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This invention appertains to novel and useful 
improvements in signal devices, particularly those 
adapted to be utilized in conjunction with rail 
cars, trucks and the like. 
An object of this invention is to swingingly 

mount an extensible arm having an eccentrically 
pivoted safety device associated therewith, 
whereby the safety device will be rotated as 
in?uenced by the movement of the swinging arm. 
Another purpose of this invention is to pro 

vide means for automatically cleaning the safety 
device. 
Another purpose of this invention is to provide’ 

means for limiting the travel of the swinging arm 
and restricting it to pendulous movement. 
A still further object of this invention is to 

provide a base having means for detachably 
anchoring the same to any suitable support. 
Another purpose of this invention is to visually 

signal from both the front and rear of the safety 
device. 
Another purpose of this invention is to provide 

an attention-demanding safety device of the 
visual type which is extremely inexpensive to 
manufacture, being very simple in structure. 
Other objects and features of novelty will be 

come apparent in following the description of 
the preferred form of the invention, illustrated 
in the accompanying drawings wherein: 
Figure 1 is an elevational front view of the 

preferred form of the invention, showing a com 
plete cycle of operation in phantom; 
Figure 2 is a Side view of the invention shown 

in Figure 1, portions being broken away in section 
to illustrate details of construction and taken 
substantially on the line 2-2 of Figure 1 and in 
the direction of the arrows; 
Figure 3 is a plan View of the invention shown 

in Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a transverse sectional view of the 

invention in Figure 2 and taken on a line 4-4 
thereof and in the direction of the arrows; 
Figure 5 is a sectional view taken on the line 

5-5 of Figure 2 and in the direction of the 
arrows, and 
Figure 6 is a sectional view of the invention 

shown in Figure 1 and taken on the line 6—6 
thereof and in the direction of the arrows. 
Referring now in detail to the illustrated pre-‘ 

ferred embodiment of the invention: like refer 
ence characters are used throughout to indicate 
similar elements. ' 

This invention has been conceived and devel 
oped to provide a device for the purpose of visu 
ally signalling a moving vehicle of any particular 
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class, such as railway cars, trucks or other similar 
devices. Of course, the present invention may be 
adapted for use in conjunction with boats,'ships 
or the like. 

It is within the purview of the present inven 
tion to utilize the normal rocking, vibrating and 
shaking associated with vehicles of the class men 
tioned above for actuation of the signal, safety 
device. - . / 1 

The general operation of the present invention 
is as follows: 
A swingingly supported arm of an extensible 

nature is provided with bifurcations at one end 
thereof. Positioned between these bifurcations 
is a signal device of the visual type, which is 
eccentrically associated with the said bifurca 
tions. Upon pendulous or swinging movement of 
the said arm due to the shaking, rocking or other 
movement of vehicles, the said signal device will 
be rotated due to its eccentricity. ,. 
Means for conditioning the said signal device 

is provided on the said bifurcations. This means 
consists primarily of a plurality of brushes which / 
are detachably associated with each bifurcation 
and which engage the faces of the said signal 
device. As the said device is eccentrically rotated, 
the brushes will automatically wipe the faces 
thereof. In certain environments this feature 
is of material importance such as when the device 
is utilized in conjunction with railway cars. Here, 
soot and other undesired substances adherev to 
the surfaces of the said signal device thereby 
rendering the same ineffective. ' * 

The materials of construction which are uti 
lized in conjunction with the present invention 
are, of course, variable in that this choice‘resides: 
in sound engineering principles and dictates. 
However, it is Within the purview of the present 
invention to utilize a type of commercial plastic. 
for use as the signal device which is eccentrically 
associated with the extensible arm. Luminous‘ 
material may be utilized in association therewith‘ 
to further assist in visual signalling. . 
A base I0 is provided of preferably a metallic’ 

substance and has means for suitably‘ anchoring" 
the same. This anchoring means may be noted 
.as a pair of split bearings l2 conventionally: 
secured to the base. 
A support member I 4 is secured to the said base 

Ill by any suitable means such as the screws I6‘ 
illustrated in Figure 3. Integrally associated-‘with 
the said support member M is a socket 18 having“ 
small cam slots 20 therein. 
An extensible arm is .associated with the said‘ 

socket l8 and is composed preferably of two ele 
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ments 22 and 24, respectively. The said element 
22 terminates in a ball 26 which is seated in the 
said socket l8. The upper portion of the said 
element 22 is engageable with the said slot 20 
for restricting the travel of the said elements 22 
and 24 to pendulous, swinging movement. 
The said extensible arm is preferably composed 

of the element 22 which is tubular and the said 
element 24 which is engageable with the bore of 
the tubular element 22. A plurality of apertures 
28 are provided in the said element 24 and a pair 
of aligned apertures provided in the said tubular 
member 22. Any suitable pin or the like may be 
extended through a selected slot or aperture 28 
and through the said apertures in the tube 22. 
This, of course, retains the elements 22 and 24 
in selected, adjusted extensible position. 

