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In my United States Patent No. 2,254,153, 
granted August 26, 1941, I disclose a toy con 
sisting of a toy railway construction out?t com 
posed of a set of cars, and certain track elements 
easily and simply constructed of simple wooden 
pieces. 
The track elements shown in said patent con 

sist of straight and curved track pieces, cross 
overs, ramps and switches, capable of being 
joined together by a tongue and slot connection 
pierced to receive a connecting pin. 
The present invention relates to a new and 

novel track connecting means intended to take 
the place of and eliminate the use of the con 
necting pins used according to the .previous dis-, 
closure. ‘ 

Such pins, while entirely operative to perform 
the intended function, have been found to be 
undesirable in certain circumstances. Sets, such 
as described in the patent, are intended'for 
children, and it has been found that it is dif 
?cult and tedious for very young children to 
join track sections together by placing such pins 
in the very small holes in tongue and slot, which 
have to be aligned in order for the pins to pass 
through. 

Pins of the type required also have to be made 
especially, have to be packaged with each set, 
and tend to become lost or scattered about the 
playroom when used. Also there is the danger 
that children will place such pins in their mouths 
or swallow them. 
The object of the present invention is to elimi 

nate the difficulties attending the use of ‘pins, 
while providing a track joint of extreme simplic 
ity, simple and cheap to fabricate. 
The present invention supplies a joint for the 

types of track disclosed in my said patent, which 
is simpler to connect together, and provides any 
desirable amount of elasticity in the joint. Sep 
arate connecting means, such as the pins, are 
eliminated. ' 

The nature of the invention will bedescribed 
in connection‘with the drawing wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of two comple 
mentary track ends, showing one embodiment 
of the invention; ' 

Fig. 2 is a top view of the invention of Fig. 1 
with a partial cut-away portion, showing the 
track ends in joined position; 

Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the slot end 
of a track section, showing a modi?cation; and 

Fig. 4 is a‘perspective view similar to Fig. 1, 
showing a further modi?cation. 
For the sake of simplicity, a full showing of 

the various track pieces has not been made, it 
being understood that these may be the same 
described in my said patent. 

Figs. 1 and 2 illustrate a track section In hav 
ing parallel track grooves II and a square slot 
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i2, ‘adapted to receive the tongue end 13 of a 
‘track section I4, also having track grooves ll 
therein. 

Slot i2 and tongue“ are made with a tolerant 
lit as is shown in Fig. ‘2, and do not of themselves 
supply su?icient frictional contact to ‘hold track 
sections Ill and I4 together. 
In the side walls of the slot [2, Iprovide op 

posed chambered recesses l5 and I6. As illus 
, trated, these are circular and dish-shaped, as 
they may be advantageously formed with a 
simple rotary cutting tool. 
Connecting the recesses I5 and It with the 

‘upper face of the track section are vertical en 
trance channels II and I8. These channels are 
preferable of slightly less width and depth than 
the recesses l5 and i6 and may be formed in 
the same cutting operation. 
The tongue [3 of track piece [4 is laterally 

1 bored to provide a hole 19 accommodating a bil 
let or lug of resilient rubber ‘20. The rubber 
billet 29 is of a length suf?cient to protrude from 
either end of the hole l9 and to provide a fric 
tional gripping ?t in recesses 15 and I6 when 
joined together, as shown ‘in Fig. 2. 
In order to join track pieces [0 and I4, piece 

l 1i is placed with tongue 13 carrying the pro 
truding ends of billet 20, over the entrance 
points of channels I‘! and I8. Pressure applied 
to piece I4 will then cause the billet 20 to pass 
downwardly through channels 1-‘! and i8, and 
enter recesses l5 and I6, where it will be ?rmly 
lodged. Reverse pressure will separate the track 
pieces. 
In Fig. 3, a modi?ed form of the invention is 

shown. In this modi?cation, the track piece 
carrying the tongue and rubber billet is the same 
as described for Figs. 1 and 2. Track piece 2|, 
however, carries a slot 22, the walls of which 
carry opposed recesses 22 and 23, access to which 
by billet 20 is ‘had by horizontally disposed en 
trance channels 25 and 26. This form of the 
invention has the advantage that the track pieces 
do not need to be lifted in order to be joined; 
however, the ?rst embodiment described has less 
tendency to pull apart as the result of a hori 
zontal pull. 
As shown in the further modi?cation of Fig. 4, 

the’ position of the parts may be reversed. In 
this ?gure is shown a track piece 21 having a 
square slot 29, the walls of which are bored with 
holes 30 and v3|, in which are held two resilient 
rubber billets 32 and 33. These billets ‘are flush 
with the outer track walls, and protrude into 
the slot 29, where they engage in the recesses 
34 and 35 carried by the tongue 38 of track piece 
28. Vertical entrance channels 36 and 31 con 
nect with recesses 34 and 35; these, however, 
may be horizontal, as in the embodiment of Fig. 3. 
In the above views the rubber billets, the holes 
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in which they are located, and the recesses for 
receiving and gripping the protruding billet ends, 
have been shown as circular, for the reason that 
stock rubber usually comes in this condition. 
It is obvious, of course, that the rubber billets 
may be square or of any other suitable shape, 
and the other parts, such as the recesses, adapted 
correspondingly. Also, while rubber is preferred, 
other resilient materials may obviously be used. 

