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The invention herein .disclosed relates to a 
clasp that issuitable. for garters, suspenders etc., 
more particularly, the invention relates to a clasp 
that has relatively movable jaws between which 
the article to be secured is clamped. 
An object of this invention is to provide a clasp 

of the kind mentioned that may be made. of 
molded, plastic parts. Another object of the in 
vention is to provide a clasp of this kind that is 
reliable in use, simple in construction and com 
paratively inexpensive to manufacture. . 
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inder. At the end of the portion 6 of this ele 
ment, there is formed a strap receiving or secur 
ing‘ bracket I2 of reduced thickness. This bracket 
has a strap-receiving slot I3?therein and an en 
tering slot I4 through which the loop in a strap 
may be entered in the slot I3 and so hold the 
clasp. A slot-I5 runs longitudinally of the ele 
ment from the transverse, strap-receiving slot I3 
past the axes of the bearing sockets I0 and II 
to a point adjacent the clamping face of the jaw 

' I portion 5 of the element.‘ The outer side of the 

The foregoing objects .‘and certain advantages 
that will hereinafter appear are realized in the 
embodiment of the invention disclosed in the 
glaccompanying drawing and described in detail 15 . 

.is also provided with teeth II for cooperation below from which description a clearer under 
standing of the invention may be had. 
The drawing includes: 
Fig. 1 which is a plan of a clasp embodying 

the invention; . .. . .. a ' 

Fig. 2 which is a side elevation of the same; 
. Fig. 3 which is a bottom plan of the same; 

. ‘ Fig.4 which is a transverse section of'the same 

taken on the line 4-4 of Fig.1; 
Fig. 5 which is ‘a plan of one of the elements 

of the clasp; and ' ' 

~ Fig; 6-which isa plan of another element of the 
' clasp. 3 '~ - i 

? In general-the clasp illustrated in the‘drawing 
includes two relatively movable elements I and 2 
and a slide 3 which is movable longitudinally of 
the elements I and 2. The elements are pivotally 
related between their ends at 4. A portion 5 of 
the element I on one side of the pivotal axis con 
stitutes a clamping jaw and the portion 6 on the 
other side of the pivotal axis constitutes an ex 
tension of the jaw. In like manner, the portion 
‘I of the element 2 on one side of the pivotal axis 
constitutes a clamping jaw and the portion 8 on 
the other side of the pivotal axis constitutes an 
extension. In the closed or clamping position of 
the jaws, the extensions 6 and 8 diverge from the 
pivotal axis. The slide 3 engages opposite sides 
of the elements I and 2 and when moved to en 
gage the extensions moves the jaws to unclamp 
ing position and when moved toward the jaws, 
the jaws are moved to and held in clamping posi 
tion. 
The element I is a flat molded piece. The 

clamping jaw portion 5 has formed thereon a 
plurality of triangular shaped teeth 9 for grip~ 
ping the material to be clasped. Intermediate 
its ends on the clamping face side there are 
formed spaced bearing sockets III and I I, adja 
cent each side edge, which are sectors of a cyl 
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angle of ?fteen degrees. 

element I is recessed for approximately the 
length of the slot I5 for receiving a part of the 
slide 3 as will hereinafter appear. 
The clamping jaw portion. 1 of the element 2 

‘with the teeth .9 in-clamping material between 
.the jaws. The extension 8of the element 2 makes 
van angle with, the clamping jaw portion; it is 
inclined to the plane ‘of the jaw portion at an 

At the apex of the 
angle, there is formed on the element 2 a pair 
of lugs I8 and I9 that are complementary to and 

; received in the bearing sockets II) and I I formed 
in the element I. "These lugs acting in the sockets 

_.constitute a pivot about which the two elements 
_, are relatively movable to effect movement of the 
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vjaws fromv clamping to unclamping positions. 
,;.The>lug and socket arrangement also serves to 
prevent relative transverse and longitudinal 
movement of the elements I and 2. A longitu 
dinal slot 20 is formed in the element 2 and it 
is coextensive in length and width with the slot 

