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My invention pertains to radium nasopharyn 
geal applicators particularly designed for treat 
ment of lymphoid tissue in the nasopharynx. 
In applicators heretofore used for treating 

lymphoid tissue in the nasopharynx with radium, 
the radium bearing material has been enclosed 
in a separate tube which has been threadedly 
attached to a rod-like handle. The radium car 
rying tubes of such prior applicators have been 
of larger diameter than the rod-like handles to 
which the tubes were threadedly attached so 
that an enlargement or shoulder was present at 
the point of connection between these parts. 
A primary object of my invention is to provide 

a new and improved construction for radium 
nasopharyngeal applicators which eliminates the 
need for a separate tube for the radium bearing 
material and a threaded connection between 
such tube and a rod-like handle. 
Another object of my invention is to provide 

a new and improved radium nasopharyngeal _ap 
plicator which encloses the radium bearing ma 
terial in a rod-like part of uniform size and 
smooth exterior. 
A further object of my invention is to provide 

a new and improved radium nasopharyngeal ap 
plicator which may be readily and inexpensively 
made of conventional materials by the utiliza 
tion of existing manufacturing procedures. 
Other objects and advantages will become ap 

parent as the description proceeds. 
In the drawings: 
Fig. 1 is a side elevational view on an enlarged 

scale of a preferred embodiment of my invention; 
Fig. 2 is a View similar to Fig. 1 but on a larger 

scale and with parts cut away to reveal details 
of internal construction; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail sectional View illus 
trating one way of sealing in the radium bearing 
material; and 

Fig. 4 is a view similar to Fig. 3 but showing 
another method of sealing in the radium bearing 
material. 
Referring particularly to Fig. 1 it will be seen 

that my novel applicator comprises an elongated 
rod Il) of uniform outside diameter and having 
a smooth external surface throughout its ex 
posed length. The rod I0 may be formed of 
“Monel” metal or other suitable material and is 
threadedly attached at one end to a handle part 
I2 as indicated at I4 in Fig. 2. The handle part 
I2 may be formed of steel or any other suitable 
material and is preferably provided with a 
knurled external surface to facilitate nice manip 
ulation of the applicator during a treatment. 
The end of the rod I0 which is remote from 

the metal part I2 is drilled to provide a recess 
I6 for receiving the radium bearing material I8. 
The extreme free end of the rod I0 is preferably 
provided With an internal thread for receiving a 
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threaded plug such as the plug 2U of Fig. 3 or the 
plug 22 of Fig. 4. 
In the form of construction shown in Fig. 3 

the plug 20 may be part of a threaded rod 24 
which is screwed into the free end of the rod Il) 
and then cut one even with the end of the rod 
i0. Solder 26 may then be applied to» the end of 
the plug 2i? and rod I0 to prevent removal of the 
plug. This solder is preferably formed to pro 
vide a rounded end which facilitates insertion of 
the applicator without injury to the patient’s 
tissues. 
In the alternative construction of Fig. 4 the 

plug 22 has a threaded end of reduced diameter 
which screws into the end of the rod I0 and an 
enlarged end of the same diameter as rod I0 
which constitutes a continuation thereof. This 
enlarged end serves as a means for screwing the 
plug into the rod I0 and 
as indicated at 28 to facilitate insertion of the 
applicator into the nasal passages. An annular 
recess 36 is preferably provided between the endV 
vof the rod I0 and the enlarged part of the plug 
22. This recess is ñlled with solder to render the 
plug non-removable. 
While I have illustrated and described in de 

tail only two embodiments of my invention, it is 
to be understood that my invention is not limited 
to the particular details shown but includes all 
variations, modifications, and equivalents com 
ing within the scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A nasopharyngeal applicator for treating with 

radium comprising an elongated rod of one piece 
construction and of uniform external diameter, 
said rod having a handle part at one end and an 
elongated chamber drilled in the other end 
thereof, radium bearing material in said cham 

of said rod terminating in 
an internally threaded part, and a non-remov 
able closure for said chamber secured to said 
threaded part and sealing said chamber, said 
closure and rod ̀ being soldered to form a smooth 
joint and prevent separation of said closure and 
rod, said applicator having a smooth outer sur 
face for insertion into a nasal passage and a 
rounded end surface merging into said ñrst 
named surface. 
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