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This invention relates to improvements in 
switch units and has particular reference to a 
unit to be inserted within the ordinary overhead 
tracks such as are used in warehouses, and which 
unit will enable the user to transfer a load from 
one section of the track to another, as for ex 
ample, the load may pass along a straight por 
tion of the track or be switched to one side onto 
a curved portion of the track or vice versa. 
A further object is to produce a device of this 

character which may be used with the present 
day installations without materially altering the 
same. ' 

A still further object is to produce an installa 
tion which is economical both to manufacture 
and to install. ~ 

. Another object is to produce a unit which is 
positive in. its operation and “one, therefore, 
wherein there is no danger of a load running off 
of the track through the non-alignment of the 
switch track sections actuated thereby. 
Other objects and advantages will be apparent 

during the course of the following description. 
In the accompanying drawings forming a part 

of this speci?cation and in which like numerals 
are employed to designate like parts through 
out the same, 

Fig. l is a top plan view of my unit. 
Fig. 2 is a perspective view of my unit on a 

reduced scale showing the curved section of the 
switch in place. 

Fig. 3 is a cross sectional view taken on the 
line 3-3 of Fig. 1. 

Fig. 4 is a perspective view on a reduced scale 
showing the straight section of the switch in 
place, and 

Fig. 5 is a diagrammatic view showing six pos 
sible switch combinations. 
In many warehouses, storage plants, meat 

packing plants and the like overhead tracks are 
used for the purpose of transporting various com 
modities suspended from hangers and rollers 
which travel on the tracks. This enables a per 
son to move a comparatively heavy load with a 
minimum amount of effort to distant points. 
In order to conserve space it is customary to 

place these tracks relatively close together in 
parallel relation and to then provide switching 
means whereby a load may be moved from one 
track to another or from a main track into side 
tracks. These units have heretofore been built 
up as needs required, the work being accom 
plished many times upon the job with a conse 
quent lack of tools, forges, etc. This makes it 
exceedingly difficult to line up the various ends 
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of the straight and the curved sections particu 
larly at the switching points. 
Inasmuch as such installations are very ex 

pensive and frequently get out of order, ap 
plicant has, therefore, devised a switch unit 
which may be preformed and later inserted at 
the switching point with a minimum amount of 
effort and expense. 
Applicant has also devised means whereby the 

two elements of the switch ' prop-er, i. e., the 
curved section and the straight section are inter 
connected so that when one section is moved 
out of position the other section is moved in posi 
tively and automatically. 
In the accompanying drawings wherein for the 

purpose of illustration is shown a preferred em 
bodiment of my invention, the numeral 5 desig 
hates a substantially U -shaped brace which 
serves to Support ,a curved rail section 6 and a 
straight rail section 1. 
The curved section 6 is connected to a straight 

section 8 in alignment with the straight section 
‘I by a curved bridge-piece 9 of less height than 
the height of the track sections 6 and 8, thus 

' forming a recess between the adjacent ends of 
the rail sections 6 and 8. 
This bridge~piece 9 has secured thereto and 

extending therefrom a pair of parallel plates II 
and I2 which serve to journal parallel shafts l3 
and [4. 
The shaft I3 has a gear I6 formed thereon 

which meshes with a gear I‘! secured to the 
shaft l4. 

Also secured to the shaft I4 is a substantially 
U-shaped arm I8 which has a straight track 
switch section l9 secured thereto, the purpose 
of which will be later seen. 
The shaft l3 has an arm 2| secured thereto 

and to which is secured a curved track switch 
section 22. 
Extending from the arm 18 is a bracket 23, to 

the end of which is secured an operating cable 24. 
In Fig. 3 I have designated in dotted lines the 

path of movement of the switch rail sections as 
they travel from their track alignment positions 
to their out of alignment positions. 
The result of this construction is that when 

the parts are in the position shown in Fig. 1 and 
the unit has been aligned with the ends of the 
permanent tracks at the points “A,” “B” and 
“C,” then a load moving onto the track section 
6 from the point “C” may pass over this curved 
part 6 onto the curved switch portion 22 and 
onto the straight portion 8, and off the end “A” 
onto further track, or vice versa. 



3 
By now pulling upon the cable 24 the arm 23 

will tend to rotate the shaft 14, together with 
its attached parts, and consequently, this rota 
tion through the gear connections l6 and i‘! will 
rotate the shaft 13 with its attached parts, re 
sulting in the curved switch track section 22 
raising out of its alignment with the sections 6 
and 8 and passing in a clockwise direction through 
the ?rst dotted line position of Fig. 3 to the sec 
ond dotted line position, and at the same time 
the straight switch track section I9 will move 
from its full line position of Fig. 3 through the 
dotted line position of this ?gure and into align 
ment with the straight track sections 1' and 8, 
as shown in Fig. 4, at which time loads may cross 
the switch from the point “A” to the point “B,” 
or vice versa. 
At this time the arm 23 will be in a rearward 

position from that previously mentioned, or in 
the position shown in Fig. 4. 
A downward pull upon the cable 24 will now 

reset the parts to the position of Fig. 2, and thus 
by pulling upon the cable 24, either the straight 
switch section or the curved switch section may 
be quickly moved into place. 

In order to prevent the wheels of a carrier 
moving off of the end of the straight section ‘I, 
I provide a safety latch 26 and inasmuch as such 
latches are common, further description thereof 
is unnecessary. 
As shown in Fig. 5, the switch unit may be con 

structed so as to accommodate for any one of 
the various switch requirements, as for example, 
turning to the right or to the left or from one 
curved section to another curved section. 

It will thus be seen that I have produced a de 
vice which will perform all of the objects above 
set forth. 

It is to be understood that the form of my in 
vention herewith shown and described is to be 
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4 
taken as a preferred example of the same and 
that various changes relative to the material, size, 
shape and arrangement of parts may be resorted 
to without departing from the spirit of the in 
vention or the scope of the subjoined claim. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
A switch unit for suspended overhead tracks 

and comprising a pair of straight track sections 
in end-to-end alignment, a curved track section 
spaced laterally from one of said straight track 
sections, an inverted U-shaped brace connecting 
said curved section and one of said straight track 
sections, said U-shaped brace being attached to 
the side of said straight and curved sections at a 
point below the top plane thereof, a bridge piece 
connecting said curved section and the other of 
said straight track sections not connected to said 
U-shaped brace, the top of said bridge piece being 
below the plane of said straight and curved sec 
tions, and means for alternately moving a curved 
switch provision onto said bridge portion, or a 
straight switch portion between the two straight 
track sections. 
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