Several obvious methods may be used to lo 
cate the rubber billets into the holes bored for 
them. If the hole roughly corresponds to the 
diameter of the billet, it is necessary to coat 
the hole or the billet with adhesive. Or, the 
billet being larger than the hole, it may be 
forced into the hole and will retain a frictional 
?t therein. Before insertion into the holes, the 
billet is preferably cut to the desired length. 
Having thus described the invention, what is 

claimed is: 
1. Toy track sections having a joint including 

a slot carried by one section and a tongue car 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there 
with, said slot and tongue having opposite walls 
engaging each other with a loose fit, said slot 
having a recessed wall portion, said tongue car 
rying a lug of compressible material protruding 
therefrom and yieldingly frictionally engaging in 
said recessed wall portion, said track sections be 
ing uncoupled by withdrawing said lug from said 
recessed wall portion through a channel in the 
wall of the slot. 

2. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by one section and a tongue carried 
by an adjacent section to be coupled therewith, u 
said slot and tongue having opposite walls en 
gaging each other with a loose ?t, said slot hav 
ing a recessed wall portion, said tongue carrying 
a lug of compressible material protruding there— 
from and yieldingly frictionally engaging in said 
recessed wall portion, said track sections being 
uncoupled by withdrawing said‘ lug from said 
recess through a channel in the wall of the slot, 
said channel being relatively smaller than said 
lug. 

3. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by one section and a tongue car 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there 
with, said slot and tongue engaging each other 
with a loose ?t, said slot having recessed wall " 
portions, said tongue having a bore carrying a 
billet of compressible material protruding from 
the opposite ends of said bore and yieldingly 
frictionally engaging in said recessed wall por 
tions, said track sections being uncoupled by 
withdrawing said billet from said recessed wall 
portions through channels in the walls of said 
slot. 

4. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by one section and a tongue car 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there 
with, the walls of said slot and tongue engaging 
each other with a loose ?t, a lug of compressible 
material supported by one of said walls and a 
recessed portion in the wall opposite said lug, 
said lug and said recessed portion being in yield 
ing frictional engagement when said track sec 
tions are coupled, said sections being uncoupled 
by withdrawing said lug from said recessed por 
tion through a vertical channel in the Wall car 
rying said recessed portion. a 

5. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by one section and a tongue car 
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4 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there— 
with, the walls of said slot and tongue engaging 
each other with a loose ?t, a lug of compressible 
material supported by one of said walls and a 
recessed portion in the wall opposite said lug, 
‘said lug and said recessed portion being in yield 
ing frictional engagement when said track sec 
tions are coupled, said sections being uncoupled 
by withdrawing said lug from said recessed por~ 
tion through a horizontal channel in the wall 
carrying said recessed portion. 

6. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by one section and a tongue car 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there 
with, the side walls of said slot and tongue be 
ing in spaced relationship when engaged to 
gether and having an interval of separation 
therebetween leaving a loose fit in the joint, an 
elastic lug protruding from a side Wall of one 
of said track sections to an amount in excess 
of the width of separation between said side 
walls, and pivotal means in the side wall of the 
other track section engaging said lug for angling 
said track sections in a longitudinal vertical 
plane. 

7. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by one section and a tongue car 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there~ 
with, the side walls of said slot and tongue being 
in spaced relationship when engaged together 
and having an interval of separation there— 
between leaving a loose ?t in the joint, an elastic 
lug protruding from a side wall of one of said 
track sections to an amount in excess of the 
width of separation between said side walls, and 
a recessed wall portion in the side wall of the 
other track section in which the lug is permitted 
to expand, said lug and said recessed wall por 
tion forming a'pivot point for angling said track 
sections in a longitudinal vertical plane. 

8. The invention according to claim 7, further 
including an entrance channel in the side wall 
of said other track section extending between 
an edge of the track and said recessed wall por 
tion, said entrance channel providing passage for 
the lug into and from said recessed wall portion, 
when the track sections are connected or discon 
nected. 

9. Toy track sections having a joint including 
a slot carried by, one section and a tongue car 
ried by an adjacent section to be coupled there 
with, the walls of said slot and tongue engaging 
each other with a loose ?t,,a lug of compressible 
material protruding from a wall of said slot and 
yieldingly frictionally engaging a recessed portion 
in a wall of said tongue opposite thereto, and an 
entrance channel in the wall of said tongue con 
necting with said recessed portion. 

MARSHAL H. LARRABEE. 
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