions 48 and 49, for 
the hooks 46 and 41, respectively, are projected 
in a reverse direction relative to the hook por 
tions 32 and 33 for the hooks 26 and 28, and 
are arranged so as to be substantially in a plane ' 
common to the plane of the, side section 42. 
The end III of the side section 42 is integrally 

formed with a pair of inwardly extended hooks 
52 and 53 arranged in a spaced relation corre 
sponding to the spacing of the hooks I4 and I1 
on the end section H and have their hook por 
tions 54 and 58, respectively, projected in re 
verse directions relative to the hook portions 
28 and 2| for the hooks l4 and I1, respectively. 
In a similar manner, the side section 43 is 

formed at its end 51 with a pair of hooks 58 
and 59 having hook portions BI and 62, respec 
tively, projected in reverse directions relative 
to the hook portions 36 and 31 for the hooks 
21 and 28 on the end section I2. A pair of hooks 
63 and 64, at the end 66 of the side section 43, 
have their hook portions 61 and 68, respectively, 
projected in reverse directions relative to the 
hook portions 23 and 24 for the hooks I6 and 
I8 on the end section II. 
In the assembly of the side section 42 with 

the body member III, the hooks 46 and 41 are 
positioned within cutaway portions 69 and ‘II 
formed in the side 3| of the end section I2 at 
positions below the hooks 26 and 28, respec 
tively, (Fig. 5). When thus positioned, on rela 
tive up and down movement between the side 
section 42 and end section I2, the hooks 46 and 
41 are interlocked with the hooks 26 and 28, 
respectively, as shown in Figs. 3 and 4. With 
these hooks thus interlocked, the side section 42 
is manipulated to position the hooks 52 and 53 
thereof within cutaway portions 12 and 13 (Fig. 
1) formed in the side I9 of the end section II 
at positions above the hooks I4 and I1, respec 
tively, to provide for an interlocked engagement 
of the hooks 52 and 53 with the hooks I4 and 
I1, respectively. 
In a similar manner, to assemble the side 

section 43 with the bodyr member ID, the hooks 
58 and 59 are disposed in cutaway portions 14 
and 16 formed in the side 34 of the end section 
l2 above the hooks 21 and 29\, respectively, to 
provide for their interlocked engagement with 
the hooks 21 and 29. The hooks 83 and 64 are 
interlocked with the hooks I6 and I8, respec 
tively, by initially being positioned within cut 
away portions 11 and 18 formed in the side 22 
of the end section I I at positions below the hOQkS 
I6 and I8, respectively. 
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As shown in Figs. 1 and 2, the section 43 is 

slightly curved at its end 51, while the section 
42 is slightly curved at its end 5|. This curved 
construction of the ends 5| and ‘51 of the side 
sections 42 and 43, respectively, facilitates the 
positioning of the various pairs of hooks in in 
terlocked engagement and provides for a sub 
stantially ?ush engagement of the sides of the 
end sections II and I2 with the inner sides or 
surfaces of the side sections 42 and 43. 
The side sections 42 and 43 are locked in their 

assembly positions with the body member III by 
means of stop or look members 88, 8I, 82 and 
83, integrally formed with the end section I2, 
side section 42, end section II and side section 
43, respectively. Since each lock member 80, 
BI, 82 and 83 is of a similar construction and 
similar in operation, only the lock member 88 
on the end section I2 will be described in detail. 
The lock member 80 (Figs. 1 and 5) is formed 

at the side 3i of the end section I2 by cutting 
longitudinally spaced transversely extended slots 
88 and 81, with the slot 81 being of a size to 
accommodate the working end of a screw driver 
or the like. Further, the slots 86 and 81 are 
of a length to provide for the locking member 
88 being bendable or movable laterally of the 
end section I2. As best appears in Figs. 4, 5 
and 6, the lock member 80 is arranged below the 
hook 28 at a position such that when the hook 
41 is in interlocked engagement with the hook 
28, the free end 88 of the lock member 80 is 
movable below the hook 41. Stated otherwise, 
when the lock member 88 is within the plane 
of the end section I2, its free end 88 projects 
within the cutaway portion ‘II so as to prevent 
movement of the hook 41 away from and out 
of interlocked engagement with the hook 28. 
By inserting the working end of a screw driver 
within the slot 81, the lock member 80 is movable 
outwardly from the end section I2 to its posi~ 
tion illustrated in Fig. 6, so that its free end 
88 is outside of the con?nes of the cutaway por— 
tion 1I whereby the hook 41 is movable down 
wardly and out of engagement with the hook 28. 
The lock members BI and 83, although oper 

able in a manner similar to the lock members 80 
and 82, are arranged in the plane of the side 
sections 42 and 43, respectively, to their hook 
release positions, shown in Fig. 2, and are bent 
inwardly of the side sections to other hook en 
gaging positions shown in Fig. 7. All of the hooks 
are thus positively maintained in interlocking 
engagement so that the side sections 42 and 43 
are held against removal from the body mem 
ber Ill. On movement of the lock members to 
their released positions, the hooks are released 
for movement out of interlocked engagement to 
provide for the assembly of the side sections with, 
or their removal from, the body member III. The 
complete assembly of the sectional box is thus 
accomplished without requiring any independent 
or separate fastening means. Further, and as 
best appears from a consideration of Figs. 2 and 
4, the interior surface of the assembled box is 
entirely free of any projections except for the 

