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This invention relates to lighting ?xtures and 
moreparticularly to lighting ?xtures which de 
crease glare. , . . V- _ 

Among the'objects of thepresent invention 
‘ may be noted the provision of lighting ?xtures 
which shield the light. source from the eyes of 
the observer;'the provision of lighting ?xtures 
which shield the light source from the eyes of 
the observer yet provide substantially unimpaired 
light upon the area to be illuminated; the pro 
vision of' light ?xtures which decrease indirect 
glare; the provision of lighting ?xtures which 
have unusually low brightness characteristics 
combined with a high percentage of light out 
put; and the provision or‘ lighting'?xtures which 
are rugged in construction, dependable in opera 
tion, e?icient in action and which maybe eco 
nomically constructed. Other objects will be in 
part apparent and in part pointed out herein 
after. ‘ 

The invention accordingly comprises the ele 
ments and combinations of elements, features 
of construction, and arrangements of parts which 
will be exempli?ed in the structures hereinafter 
described, and the scope of the application of 
which will be indicated in the following claims. 
-In the accompanying drawings, in which one 

of various possible embodiments of the invention 
is illustrated, » I 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of one embodiment 
'of the invention; ' ' 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged transverse section of the 
Fig. 1 embodiment; 

Fig. 3 is a bottom 
ment; and ' . 

Fig. 4, is a view partially in section taken on 
line 4—4-on Fig. 3. 

Similar reference characters indicate corre 
sponding parts throughout the several views of 
the drawings. _ 

Many lighting ?xtures have either high bright 
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ness characteristics or ,a-low light output ‘while - 
an ideal ?xture would have low brightness char 
acteristics without reducing light output. ‘In 
general the lower the brightness characteristics 
the smaller will be the distance a person must 
move from a position directly under a lamp ?x 
ture to a position from which a direct view of 
the light source is impossible; that is, the smaller 
the observance angle and the less the glare. , 

It has been found in accordance with the 
present invention that a lighting ?xture can be 

50 

so designed as to have low brightness charac- v 
, teristics but with a percentage of light output 

' equalling that ‘of high glare vo1- high transmis 55 

v ‘7'21: .. sion glassenclosed ?xtures.v This is ‘accomplished 
by the use of a lamp ?xture so constructed as; to 
reduce‘the angle of direct light observance. rl‘his ' 
method ,of decreasing the brightness_.;character 
istics'withoutreducing' the percentage'of light 
output shields. the light- source from ' normal "and 
direct observation soas, to protect the eyes of 
observer. . > g 

I Referring now to the drawings, the lighting 
?xture l. includes end plates 3,;a case5 and a 
baffle 1. A bracket 8 supports baii‘le 7 and socket 
mounting brackets9 (see Fig. 2). The space be 
twpeeen, bracket 8 andscase 5, boundedat each 
endibyr end Plates 3.1.18 utilized forimountinethe 
customary electrical equipment indicated gen 
erally at H. Socket mounting brackets 9 each 
carry lamp sockets l3, l5, l1 and ill at each end. 
A glass plate or panel 2| made from low ab 

sorption texture or‘con?guration of crystal glass 
is mounted in hinging hooks 23 and 25. A glass 
plate or panel 21, identical with glass plate 2| 
is mounted in hinging hooks 29 and 3|. Hinging 
hooks 23 and 3| are supported respectively by 
channels 33 and 35 which are formed at the 
bottom edge of case 5. Hinging hooks 25 and 29 
arerespectively supported by U-shaped channels 
36 and 37 Which are mounted on bail‘le 1. It will 
be seen that glass plate 2| may be pivoted on 
?ange 33 or channel 36 to permit access to the 
interior of the ?xture without removing plate 2| 
from the ?xture, or if preferred, glass plate '2l 
may thus be lifted out of the ?xture. Similarly 
glass plate 21 'may be pivotedv on?ange 35 or , 
channel 31 to permit entry to the ?xture, ormay 
be lifted out of the ?xture. Four ?uorescent 
light tubes'39‘ are shown mounted in sockets l3, 
l5, l1 and I9. Ba?le 1 extends down from the 
apex of the inverted V formed by plates 21 and 
21 30‘’_ below a horizontal line from the center 
of the ?uorescent tubes 39 mounted in sockets 
I 3 and l9,'that is, the depth of the inverted V. 
From Fig. 1 it will be seen that the arrange 

ment of the ba?le ‘l prevents direct. observation 
of light from the fluorescent tubes 39 mounted 
in sockets l3 and 
greater than that indicated respectively by line 
4| and line 43. Flanges 33 and 35‘similarly pre 
vent observation of direct light fromthe ?uores 
cent tubes 39 mounted in sockets l5 and l l at 
an observance angle greater'than 
respectively by line 45 and line 41. ,_ 

Baflie 1 may be made of material which has 
lightidiffusing qualities or may be made of 
opaque material. The top section 48 of ba?le 
1, that'is the portion above U-shaped channels 

I!) at an observance angle v 

that indicated - 
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36 and 37, may be omitted if desired and-baffle 
‘I attached to end plates 3. Interior surfaces 49 
and 5| may be re?ective throughout or trans 
lucent panels may be inserted in case 5. The 
angle at which diffusing glass plates 2| and 21 
are mounted also aids in the reduction of glare, 
and these plates 2| and 21 prevent access of 
dirt into the ?xture. Plates 2| and 21' may be 
made of transparent or translucent. plastic in 
stead of glass.‘ if desired. Other tubular lamps 
than ?uorescent light tubes 39 may be used. 

Attention is directed to my copending Patent 
2,440,603 of April 27, 1948. 
In View of the above, it will beseen'ithat the 

several objects of the invention are achieved and 
other advantageous results attained. 
As many changes could be made in the above 

construction without departing from theiscope‘ 
of the invention, it is intended that 'all_;matter- ‘ J _ 
contained in the above description or' shown in‘ 
the accompanying drawings shall be interpreted 
as illustrative and" not in a limiting sense; 

I' claim: ' > ~ 

'1. Alighting ?xturecomprising‘ an open-bot 
tomed case, two light-transmitting panels car 
ried by the case in position to providega closure 
of inverted V-shape for its open bottom, a light 
source in the case above each panel; and a ba?le 
extending downward from the apex of thel'closure 
for shielding the eyes of an observer from either 
light source throughout a range of angles of 

observance. I 
2. A lighting-?xture comprising an elongate, 

open-bottomed case, two light-diffusing glass 
panelscarried-by the casein position to provide 
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4 
a closure of inverted V-shape for its open bottom 
with the apex of the V extending longitudinally 
of the case, at least one tubular lamp extending 
longitudinally within the case above each panel, 
and a ba?ie extending downward from the apex 
of the closure and longitudinally for the length 
of the lamps for shielding the eyes of an ob 
server from any lamp throughout a range‘ of 

angles of observance. ‘ .7 , 
' 3,-A- lighting ‘?xture, asset forth in claim 2, 
wherein the'ba?le extends downward su?iciently 
far to block directlight from any lamp with 
respect to an observer on one side of the ?xture 

‘ at‘ observance angles above approximately 30° 

15" 

25 

30 

with the-horizontal. 
> EDWIN F. GUTH. 
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