' I5 in the element I. 
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The slide includes a connecting portion 2| 
which in the assembled clasp extends through 
and is slidable in the slots I5 and 20. At one end 
of the connecting portion of the slide there is a 
retaining portion 22 which is wider than and ex 
tends transversely of the connecting portion. 
‘This retaining portion is received in the recess 
in the outer surface of the element I and engages 
that surface on opposite sides of the slot there 
through. At the opposite end of the connecting 
portion 2|, there is also a transverse portion 23 
which engages the outer surface of the element 
2 on both sides of the slot 20. This portion has 
a convexed engaging surface 24. The outer sur 
faces of the transverse portions 22 and 23 are 
serrated for ease of manipulation of the slide. 
The length of the connecting portion of the slide 
is approximately the same as the combined thick 
ness of the elements I and 2, so that when the 
slide is in the position shown, the jaws are in, 
and held in clamping position, 
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In the clamping position of the jaws, the ex 
tensions 6 and 8 of the elements I and 2 diverge 
from the pivotal axis 4 because of the angular 
relation of the extension 8 to the jaw ‘I. When 
the slide 3 is moved to engage the extensions 6 
and 8, the extensions are brought together and 
the jaws are moved to open or unclamping posi 
tion. As the thickness of the connecting por 
tion 2| of the slide is greater than entering ‘slot 
I4, the slide cannot become separated. Of 
course when a strap is engaged in the strap 
receiving slot l3, the entering slot I4 is closed 
by the strap. In assembling the clasp, the con-' 
necting portion 2| of the slide is forced through 
the entering slot I4 into the slots l5 and 20. 
The material has suf?cient resiliency to permit 
this to be done. _ 

It will be apparent to those skilled in the art 
that the three parts n'l‘aking‘up the clasp are of 
such shape that they are readily molded in the 
common two part mold. _ 

It will also be obvious that various changes 
may be made by those skilled in the art in the 
details of the embodiment'of the invention illus 
trated in the drawing and described above within 
the principle and scope of the invention as ex 

1 pressed in the appended claims. 
I claim: 
1. As an article of manufacture, a clasp of the 

kind described comprising in combination a pair 
of relatively movable elements pivotally related 

‘ between their ends, the portio'n‘sgof the elements 
on one side of the pivot constituting clamping 
jaws and the portions on the other side of the 
pivot constituting extensions, one of said ele 
ments being ?at and having at the end of the 
extension a strap securing bracket having a 
transverse slot and an entering slot thereto and 
the element having a longitudinal slot alined 
with and of greater width than the entering slot 
and extending from said transverse ‘slot past the 
pivot, the other element having the extension 
‘diverging in the clamping position of the jaws 
and a longitudinal slot therethrough extending 
from the end of its extension past the pivot, and 
a slide consisting of a single piece of material 
and including a central portion of greater thick 
ness than the entering slot to said strap securing 
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bracket, and transverse portions at the ends of 
the central portion engaging opposite surfaces 
of the elements. 

2. As an article of manufacture, a clasp of the 
kind described comprising in combination a pair 
of relatively movable elements, one of said ele 
ments being flat and including an off-set por 
tion constituting a clamping jaw at one end 
thereof, a strap securing bracket at the opposite 
end thereof having a transverse strap receiving 
slot and a central entering slot, the element 
having intermediate the ends thereof spaced, 
transverse, cylindrical depressions and a longi 
tudinal slot aligned with said entering slot, of 
greater width than the entering slot and extend 
ing from said transverse slot past said cylindri 
cal depressions, the other element including a 
portion constituting a clamping jaw and a di 
verging extension, cylindrical lugs on said sec 
and mentioned element at the point of di 
vergence and received in the cylindrical depres 
sions in the ?rst mentioned element, the second 
mentioned element having a longitudinal slot 
therethrough extending from the end of its ex 
tension past said cylindrical lugs, and a slide 
consisting of a single piece of material and in 
cluding a portion of greater thickness than the 
entering slot to said securing bracket, and trans 
verse portions at the ends of the central portions 
engaging opposite surfaces of the elements. 
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