. slight projection of the hooks within the cor 
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ners thereof. Likewise, the exterior surface of 
the box is also free of any projections so as to 
facilitate its location within wall openings. Also 
the available working space within the box is 
increased by the inwardly embossed construc 
tion of the lower edges 50 and 55 of the side sec 
tions 42 and 43, respectively, (Figs. 1, 2 and 3). 
When the box is to be assembled as a multiple 
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- or a gang unit (Fig. 7), either of the side sec 
tions 42 and 43 is initially removed from the 
body member H], the side section 43 being re 
moved in Fig. 7. A second body member la, 
similar in all respects to the body member it, 
is then assembled in a side by side relation there 
with by the interlocking engagement of the hooks 
l4 and I1 and 26 and 38 on the body member l?a 
with the hooks l6 and I8 and 21 and 2t on the 
body member 10. These hooks are maintained 
in their interlocked engagement by the lock 
member 80 on the end section l2 of the body 
member “la and the lock member 82 on the end 
section H of the body member 10. The side sec 
tion 43 is then assembled with the body member 
lea in all respects similar to its assembly with 
the body member [8. Although a double mul 
tiple unit is illustrated in Fig. 7, it is to be under 
stood that any number of the box units may be 
ganged in a like manner. 

Fig. 8 shows a modi?ed construction of the 
side sections 42 and 43 which may be desired in 
certain kinds of installations. In the modi?ed 
form the hooks on the side sections, and as illus~ 
trated in this ?gure for the hooks 46a, and 41a 
for the side section 132a, have their hook por 
tions 48a and we extended at substantially right 
angles from the side section 42a. The assembly 
of the section 420, with the body member l8 is 
similar in all respects to the assembly of the 
side section 42 with the body member l0 so that 
a detailed description of such assembly is be 
lieved to be unnecessary. When assembled, the 
hook portions 41a and 48a are positioned parallel 
to the end section I2 in contrast to the arrange 
ment of the hook portions 48 and 49 normal to 
the end section I2, as illustrated in Fig. 2. 
Although the invention has been described with 

respect to a preferred form thereof, it is to be 
understood that it is not to be so limited since 
changes and modi?cations can be made therein 
which are Within the full intended scope of this 
invention, as de?ned by the appended claims. 

I claim: 
1. A metal sectional outlet box for electric con 

duits comprising a substantially U-shape body 
member having two end sections and a back sec 
tion, a pair of side. sections independent of said 
body member, a pair of transversely spaced op 
positely arranged inwardly extended hooks on 
each of said two end sections, with the pair of 
hooks on each section being projected in reverse 
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directions longitudinally of an end section, a pair 
of longitudinally spaced oppositely arranged 
hooks on each of said side sections for inter 
locking engagement with the hooks on corre 
sponding sides of said end sections, and bendable 
locking portions formed on said end sections for 
movement into abutting engagement with the 
hooks on said side sections to lock said hooks in 
said interlocking engagement, with said last 
mentioned hooks being released for movement 
out of said interlocking engagement on movement 
of said locking portions out of abutting engage 
ment therewith. 

2. A metal sectional outlet box for electric con 
duits comprising a U-shape metal body member 
having end sections and a back section, a pair 
of hooks on each end section arranged at opposite 
sides of a corresponding end section, with each 
pair of hooks being extended inwardly of a cor 
responding end section and projected in opposite 
directions longitudinally of said corresponding 
end section, and the hooks on said end sections 
being arranged so that the hooks on correspond 
ing sides thereof are projected in opposite di 
rections, a pair of detachable metal side sections 
for said body member, a pair of hooks arranged 
at opposite ends of each side section for inter 
locking engagement with the hooks on the cor 
responding sides of said end sections, and bend 
able locking members integrally formed on certain 
of said sections for movement into and out of the 
planes of said certain sections, said locking mem 
bers, when out of the planes of said certain sec 
tions providing for said interlocking hook en 
gagement, and on movement into the planes of 
said certain sections being in abutting engage 
ment with certain of said hooks to retain the 
hooks on said side sections in said interlocking 
engagement. ~ 

WILLIAM F. BRUNIA. 
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