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The present invention relates to containers, and 
has as its primary object the provision of a new 
and improved container having a spring-biased, 
sliding lid which snaps to open position when 
pressed with sufficient ‘force to overcome a re 
leasable catch, and which is closed by pressing 
the lid back to its closed position, against the 
pressure of the spring action. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a container which is particularly adapted for use 
as a cigarette case, and in that capacity serves to 
preserve the cigarettes from being crushed or 
broken, or contaminated by dirt, lint, or cos 
metics in a pocket or handbag. 
A further object of the invention in ‘connection 

with its use as a cigarette case, is to provide a 
re?llable container which is adapted to receive 
the standard cigarette pack, and which provides 
a convenient means for dispensing the cigarettes 
singly or a few at a time by a one-handed opera 
tion, instead of requiring the use of both hands, 
as has been necessary heretofore. 

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a container of the ‘type described which is 
attractive in appearance, compact and durable, 
and inexpensive to manufacture. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will become apparent to those skilled in the art 
upon consideration of the following detailed de 
scription of the preferred embodiment thereof, 
reference being had to the accompanying draw 
ings in which: 
Figure Us a perspective view of a cigarette case 

embodying the principles of the invention, show 
ing the lid in closed position; 
Figure 2 is another View of the same, with the 

lid shown in open position; 
‘Figure 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 

3—3 in Figure 1; 
Figure 4 is a similar view, showing the lid in 

open position; 
Figure 5 is an enlarged sectional view taken 

along the line 5-5 in Figure 3; and 
Figure 6 is an enlarged sectional view of a de 

tail, taken along the line 5-6 in Figure 2. 
In the drawings, the container of the inven-r 

tion is designated in its entirety by the reference 
numeral it! and comprises a generally rectangu 
lar case ll, open at the top end and having side 
walls is, 54, end walls i5, I6, and a bottom wall 
17. The case Ii! may be made of any suitable 
material such as metal, plastic, wood, or the like, 

is proportioned to receive a pack 58 of cigar 
ettes, which is inserted into the case through the 
opening in the top end thereof, after tearing away 
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a'portion of the endof the paper wrapping in‘the 
usual manner. 
Formed on the top edges of the ‘two opposite 

side walls [3, 'M ‘are parallel‘w‘aysy 2E} which'pro 
vide support‘fo'r a‘slidi'ng lid 2!. Each of the 
‘ways ‘2c ‘is preferably, although not necessarily, 
formed as "a raised "flange extending upwardly 
from the ‘top edge of its respective side wall and 
forming a continuation of the inside surface 
‘thereof. The top of the flange 'is rounded, and 
its outer side is set back ‘from the outside sur 
face of the wall, so that the thickness of the 
?ange is approximately one-half ‘that of ‘the 
wall. A groove 22 is ‘cut into the outer side of 
the ?ange at the base thereof, ‘leaving a web 23. 
At their front ends, the ways 20 are strengthened 
and reinforced by inwardly extending buttresses 
26 which are formed as extensions of the end 
wall H5. The rear end portions of the ways 20 
are cut away fora short distance back from the 
walls is, forming a rearwardly facing shoulder 
at ‘24., and leaving a portion of the web 23 stand 
ing as a ridge 25 ‘which extends back to the rear 
wall It and ‘along the edge of the latter. 
The sliding lid 2! is a flat, rectangular plate 

having a pair of laterally spaced grooves 30 
formed in the underside thereof, which receive 
the ways 21}. Each of the grooves an is enlarged 
in its upper portion to‘ form a generally cylin 
drical chamber 3!, which receives a compres 
sion spring 32. The springs 32‘are disposed with 
‘in the spaces formed by cutting out sections of 
the ways 25, and each of them bears at one end 
against the shoulder 24 and at the other end 
against the end 33 of the chamber 3|. The 
springs 32 are compressed when the lid 2| is in 
the closed position shown in Figures 1 and 3, and 
press ‘against the lid, urging the same toward 
the open position shown in Figures 2 and ll. At 
the front end of the lid 21, the grooves so are 
formed with enlarged recesses 29 which receive 
the buttresses 26 when the lid is in its closed 
position. 
The center portion of the underside of the lid 

2! lying between the grooves 30 is elevated to 
clear the ‘lip 23, and the outer ‘edges of the lid 

‘ extend downwardly on the outsides of the ways 
28 to meet the top edges of the walls It, M ; with 
inwardly turned ?anges 34 which extend into 
the groove 22 to secure the lid '21 to the case H. 
A transversely extending lip 35 projects down 
wardly from the back end of the lid 2! to the top 
edge of the ‘end wall ‘it, and this lip is‘ engages 
able with the lip '26 on the case to limit move 



