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This invention relates to improvements in 
safety appliances, especially adapted for use ‘in 
conjunction with treadle operated machinery. 

Heretofore, machine operators, especially those 
running shirt creasing machines and other foot 
treadle controlled machine have been subject ‘to 
the jeopardy of persona1 injury, due to the like 
lihood of‘ accidentally catching a hand in the 
‘pressing apparatus, or burning himself due to 
accidental 
machine. 

The, present invention contemplates the pro 
vision of means which prevents the accidental 
operation of the treadle controlled machine, ex 
cept when both hands of the operator are in a 
safe position. ‘ 

A very important object of the invention is to 
provide hand release knobs, operating detent 
means‘ for the usual treadle, which necessitates 
the use of both hands of the operator for remov 
ing the detent means from a blocking position 
with respect to the treadle, before the treadle 
can be operated. ‘ 

These and other objects and advantages of the 
invention will become apparent to the reader 
of the following description. ‘ 
In the drawings— 
Figure 1 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 

or haphazard operation of the 

‘view through a work table, showing the safety 
appliance in front elevation. , 
Figure 2 is an enlarged fragmentary detailed 

sectional view through the spring and knob 
means; 

Figure 3 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view through the detent means; , 

Figure 4 is a horizontal sectional view taken 
substantially on line 4-4! of Figure 3; 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary vertical sectional 
view taken on line 5-—5 of Figure 3; 

Figure 6 is an end elevational view of the , 
treadle base and detent means with the near 
connecting rod removed. 
Referring to the drawings, reference character 
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A denotes the work table of a pressing machine, _ 
such as a shirt creasing machine, while reference 
character B denotes a treadle for operating this 
type of machine, the same having the usual oper 
ating element C extending therefrom. 
As is apparent in Figures 1 and 3, a base 5 is 

provided at its ends with upstanding pairs of 

l 2 

corner, as at 9, to de?ne a, shoulder Hi, forming 
an abutment for the treadle B, when th 
treadle B is not being safely operated. ' 

' Figure 3 shows that the outer edge of the block 
5 ‘i has a pair of threaded openings’ II for receiv 
ing machine screws 12, serving ‘to attach an 
angular bracket ‘£3 to this edgeof the detent 
block. ‘5. ‘ The bracket ‘!3 is of L-shape with its 
feet portion disposed outwardlyand twisted as at 
M. The twisted portion is formed with an open 
ing to receive the lower lateral portion 15 of. a 
connecting rod section it and a cotter pin may 
be employed for preventing displacement of these 
parts. 
The connecting rod sections it extend up 

wardly and interlap the lower inwardly off set 
portions ll of connecting rods !8, and collars l3 
embrace these overlapping parts and through the 
medium of a set screw 26, these interlapping 
parts are ?rmly clamped together. 
The upper ends of the connecting rod sections 

18 are connected by eyes 2i to eyes 22 at the 
lower ends of plunger rods 23, which as is shown 
in Figure 2, extend‘ upwardly entirely through 
barrels 24, which depend from the bottom of 
the work table A in suitable spaced relation with 
respect to each other. 
The lower end of each barrel 24 has an at 

tached cap 25, apertured to receive the corre 
sponding plunger rod 23, while an intermediate 
portion of each plunger rod 23 carries a washer 
26, held in place by cross pin 2i and between 
which and the cap 25, a coiled compression 
spring 28 is interposed. The purpose of the 
spring 28 is to hold the rod sections I 6 and I8 
‘elevated in order that the detent blocks 7 will be 
disposed inwardly to treadle blocking position. 
Each of the barrels 24 has a reduced neck ex 

tension 29 secured in a corresponding opening of 
the work table A and through this neck 29 the 
upper portion of the corresponding plunger rod 
23 is snugly slidable. 
The upper end of each plunger rod is reduced 

and threaded as at 39 for disposition into a corre 
sponding hand knob 3|. 
Between the cap 25 of each barrel 2!; and the 

eye 22 of thecorresponding plunger rod‘ 23 is a 
) ' cushion washer 32, which is capable of absorbing 

ears 6, t and between each pair of ears 6, t a m 
detent block 7 is pivotally mounted, the same be- ‘ 
ing fulcrumed on a corresponding pin 8,‘ at its 
lower innermost corner. 
Each block 1 is cut away at its upper innermost 55 

shock when it strikes the cap 25. 
In the operation of this appliance, the operator, 

in order to free the pedal B, must necessarily 
‘push downwardly on each knob 3 I , simultaneously 
and in order to swing the detent blocks 7 out 
wardly to theposition shown in Figure 3, this 
against the force and effect of the springs 28. In 
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other words, his hands must be occupied in ef 
fecting releasement of the detent means, before 
his foot can ‘operate the treadle to put the ma 
chine in operation, and thus maintaining both 
hands occupied, there can be no haphazard or ac 
cidental operation of the treadle, such as might 
cause injury to the operator, should his hand or 
hands be in a dangerous position with respect to 
the pressing element. 
As is apparent in Figure 3, the base 5 may have 

openings therein for receiving anchoring bolts or 
other securing elements. 
While the foregoing description sets forth the 

invention in specific terms, it is to be understood 
that numerous changes in the shape, size and 
materials may be resorted to without departing 
from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
claimed hereinafter. 
Having described the invention what is claimed 

as new is: 
1. In the machine of the character described 

comprising an operator’s table, a treadle for con 
trolling the-machine, a pair of swingable detents 
for normally holding the treadle against acci-r 
dental operation, a pair of elongated rod lines 
extending from the table and operatively con 
nected to said detents, guide tubes projecting 
from the table and through which the rod lines 
operate, each of said rod lines being provided with 
an abutment, located within the corresponding 
tube and a compression spring on each rod line 
interposed between the bottom of the correspond 
ing tube and the adjacent abutment. 

2. In the machine of the character described 
comprising an operator’s table, a treadle for con- : 
trolling the machine, a pair of swingable detents 
for normally holding the treadle against acci 
dental operation, a pair of elongated rod lines ex 
tending from the table and operatively connected 
to said detents, guide tubes projecting from the 
table and through which the rod lines operate, 
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each of said rod lines being provided with an abut 
ment, located within the corresponding tube and 
a compression spring on each rod line interposed 
between the bottom of the corresponding tube and 
the adjacent abutment, said rod lines extending 
above said table and provided with handles at 
their upper ends. 

3. In the machine of the character described 
comprising an operator’s table, a treadle for con 
trolling the machine, a pair of swingable detents 
for normally holding the treadle against acci 
dental operation, a pair of elongated rod lines 
extending from the table and operatively con 
nected to said detents, guide tubes projecting from 
the table and through which the rod lines oper 
ate, each of said rod lines being provided with 
an abutment, located within the corresponding 
tube and a compression spring on each rod line 
interposed between the bottom of the correspond 
ing tube and the adjacent abutment, said rod 
lines being divided into sections and means for 
adjustably connecting of the sections together 
to determine the throw of said lines. 

HOWARD T. CHISOLM. 
JAMES A. HARRIS. 
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