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Thisv invention is a back rest or pad to be 
mounted upon the upright chair back and-to func 
tion as a cushion support for the back of the 
occupant in a manner to afford comfort to the 
occupant and to hold the back and spine in a 
proper restful position. 
In accordance with our invention, by the use 

of a back rest contemplated thereby, chairs and 
seats, including typists’ chairs, may be readily 
converted into posture chairs for all practical pur 
poses, the use of our back rest as an auxiliary 
back for the chairv preventing, “slumping” and 
causing a-person to assume an erect position» with 
consequent material decrease in fatigue. 

It is therefore a primary object of the present 
invention to provide a back rest which will sup 
ple-ment the supporting action of the backs‘ of 
chairs, automobile seats, and-the like and will fol 
low closely the principles of posture seating’. 
A further object of the present invention is to. 

provide a back rest which, while simple in con 
struction and easily applied to practically any 
type of chair or seat, is, at the same time, cap 
able of maximum adjustment and as conditions 
of use may suggest or require, 
The invention together with its objects and ad— 

vantages will be best understood by reading the 
following detailed description with reference to 
the accompanying drawings, wherein: 

Figure-1 is a front elevational view of a back 
rest embodying the features of our invention; 
Figure 2 is a side elevational view thereof; _ and 
Figure 3' is a rear elevational view of, theback 

rest. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings, it 

will be seen that in accordance with our inven 
tion, there is provided a pair of straps 5-—5 that 
have their upper portions bent to form hooks 8 
for engagement over the back of a chair or seat. 
To prevent marring or scratching or otherwise in 
juring the article of furniture to which the back 
rest is applied, straps 5 have the hook equipped 
sides thereof provided with facings l of felt or 
other suitable material. The hook-equipped 
straps 5 serve as an attaching means for a resili 
ent, dimensionally adjustable back rest indicated 
generally by the reference numeral 8. ‘ 
In the illustrated embodiment of the invention, 

the back rest 8 comprises a pair of straps 9—9 
which have their lower ends reversely bent as at 
Ill to provide extensions H for direct attach 
ment to the aforementioned straps 5 in a man 
ner hereinafter more speci?cally set forth. 
The straps 9-9 of the back rest are connected 

together through the medium of a plurality of 
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longitudinally extensible resilient strips 52. These 
strips :2 provide a comfortable support for, the 
shoulders andupper portion- of they body of the 
chair occupant and are arranged in vertically 
spaced relationship asshown, and may be longi 
tudinally curved if desired. 
Each resilient strip [2,, comprises a‘section l3 

that,» atone end is secured by bolt and. nut means 
or- other fastening element Mto one of the straps 
.9 and a complemental section l5 that is; similarly 
secured as at- Hz‘ to the other strap 9. 

For, securing the sections l3yand 15 of a strip 
12 at, the desired vposition 1 of ~ longitudinal adjust 
ment, strip section I3 is provided with-aplural-ity 
of apertures I? and strip section l5-is provided 
with a longitudinal slot l8 to accommodate a 
bolt and nut assembly l9. 
For attaching'the back rest %, to the straps 5 

and for- securing the back rest {hat the desired 
position of vertical adjustment with respect to 
the straps 5.,- the attaching extensions, it are 
provided with a plurality; of - apertures, for regis 
try with longitudinal slots 2,! provided in._ the 
lower portions of, the straps 5;to~ accommodate 
bolt-,andwwing nut assemblies 22. 
The back rest 8; will have a, tendency to ?ex 

forwardly with respect to the, attaching straps v5, 
and if‘ desired, thev forward position of; the back 
rest 8 with respect to the straps 5-, may, be, ad 
justed through-the medium of bolt and jam nut 
assemblies 2%, thebolts oiwvhichassemblies pass 
through-the slots 2,! of straps?and‘openings pro 
vided-therefor in the lower portions ofthe straps 
9. Straps S and the attaching portions of stops 
24 are complementarily provided with longitudi 
nal rows of apertures to accommodate the as 
semblies 25. Manifestly, the stops 24 will engage 
the upper portions of the straps 5 for limiting 
the movement of the back rest 8 rearwardly. In 
this connection, it will be noted that with stops 
24 in contact with straps 5, the bolt and nut as 
semblies 28 may be adjusted for securing the back 
rest 8 against flexing toward or away from the 
straps 5 when it is desired to eliminate all or any 
part of the spring action of the back rest. 