Bifurcations 30 and 32 respectively, form an 
extension of the said element 24 and a signal 
device is journaled therebetween. It is noted that 
the preferable; signardevice is composed of asuit 
able commercial. plastic and may be luminous if 
so. desired. Also, eccentricmeans is utilized for 
journaling this signal device between. the said 
bifurcations “and 32. This eccentric means 
consists primarily of an aperture positioned off 
center in the signal device 34, having 9, pin 38 
extending therethrough. This pin, of‘ course, is 
also journaled in a suitable eye member 38 pro 
vided on each of the said ‘bifurcations. 
As the extensible arm is pendulously swung, the 

eccentrically mounted signal device 34 is oscil 
lated? about the pivot pin 36 as. an axis. 
Means for conditioning the outer surfaces of 

the said signal device 34 is provided. This means 
is automatically operative upon eccentric, swing 
ing movement of the said signal device 34. The 
preferential construction is the provision of a 
plurality of brush elements‘ on the said bifurca 
tions 30 and 32 whichcontact or engage the outer 
faces of the said signal device 34. These brush 
elements may- have resilient clips 40 associated 
therewith» which conveniently and ei?caciously 
engage the said bifurcations. This of course ren 
ders the said brush elements readily detachable. i 
While there has been described and illustrated 

but a preferred form of the present invention it 
is apparent that variations may be made with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention. 
Having thus described the invention, what is ' 

claimed as new is: 
1. In a safety device, a base, an arm, means 

for swingingly supporting said arm on said base, 
a signal device having a signal surface eccentri 
cally pivoted to said arm, and means carried by 
said arm for cleaning said signal surface during 
movement of said arm. 

2.. In a safety device, a base, an arm, means 
for swinginglysupporting said arm on said base, 
a signal plate eccentrically pivoted to said arm, 
means for cleaning said signal‘ plate during 
movement of said arm, and said cleaning means 
including a brush detachably secured to said arm 
and contacting said plate to clean said plate 
when. said plate moves with respect to said' arm. 

3; Ina safety device, a base, an arm, means for 
swingingly supporting said arm on said base, a 
signal plate eccentrically pivoted to said arm, 
means for cleaning said signal plate during 
movement of said arm, said cleaning means in 
cluding a brush detachably secured to said arm 
contacting said- plate to clean said plate when 
said plate moves with respect to said‘ arm, and. 
means for securing said base to an anchor means. 

4. Means for signaling comprising an. extensi 
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ble arm, means for swingingly supporting said 
arm, a signal plate eccentrically pivoted to said 
arm, means for cleaning said plate when said 
plate moves with respect to said arm, and said 
cleaning means being detachably connected with 
said arm and contacting said plate. 

5. Signal means including a base, means for 
dectachably anchoring said base, a socket secured 
to said base, an extensible arm having a ball, said 
ball being swingingly mounted in said socket, 
means for limiting the travel of said arm, a bi 
furcated extension on said arm, a signal device 
having a visual signal surface, means for ec 
centrically mounting said device between the 
bifurcations of said extensions, a brush detacha 
bly secured to the bifurcations and operatively 
contacting said signal surface and arranged to 
clean said surface when said plate moves with 
respect to said brush. 

6. Signal means including a base, means for 
detachably anchoring said base, a socket secured 
to said base, an extensible arm having a ball, 
said ball swingingly mounted in said socket, 
means for limiting the travel of said arm, a bi 
furcated extension on said arm, a signal device 
having a visual signal surface, means for eccen 
trically mounting said device between the bi 
furcations of said extensions, a brush detacha 
bly secured to the bifurcations and operatively 
engaging said ‘signal surface, said limiting means 
including slots in said socket having portions of 
said arm engaged therein during the travel of 
said arm. 

7. Signal means including a base, means for 
detachably anchoring said base, a socket secured 
to said base, an extensible arm having a ball, 
said ball swingingly mounted in said socket, 
means for limiting the travel of said arm, a 
bifurcated extension on said arm, a signal device 
having visual signal surfaces, means for eccen 
trically mounting said device between the bi 
furcations of said extensions, brushes engaging 
said signal‘ surfaces and detachably secured to 
the bifurcations, said limiting means including 
slots in said socket with portions of said arm dis 
posedv therein during parts of the travel of said 
arm‘, and means for retaining said extensible 
arm in selected extended positions. 

8. Signal means including a base, means for 
detachably anchoring said base, a socket secured 
to said base, an arm having a ball, said ball 
swingingly mounted in said socket, means for 
limiting the travel of said arm, a bifurcated ex 
tension on said arm, a signal device having signal 
surfaces, means for eccentrically mounting said 
device between the bifurcations of said exten 
sions, brushes engaging said signal surfaces and 
detachably secured to the bifurcations, said 
limiting means including slots in said socket 
with portions of said‘ arm disposed therein dur 
ing parts of the travel thereof. 
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