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The object of this invention is to devise novel 
means for securing the handles of bladed tools 
in their closed condition. 
A further object of the invention is to devise 

novel latching mechanism having a latch 
pivotally mounted within one of the handles and 
adapted to latch with a pin or rod within one of 
the handles. 
A further object is to mount the latch mecha 

nism in such a manner that it will not interfere 
with the normal operation of the tool and will 
be substantially concealed within the handles. 
A further object is to tension the latch in a 

novel manner so that When the handles are 
pressed towards their closed position, the latch 
will be automatically released and will swing into 
its open position. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view 

as will hereinafter clearly appear, our invention 
comprehends novel latching mechanism for 
securing the handles of bladed tools in their closed 
position. 
For the purpose of illustrating the invention, 

we have shown in the accompanying drawings 
a preferred embodiment of it which we have 
found in practice to give satisfactory and reli 
able results. It is, however, to be understood 
that the various instrumentalities of which the 
invention consists can be variously arranged and 
organized and the invention is not limited to the 
exact arrangement and organization of these 
instrumentalities as herein set forth. 

Figure 1 is a plan view of a pair of shears 
with handle locking mechanism, embodying our 
invention. 

Figure 2 is a section on line 2—2 of Figure 1. 
Figure 3 is a fragmentary plan View with part 

of the handle removed to show the latch in its 
open position. ‘ ‘ 

Similar numerals of reference indicate cor~ 
responding parts. 
Referring to the drawings: 
It is to be understood that it is immaterial 

whether the blades are adapted for cutting, grip 
ping or holding. 
As illustrated for purpose of explanation, the 

tool has blades l and 2, pivotally connected with 
handles 3 and 4, the connection providing a 
compound leverage action if desired. The 
handles are channel shaped in cross section and 
within the channel of one handle one end of a 
latch 5 is pivoted on a pivot pin 6 riveted or 
otherwise securedv to the handle. The free end 
of the latch forms a hook 1 adapted to engage 
a pin 8 riveted or otherwise secured within the 
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channel of the other handle. The latch is pro 
vided with an offset portion 9 which is pressed 
by the operator to move the latch into its look 
ing position. 

In order to effect the automatic release of the 
latch a tension device is provided in the form 
of a' spring in one end of which bears against 
the latch at H and the other end is ?xed at It! 
to a notch in the handle to which the latch is 
pivoted. It will thus be clear that the latch 
except for the offset portion 9 forming a pres~ 
sure member is within the planes of the handles. 
The offset portion 9 does not extend outwardly 
beyond the handles a sufficient distance to form 
an obstruction to the normal use of the tool, 
and therefore does not interfere with such nor 
mal use. 
The arrangement of the spring is such as to 

cause the automatic opening of the latch when 
released from the pin with which the hook of 
the latch cooperates. 
When the latching mechanism is in its locked 

condition and the handles are pressed together, 
the latch is released and is moved by the spring 
into its unlatched position and retained in such 
position. 
To look the handles in their closed position, 

the handles are pressed together and by means 
of the pressure member 9 the latch is moved into 
engagement with its keeper formed by the pin 8. 
Our present invention solves the problem of 

a locking mechanism for bladed tools which is 
substantially concealed within the handles, 
which secures the blades and handles in their 
locked condition, and which will automatically 
release when the handles are pressed together, 
and at the same time will not form an obstruc 
tion extending beyond the planes of the handles 
to interfere with the manipulation of the tool 
in its operation. 
Having thus described our invention, what we 

claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 

Locking mechanism for the handles of bladed 
tools, comprising the combination with blades 
pivoted together and handles having grasping 
portions channel shaped in cross section, pivoted 

‘to the rear ends of the blades and having for 
ward extensions pivoted together at their for 
ward ends, of a latch comprising a flat strip 
having a hook at one end and having the other 
end pivoted within the channel of one handle in 
advance of its grasping portion and having an 
offset pressure portion midway between its hook 
and pivot and extending laterally of the median 
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line of the tool when the handles are latched, 
a spring for the latch and tending to move the 
latch into concealed position within its channel 
except for the pressure portion which extends 
longitudinally of and in close proximity to the 
inner face of the handle to which it is pivoted, 
and a keeper in the channel of the other handle 
in advance of its grasping portion, said pres 
sure portion when the latch is in latched posi 
tion being disposed between the handles and 
extending exterior thereof at one side of the 
tool. ' ‘ 

PETER S. VOSBIKIAN. 
THOMAS S. VOSBIKIAN. ' 
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