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This invention relates to novel truss construc 
tions and more particularly to improvements in 
the waist-belt portion thereof and the matter of 
connecting the waist-belt to a pad assembly. 
The primary object of the invention is to pro 

vide a truss having a waist-belt easily detachable 
and simple, rigidly preset pads and supports, and 
slidable connections between the belt and sup 
ports whereby the pads are urged to press in 
wardly and upwardly against the points where 
the hernia or rupture is located and at the proper 
angle to furnish the relief desired. 
A further object is to provide a truss having 

slidably adjustable connections at the sides of 
the waist belt between a ?exible horizontal rear 
portion and a rigid front or pad portion wherein 
the direction of slidability is inclined upwardly 
to the rear so as to transmit an upwardly and in~ 
wardly directed pressure on said pads when the 
connections are suitably tightened. 
A further object is to provide a truss compris 

ing a comparatively wide ?exible waist belt about 
the rear portion of the body ending in adjustable 
strap ends at the sides, guideways in said belt 
opening forwardly at the base of said strap ends 
and extending rearwardly and upwardly, and pad 
and frame assemblies having rigid side extensions 
for slidable insertion into said guideways and 
buckles at the base of said extensions for said 
strap ends. 
A further object is to provide inclined pocket 

and pad support connections at the sides of the 
wearer between a waist belt portion of a truss and 
its pad support assembly, whereby to direct the 
pressure of said pads upwardly while they are 
pulled backwardly by a tightening of the con 
nections at the guideways over the hips. 
A further object is to provide a truss compris 

ing a relatively Wide ?exible waist-belt rear por 
tion having leather strips with strap ends stitched 
thereto at the sides, said stitches including border 
stitches and spaced rows of stitches extending 
lengthwise of the belt and strips with thedirec 
tion of such rows of stitching being inclined up 
wardly and away from the front of the belt to 
provide open ended guideways within which an 
element of the pad assembly may be freely in 
serted to provide an uplift action on the truss 
pads. 
A still further object is to construct a truss 

having a waist-belt and a pad assembly with 
means for connecting them relatively angularly 
at the sides of the wearer’s body so as to cause 
an upwardly directed pressure component along 
with the inward pressure as the connecting means 
are tightened. 
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2 
Other and more speci?c objects will appear in 

the following detailed description of an illus 
trative form of trusses based on the present in 
vention, having reference to the accompanying 
drawing, wherein: 

Figure l is a side elevational view of a truss of 
simple form and made in accordance with this 
invention, 

Figure 2 is a perspective view of the waist-belt 
portion of the truss showing the arrangement of 
stitches forming the inclined guideways, and 
Figure 3 is a sectional view taken on line 3—3 

of Figure 1. 
Referring more in detail to the accompanying 

drawing, the reference numeral I designates a 
waist-belt which may be of webbing or other ?exi 
ble band material and has strips 2 and 3 prefer 
ably of leather or similar material stitched along 
their side edges as at 6 to the ends of the waist 
belt !. The leather strips 2 and 3 respectively 
carry extended strap ends 413 and 5. 
Each of the strips 2 and 3 is additionally 

stitched to the waist-belt by rows of stitching l 
and 8 parallel to each other and extending length 
wise of the belt and strip with the direction of 
the rows of the additional stitching being inclined 
upwardly and away from the front of the belt 
to provide an open ended guideway within which 
an element of a pad assembly may be freely in 
serted for assemblage application to the body of 
a wearer and be slidably mounted when in in 
serted position. 
A pad assembly formed of rigid material in 

cludes a central portion {2a with a rigid extension 
bar 9 at one side thereof, while the pad It!‘ may 
be adjustably mounted by means of screws H 
passing through slots [2 in the central portion 
of the pad assembly. The rigid extension bar 9 
is curved substantially to ?t around the slides 
of the wearer’s body and is slidably inserted into 
the inclined guideway of the waist-belt. A buckle 
I3 is mounted at the base of the bar extension 9 
to receive the adjacent strap end‘fcr adjustment 
of the truss on the person to provide suitable 
pressure on the pad at the point where the rup 
ture or hernia may be located. It is to be under 
stood that although only one pad ill is illus 
trated, there may be two pads of any convenient 
from and they may be rigidly or ?exibly con 
nected in known manner. The connection be 
tween the pad and the extension bar 9, however, 
is rigid although it may be adjustable as shown to 
provide for properly locating the pad with re 
spect to the hernia. ‘ 

