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(Granted under the act of March 3, 1883, as 
amended April 30, 1928; 370 0. G. 757) 

The invention described herein, if patented, 
may be manufactured and used by or for the 
Government for governmental purposes without 
the payment to me of any royalty thereon. 
The present invention relates tola cabinet con 

structed and arranged to serve for the collec 
tion and distribution of articles on which work 
is to be done, for example, shoes or other ar 
ticles to be repaired, and in this sense may be 
termed ay deposit and collection receptacle. 
In the operation of shoe repair shops, the 

amount of proiit involved in each transaction is 
rather small, -and the total volume of business 
is such as to ordinarily preclude the locating of 
shops at strategic points in the business district 
or other populous portions of a city because of 
the high rents charged in such localities. 

It is highly desirable, therefore, that the re 
pair shop itself be located in a low-rental sec 
tion of the city such as in the suburbs, While 
the transactions with the customers be carried 
on in the populous or high-rental sections of the 
city. 
To this end it is an object of the invention 

to provide what may be termed a two-Way de 
posit and collection receptacle, that is to say, 
a receptacle in which shoes to be repaired may 
be deposited by the customers and collected from 
time to time by an agent of the repair shop, 
and in which repaired shoes may be deposit 
ed by the agent of the repair Shop and indi 
vidually collected by the customers. 
A further object of the invention resides in 

the provision of a unitary structure which re 
quires a minimum amount of space and yet 
which will serve as a safe depository for both 
the customers and the repair shop in the trans 
actions involved in having shoes repaired. 
Other objects and advantages of the invention 

will be apparent from the following description 
when taken in connection with the accompany 
ing drawings, in »which 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the merchandise 
service cabinet,lthe doors being shown in open 
position; 

Fig. 2 is a horizontal sectional view of the cab 
inet; 

Fig. 3 is a plan view of one of the tags to be 
used in connection with the cabinet; 

Fig. 4 is an end View of the cabinet; 
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Fig. 5 is a similar view with the doors shown in - 
open position; and 

Fig. 6 is a vertical sectional View through the 
cabinet. 
In Carrying out the procedure heretofore men 

2 
tioned, Whether it be in relation to the repair 
of shoes or the laundering of wearing apparel 
or other service, it is highly desirable that a 
unitary structure be provided for handling the 
articles being serviced, and to this end there is 
provided a cabinet generally indicated by the 
numeral I. 
The cabinet I is provided, in the present il 

>lustration, with a vertical partition 2 to divide 
the interior into a compartment 3 for receiving 
the articles to be serviced and a compartment 4 
for receiving the same articles after they have 
been processed. The cabinet is provided with 
a bottom wall or floor 5, and preferably the 
vertical walls of the cabinet are extended down 
Wardly below the floor 5, as indicated by the 
numeral t, so as to space the same above its 
support. This construction is particularly de 
sirable if the cabinet is to be placed on the eX 
terior of a building for ready access, and in such 
instance it is also desirable that the top or roof 
of the cabinet be of gable construction as in 
dicated by the numeral l, and provided with 
eaves l'. If the cabinet is to be located on the 
interior of a building, the top of course may be 
of ñat construction. 
That portion of the top of the cabinet which 

is above the compartment 3 is provided With 
one or more deposit slots or chutes 8 to which 
may be applied closures 9 for guarding the in 
terior of the compartment against dust, etc. 
Within the compartment 3 is suspended a bag 
I€I,`such as an Army duiïel bag, for receiving ar 
ticles deposited through the slot 8. The bag of 
course is suspended in open position, and for 
this purpose four hooks II are provided on the 
walls adjacent the top of the compartment so 
as to detachedly suspended the bag by means 
of loops I2 formed on the upper edge thereof. 
rl‘he compartment 3 is open on the front side as 
indicated in Fig. 1, but is closed by a hinged 
door I3 and normally maintained in that posi 
tion by means of a lock I4, 
The end of the cabinet in which is located the 

~ compartment 4 is also open, and may be closed 
by a pair of doors I5 which may normally be 
held in closed position by means of a lock i6. 
Within this compartment is placed a plurality 
of shelves Il for receiving the merchandise which 
has been processed. 
In the use of this merchandise service cabinet, 

it is necessary that a tag or the like be used, not 
only to identify the articles deposited by the 
various customers but also to indicate the Work 
or service desired in connection with the articles, 
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and for this purpose a tag I8 is provided, and the 
cabinet is provided with a supporting means such 
as indicated by numeral I9 for holding a plural 
ity of the tags so that they may be conveniently 
extracted by the customer and suitably marked 
and applied to the article or articles to be de 
posited through the chute 8. In the present in 
stance, the tag I8 is provided with indicia suit 
able to the repair of shoes, but it is obvious that 
the indicia may be readily changed to conform 
the tag to the laundering of wearing apparel or v 
any other service for which the cabinet would be 
useful. ' 

In the operation of the merchandise service 
cabinet, the doors I3 and I5 are initially locked 
and the cabinet positioned at a convenient point, 
in possibly a drugstore or the like, or even on 
the exterior thereof, it being desirable only that 
the cabinet be placed where it is readily accessi 
ble to a great number of persons and where an 
attendant is handy, the purpose of the attendant, 
of course, being to have access to the compart 
ment 4 so that the serviced material may be re 
moved >and given to the customer after the at 
tendant is paid the amount of the charge for 
servicing the particular goods. The various cus 
tomers using the service will withdraw one'of the 
tags I8 from the support I9 and inscribe there» 
cnhis name and address as well as indicate the 
particular service desired.> He will then apply 
the tag to the goods and deposit them within the 
bag IQ through the medium of the deposit slot 8. 
These vbags will be collected from time to time 
fromthe service cabinets located at the selected 
points throughout the city by an agent of the 
company supplying the service and transported 
by him Vto its headquarters. At the same time, 
the attendant will ordinarily deposit on the vari 
ous shelves I'I in the compartment :i the goods 
which have been earlier collected and serviced. 
By employing these cabinets suitably scattered 

throughout the populous portions of a city, and 
by having the factory or servicing company lo 
cated in the suburbs, it will be obvious that the 
company saves a large portion of the higher rents 
required in the downtown section of a city and 
yet provides the customers with a convenient 
point at which to leave articles to be treated and 
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4 
to receive the articles after they have been treated 
or serviced. 
In accordance with the patent statutes, I have 

described what I now consider to be the pre 
ferred form of the invention, but it is quite ap 
parent that various minor changes may be made 
in structural details without in any way depart 
ing from the spirit of the invention and it is 
therefore intended that all such changes be in 
cluded within the scope of the appended claim. 

I claim: 
A deposit and collection receptacle for the 

handling of merchandise to be serviced, compris 
ing top, bottom and side walls, a vertically ar 
ranged partition extending from the top to the 
bottom wall and dividing the interior of the re 
ceptacle into a pair of vertically extending com 
partments, a bag supported in open position in 
one of said compartments and adapted to re 
ceive goods to be serviced, the top of the recep 
tacle provided with a relatively small deposit slot 
in vertical alignment with the open bag, the dis 
tance between said slot and the bottoni of the bag 
being sufficiently great to prevent manual removal 
of articles from the bottom of the bag through 
said slot, shelves in the other compartment for 
supporting a plurality of serviced articles to be 
called for, said side walls provided with separate 
openings communicating with said compartments 
and substantially coextensive with the height of 
the compartments, separate doors for said open 
ings, and separate locks for releasably securing 
the doors in closed position. 

STANLEY S. LANE. 
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