2,531,737 
3 

ment of the lid toward the left or closed posi 
tion. 
The lid'Zl is releasably held in its closed posi 

tion by means of a catch which is formed as a 
narrow, transversely extending lug 40 projecting 
downwardly from the underside of the lid at the 
front end thereof, midway between the grooves 
30. The lug 40 is engageable with a lip Ill on 
the top edge of the front end wall I5 between. 
the buttresses 26, and is adapted to ride up over 
the said lip and drop into the holding position 
shown in Figure 3, when the lid is pushed all the 
way to closed position. A shallow, semi-circular 
?nger recess 42 is formed in the upper portion 
of the front end Wall I5, and this recess leaves 
the end of the lid 2! projecting or overhanging 
slightly so that it can be engaged by the ?nger, 
as shown in Figure 3, and pushed rearwardly a 
sufficient distance to force the catch over the 
lip 4| and thereby release the lid 2! so that the 
springs 52 are permitted to snap the lid back to 
open position. 1 

The rearward travel of the lid 21 is limited by a 
limit stop 155 which is spaced longitudinally from 
the catch 40 and projects downwardly from the 
underside of the lid. The limit stop 45 is like 
wise formed as a narrow, transversely extending 
lug which is engageable with the lip 25 on the top 
edge of the rear end wall 5 0 to stop the lid at the 
open position shown in Figures 2 and 4. When it 
is desired to remove an empty pack and replace 
the same with a full one, the lid 2! can be re 
moved altogether by forcing it rearwardly, caus 
ing the lug Q5 and catch 40 to ride up over the 
lip 26. When the case has been ?lled, the lid 2! 
is replaced by forcing the same back into position, 
causing the lugs 40 and 45 to ride up over the lip 
26. 
The operation of the container is believed to 

be clear from the foregoing description. The case 
is opened by pressing with the thumb or ?nger 
against the front edge of the lid 2!, forcing the 
catch 40 over its lip 4! and releasing the lid so 
that it can be snapped back to open position by 
the springs 32. To close the case, the lid 2| is 
pressed forwardly by thumb or ?nger, against 
the pressure of the springs 32, until the catch 40 
is forced up over the lip 4! and dropped down into 
holding position. 
While I have shown and described in consider 

able detail what I believe to be the preferred form 
of my invention, it is to be understood that such 
details are not restrictive of theinvention, but 
that various changes may be made in the shape 
and arrangement of the several parts without 
departing from the scope of the broader claims 
appended hereto. - 

I claim: 
1. A container comprising a case having an 

opening provided therein, parallel ways extend 
ing along two opposite sides of said opening, a 
lid having a pair of laterally spaced grooves pro 
vided in the underside thereof to receive said 
ways, whereby said lid is slidably supported on 
said ways for movement between a closed posi 
tion in which said opening is covered, and an 
open position wherein said opening is exposed, 
said ways being cut away at one end to form a 
shoulder, a pair of compression springs disposed 
within said grooves, each of said springs bearing 
at one end against said shoulder and at the other 
end against the end of said groove so as to urge 
said lid toward the open position, a catch on said 
lid engageable with said, case for releasably 
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holding said lid in said closed position against 
the pressure of said springs, said catch being 
yieldable under ?nger pressure applied to said 
lid in the direction to open the same, thereby 
releasing said lid and allowing the same to be 
moved toward the open position by said springs, 
and limit stop means for stopping said lid at said 
open position. 

2. A container comprising a case having an 
opening provided therein, parallel ways extend 
ing along two opposite sides of said opening, a 
lid having a pair of laterally spaced grooves pro 
vided in the underside thereof to receive said 
ways, whereby said lid is slidably supported on 
said ways for movement between a closed posi 
tion in which said opening is covered, and an 
open position wherein said opening is exposed, 
said ways being cut away at one end to form a 
shoulder, a pair of compression springs disposed 
within said grooves, each of said springs bearing 
at one end against said shoulder and at the other 
end against the end of said groove, a catch pro 
jecting downwardly from the underside of said lid 
and engageable with a lip on said case for re 
leasably holding said lid in said closed position 
against the pressure of said springs, said catch 
being yieldable to release said lid when pressure 
is applied to the latter in the direction to open 
the same, and a limit stop lug spaced longitu 
dinally from said catch and projecting downward 
ly from the underside of said lid, said lug being 
engageable with another lip on said case to stop 
said lid at said open position. 

3. A container comprising a rectangular case 
open at one end, parallel ways extending along 
two opposite side edges of said open end, a lid 
having a pair of laterally spaced grooves pro 
vided in the underside thereof to receive said 
ways, said lid being slidable on said ways between 
a closed position entirely covering said open end, 
and an open position partially exposing said open 
end, a pair of compression springs disposed within 
said grooves, each of said springs bearing at one 
end against the end of its respective groove, and 

- at the other end against the end of said way, a 
recess formed in one end wall of said case adja 
cent the edge of said lid, a catch projecting down 
wardly from the underside of said lid and en 
gageable with a lip on said one end wall of the 
case for releasably holding said lid. in said closed 
position against the pressure of said springs, said 
catch being yieldable to release said lid when 
pressure is applied to the latter in the direction 
to open the same, a limit stop lug spaced longi 
tudinally from said catch and projecting down 
wardly from the underside of said lid, said lug 
being engageable with a lip on the other end wall 
of said case to stop said lid at said open position. 
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