Also, if any additional spring tension is de 
sired, resort may be had to spring straps 26. 
These straps 26 have arcuate portions that rest 
on the free arms of stops 24 and straight, aper 
tured attaching portions through the medium of 
which and the aforementioned bolt and nut as 
semblies 25, the auxiliary springs 26 may be se 
cured at the desired position of adjustment on 
the straps 9. Manifestly, as the back rest 8 flexes 
rearwardly or in the direction of the straps 5, 



3 
springs 26 will engage the straps 5 and exert a 
force on the back rest 8 tending to urge the latter 
forwardly in opposition to the weight of the back 
of the occupant of the chair. 

If desired, the straps 5—5 may be secured at 
the desired position of lateral adjustment with 
respect to one another through the medium of a 
stretch bar 21. This bar 21, for illustrative pur 
poses, is shown as consisting of a pair of comple 
mental sections 28, 29. Section 28 is bolted or 
otherwise secured to one of the straps 5 and sec 
tion 29 is similarly secured at the desired posi 
tion of adjustment lengthwise of the other strap 
5. Section 28 has its free end provided with a 
series of openings and section 29 is provided with 
a slot co-acting with the openings for accom 
modating a nut and bolt assembly 30 through 
the medium of which the sections 28, 29 are se 
cured at the desired position of adjustment and 
consequently straps 5—5 are secured at the de 
sired position of lateral adjustment with respect 
to one another. 
The bar 21 will also be desirable when the back 

rest is used in connection with typists’ chairs 
which generally embodyr but a single bar for the 
back rest proper of such chair, and on other 
forms of chairs which generally have but a single 
vertical bar as a part of the back rest thereof. 
When the back rest is used in conjunction with 

ladder back chairs and chairs of similar con- - 
struction, a cross bar 3| may be employed. This 
bar 3| is similar to the bar 2'! except that the 
free ends of the sections of bar 3| are provided 
with a series of openings 32 for selective regis 
try with the slots 2| in the straps 5 to accommo 
date bolt and wing nut assemblies 33, and in 
such a manner that the free terminals of the 
bar 3| may project laterally beyond the straps 
5 so as to engage the side uprights of a chair 
back and thus cooperate with the hooks 6 in 
supporting the straps 5 in proper position on 
the back of such type of chair. 

It will also be apparent that if desired, a slip 
over cover (not shown) may be used in con 
junction with the back rest, the back rest be 
ing of such a construction as to readily permit 
of such a cover being placed thereover and over 
the back of the chair with which the back rest 
is being used. 
As should be apparent from the foregoing, 

when in use the back rest will closely follow the 
principles of posture seating and function to 
convert the chair in conjunction with which it 
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is used into a posture chair for all practical pur 
poses. 

Also the back rest of this invention, as is be 
lieved to be manifest, provides a ventilated space 
between the back of the user and the back of 
the chair against which the user would normally 
rest, all to the greater comfort and e?‘iciency of 
the occupant of the chair. 

It will be also understood that the several com 
ponents of the back rest may be constructed 
from spring steel, plain band or ?at iron of the 
size 1/8" x 1" or any other resilient material as 
will provide the desired spring tension between 
the back rest proper and the hook assembly for 
supporting the back rest proper in position on 
the back of the chair or seat in conjunction with 
which the posture back rest is to be used. 
Although we have herein shown a preferred 

form of the invention, we are nevertheless 
aware that various changes may be made there 
in within the scope of the claims hereto appended. 
What we claim is: 
1. An adjustable back rest comprising a pair 

of straps having their upper portions bent to 
form hooks to engage over the back of a chair 
or seat, a second pair of straps having their 
lower portions reversely bent and adapted to be 
secured to the ?rst mentioned straps, and a plu 
rality of resilient strips supported by the second 
pair of straps providing a cushioned support for 
the back of the chair occupant. 

2. A back rest comprising straps having ‘their 
upper portions formed to provide hooks to en 
gage over the back of a chair or seat, at least 
one longitudinally adjustable cross bar connect 
ing said straps together in laterally adjusted po 
sition with respect to each other, and an adjust 
able back rest proper resiliently secured to the 
straps. . 

STELLA R. FREASIER. 
ALFRED W. GRESSINGER. 
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