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I 1 

This invention relates to a novel ball game, 
and more particularly to such a game involving 
competition between teams on a ,playing ?eld, 
and novel apparatus for playing the game. 
An important object of the present invention 

is to provide an interesting, healthful and active 
ball game which is adapted to be played with 
a standard football and simple goal equipment 
and which is particularly devised to develop 
skill in handling the ball without the aspects of 
personal physical impact of regular football. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a game which can be played with anordinary 
football and which is especially suitable for 
players of elementary and high school ages, but 
which is also valuable in training regular foot 
ball players of any school level in ball handling. 
A further object is to provide a novel ball 

game which is especially versatile as to the 
number of players who may participate and 
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?eld II located about the ring post I B through 
any of a plurality of scoring rings l2 carried 
by the goal post. In the particular embodiment 
of the game selected for exempli?cation here 
in, a six ring goal is provided in which the rings 
face respectively dilferent directions to make one 
or more rings available from any point 360“ 
around the goal post. The game can thus be 
played on a rectangular ?eld as shown, or on a 
circular ?eld with the goal post ‘In, in either 
event, at the center. ' 
The goal rings [2 per se are ?xedly related in 

, respective vertical planes and in a hexagonal 

20 
which can be played outdoors or indoors and I} 
is thus suitable for any seasonof the year. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a novel ball game wherein the score is made 
by throwing the ball through vertically disposed 
goal rings and Which involves'rapid action in 
cluding catching,_ chasing and running as well 
as throwing and develops close team work, co 
operation, sportsmanship and leadership among 
its participants. ' I 

A still further object of the invention resides 
in the provision of novel goal aparatus for a ball 
game. . 

Other objects, features and advantages of the 
present invention will be readily apparent from 
the following detailed description taken in con 
junction with the accompanying one sheet of 
drawings wherein: _ 

Figure l is a schematic layout of a playing 
?eld for the novel ball game of the present in 
vention. _ 

Figure 2 is a side elevational View of a ring 
‘goal device providing the focal point of interest 
for the ball game. 

Figure 3 is an enlarged sectional detail view 
taken substantially in the plane of line III-III 
of Fig. 2, and ‘ ' 

Figure 4 is a fragmentary detail view of a 
supporting arm and one of the goal rings. ' 
As equipment for playing the game of the 

present invention, an available playing ball, pref 
erably a standard football, and means providing 
ball-receiving openings on horizontal axis, such 
as a ring goal post It! willmeet the requirements. 
The ultimate aim of the‘ game is to make a win 
ning score according to a preferred set of play 
ing rules, by throwing the ball from a playing 
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arrangement with their axes in a common hor 
izontal plane, upon a carrying head is which 
has radial supporting arms M for the individual 
rings. "A standard l5 supports the head l3. 
Where the standard I5 is to be in a permanent 
location, it may be sunk directly in the ground 
or other playing surface, substantially as shown 
in Fig. 2, although it is obvious that where it 
is desirable to have the standard l5 portable, 
any preferred portable base may be provided 
therefor. / I ' 

Although the head I3 may be secured directly 
and permanently to the standard IE, it may, for 
convenience vin handling’ for disassem-bly pur 
poses be provided with a depending central stem 
I‘! received in the upper end of the standard‘ 15. 
Bracing struts l8 may extend from the stem I‘! 
to any or all of the ring supporting arms [4. 
A further convenience for handling and stor 

age oi‘ the goal ring assembly is afforded by a 
collapsible arrangement thereof, and. for this 
purpose means such as‘ clamps l9 may be‘ pro 
vided for holding the individual rings ‘ 12 on 
their supportingarms l4 so that the rings can 
be swung down to a collapsed condition as shown 
in full lines in Figure 4. In the playing con 
dition of the rings, they are adapted‘to be se 
cured ?xedly together in upright position by‘ any 
preferred means such as interconnecting clamps 
20, although where permanent ?xed assembly 
is desiredrthe rings can, ‘of course, be secured 

togetheras by‘welding or brazing. ' ' ' Excellent. results in practice have been'o'b 

tained by afconstruction of the ring goal as 
V sembly‘ l0 wherein the individual rings are ap 
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pmximatelyv 30 inches in diameter and standing 
at ‘ an elevation of approximately 10 feet I on 
center‘; in conjunction with the playing ?eld vl'l 
having proportions ‘of 50 "yards in length and 
35 yards, in width. However, it should be under‘ 
stc-od that the size of the rings and their ele 
Vation may be varied according to the age level 
of the players. _ _ . ~ ' . ' ‘{1} ‘ ' 