With the construction disclosed there is pro 
vided a confortable and efficient truss, furnishing 
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the desirable upwardly and inwardly directed 
pressure on the pads, in an adjustable manner, 
by the use of the inclined guideways in the sides 
of the waist-belt and without resorting to any 
complex mechanism to obtain the proper inclina 
tion of the pads or the direction of pressure. 

It will be understood that upon tightening of 
the waist-belt, the rigid bars will have their rear 
terminal ends moved in an upward direction 
through the inclined guideways toward the back 
or" the wearer, resulting in upward and inward 
movements of the lower half portions of the pads 
to produce the uplift support for the hernia. 
While there is herein shown and described the 

preferred embodiment of the invention, it is 
nevertheless to be understood that minor changes 
may be made therein without departing from the 
spirit and scope Of the invention as claimed. 
What is claimed is: 
1. In a truss for hernia, a one-piece waist-belt 

of ?exible material and two leather strips stitched 
at their upper and lower edges to the end por 
tions of the ?exible waist-belt to provide an elon 
gated connection between the strips and such end 
portions of the waist-belt, the length of the waist 
belt being such as to locate the stitching at the 
sides of the wearer, the strips being of substan 
tially uniform width at such stitching, each strip 
having a strap end extending beyond the end 
portions of the waist-belt and adapted for ad 
justable connection to a buckle carried by a pad 
assembly, each of said strips and adjacent por 
tion of the waist-belt having a pair of additional 
rows of stitching parallel to each other and ex 
tending lengthwise of the belt and strip with the 
direction of the rows of such additional stitching 
being inclined upwardly and away from the front 
of the belt, thereby providing an open ended 
guideway within which an element of such pad 
assembly may be freely inserted for assemblage 
application to the body of the wearer and be 
slidably mounted when in inserted position, said 
inclined additional stitching presenting a guid 
ing control for such slidable pad assembly ele 
ment to thereby maintain substantially constant ‘ 
the angularity of such slidable element while 
within the guideway. 

2. In a truss for hernia, a one-piece waist-belt, 
a pad assembly, said waist-belt being formed of 
flexible material and two leather strips stitched 
at their upper and lower edges to the end por 
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tions of the flexible waist-belt to provide an 
elongated connection between the strips and such 
end portions of the waist-belt, the length of the 
waist-belt being such as to locate the stitching 
at the sides of the wearer, the strips being of 
substantially uniform width at such stitching, 
each strip having a strap end extending forward 
beyond the end portions of the waist-belt for 
adjustable connection to a buckle carried by said 
pad assembly, each of said strips and adjustable 
portion of the waist-belt having a pair of addi 
tional rows of stitching parallel to each other 
and extending lengthwise of the belt and strip 
with the direction of the rows of such additional 
stitching being inclined upwardly and away from 
the front of the belt, thereby providing an open 
ended guideway within which an element of said 
pad assembly may be freely inserted for assem 
blage application to the body of the wearer and 
be slidably mounted when in inserted position, 
said inclined additional stitching presenting a 
guiding control for such slidable pad assembly 
element to thereby maintain substantially con 
stant the angularity of such slidable element while 
within the guideway, the pad assembly including 
a rigid member, a pad adjustably attached to 
each end of said member, an extension bar at 
each end of said member adapted to slidably ?t 
in the"c0mplementary guideway, and a buckle 
at the base of each extension bar to receive the 
adjacent strap end. 

ADOLPH MERGEHENN. 
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