‘ In compliance with a preferred set 'ofrules'for 
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playing the game, the playing ?eld Ii may be 
subdivided into a plurality of graduated scoring 
zones of varying value in depth. Any suitable 
means for marking off these zones may be em 
ployed such as slaked lime or the like for an out 
door ?eld or paint for a hard ?oor surface such 
as on a gym floor or cement Or asphalt court. Ac 
cordingly, the boundaries of the playing ?eld H 
may be de?ned by a line 21 which, where the 
playing ?eld is rectangular as shown, comprises 
side line portions 21a and end line portions 211) 
joined right angularly, but where the playing ?eld 
is round would comprise the line of greatest di 
ameter delineating the boundary of the playing 
?eld. A center or ring line 22 of special promi 
nence divides the playing ?eld i I transversely 
into two main playing sections. Each of the play 
ing sections is, in turn, subdivided by lines 23 
and 24 into playing zones 25, 25 and 21 of re 
spectively greater spacing from the ring line 22. 
Parallel to the division line 23 and within the 
scoring zone 26 may be provided a free throw line 
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28. Flanking the playing ?eld I! in centered :3. 
relation to the ring line 22 are respective starting 
zones 29. 

_ I-n playing the present ball game, teams are 
chosen, each comprising any desired number of 
players. From seven to eighteen players per team 
have been accommodatedsuccessfully, and in this 
respect the game is advantageously ?exible. Each 
team is assigned a respective starting Zone 29 
from which the football is put into play by throw 
ing by the offensive team.- The objective, then, 1 
of the players is to manoeuver the ball according 
to the prescribed rules by passing, throwing and 
running the ball, under competitive conditions 
with the end aim of throwing the ball in a gen 
erally horizontal direction through any of the goal 
rings [2, which, by their number and position are 
accessible from any part of the playing ?eld. The 
scoring valueof the various scoring zones, 25, 29 
and 21 may be determined in proportion to the 
skill and accuracy demanded to send the ball 
through a goal ring‘ Thus the scoring zone 25 
may have a value of one point, the scoring zone 
26 two points, and the scoring zone 21 three points 
for sending the ball through a goal ring 12 there 
from. To enhance the competitive interest, the 
development of teamwork and cooperation among 
the players and to promote endurance and stam— 
ina, while minimizing the danger of physical in 
jury, the rules will, of course, relate to such fea 
tures as limitations upon personal contact of the 
players, time limits upon executing a play and 
passing the ball, directional instructions for 
carrying the ball by running, out of bound plays, 
fouling, etc. 
From the foregoing it will be apparent that the 

present invention provides a novel ball game 
which ful?lls an important aim in the physical 
culture and recreational ?eld by providing for 
relatively large group competition, and which is 
simple enough for maximum participation by all 
of the players, While yet requiring a sui?cient de 
gree of skill and clever ball handling to maintain 
interest and competition at a peak throughout. 
Since the equipment and -p1aying ?eld require 
ments are simple and permit either outdooror 
indoor playing, the game is free from seasonal 
interruptions. Since footballs are in the nature 
of a readily obtainable commodity, and the goal 
ring assemblies of simple and inexpensive nature‘, 
the investment in equipment for playing the game 
is negligible. 
It will, of course, be understood that various 
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details of construction may be varied through a 
wide range without departing from the principles 
of this invention and it is, therefore, not the pur 
pose to limit the patent granted hereon otherwise 
than necessitated by the scope of the appended 
claims. 

I claim as my invention: _ I 

i, In combination in apparatus for‘ playing a 
ball game, a supporting head, a plurality of up 
right goal rings facing in respectively di?erent 
directions, means for securing the goal rings to 
the head, and means for securing the proximate 
sides of the goal rings together for mutual up 
right ‘support. 

2. In combination in a ball game goal device 
of the character described, a supporting head 
comprising a symmetrically arranged series of six 
arms and a central support, a ring member car 
ried at the outer end of each of said arms, and 
means for connecting the sides of the ring mem 
bers' together into asymmetrical six sided ar 
rangement with the openings in the ring mem 
bers at respectively opposite sides of the device 
aligned. 

3. In combination in a portable ring goal ap 
paratus for playing a ball game, a standard, a 
head structure carried by said standard, a plu 
rality of goal rings hingedly connected to said 
standard and arranged to be swung from a col 
lapsed condition into upright condition about 
respective hinge axes angular to one another, 
the sides of adjacent ring members being adja 
cent to one another in the upright condition of 
the rings, and means for securing the rings in the 
upright condition thereof. 

4. In combination in a portable ring goal ap 
paratus for playing a ball game, a standard, a 
head structure carried by said standard, a plu 
rality of goal rings hingedly connected to said 
structure and arranged to be swung from a col 
lapsed c'ondition into‘ upright- condition about 
respective hinge axes angular to one another, 
the sides of adjacent ring members being adja 
cent to one another in the upright condition 
of the rings, and means securing the sides of the 
adjacent rings together for mutual upright sup 
port, 

5. In combination in apparatus for playing a 
ball game, a head structure, an upright standard 
carrying said head structure and adapted to sup‘ 
port the head structure in spaced relation above 
a playing ?eld, a plurality of upright goal ring 
members facing in respectively different direc 
tions, means fory'sec‘urin'g said goal ring members 
to said head structure, and means for securing 
the proximate sides of the goal rings in ?xed op 
erative relation. 
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