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' 1 ‘Glaim. 

I 
My invention relates to ladies undergarments, .- I 

particularly to girdles and foundation garments, 
and the principal objects of my invention are, 
to generally improve upon and simplify the con 
struction of existing forms of girdles and the 
like, to provide a girdle composed of elastic and 
non-elastic parts arranged and combined so as 
to snugly ?t the wearer’s body and at the same 
time yield readily to all movements of the body 
and resisting undue strains and pressures and, 
further, providing a smooth, yielding founda 
tion for the wearer’s outer garments. 
A further object of my invention is, to provide 

a girdle having in its rear skirt portion, an elastic 
panel arranged to stretch Vertically and extend 
ing from the lower edge of an upper non-elastic 
back panel, downwardly from the lower portions 
of the buttocks over the upper portions of the 
thighs, so that the non-elastic upper panel con 
?nes the buttocks while the lower elastic panel 
will stretch vertically and move with the under 
lying parts of the body as the wearer sits down, 
arises from a sitting position, or bends the body 
forwardly, rear'wardly or laterally. 
My improved garment structure may be em 

ployed with equal advantages in foundation gar~ 
ments other than conventional girdles, for in 
stance, parity girdles, ‘bathing suits and the like. 
With the foregoing and other objects in view, 

my invention consists in certain novel features 
of construction-and arrangement of parts which 
will be hereinafter more fully described and 
claimed and illustrated in’ the accompanying 
drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a rear perspective view of the gar 
ment. ' 

Fig. 2 is a front perspective view. 
‘ As seen in the drawing, the garment is gen 

erally tubular in shape, gradually ?aring or me. 
creasing in diameter toward its lower end, so as 
to ?t snugly upon the lower portion of the 
wearer’s body, the buttocks and upper portions 
of the thighs. 
Referring by numerals to the drawing, II] des 

ignates the front panel, preferably of non-elastic = 
fabric, with its outer face decorated as desired, 
II the side panels of elastic material adapted to 
stretch horizontally and/or vertically, E2 the 
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rear upper panel of non-elastic material dis- - 
posed between the upper portions of the side 
panels I I, and I3, the rear lower panel of elastic 
material stretchable vertically and disposed be 
tween the lower portions of side panels II, below 
upper back panel I2. 

‘The meeting edges of the panels just described 
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are united, preferably by a row or rows of stitch 
ing and if desired these seams may be overlaid 
by narrow strips III of lace, decorative tape, or 
the like. 
Formed in the upper front portion of the side 

panel which overlies the left side of the wearer 
is a vertical slit I5, ?tted with a ?exible sliding 
fastener I6, generally termed a “zipper,” thus 
facilitating the putting on and taking off of the 
garment. , 

Located in the upper central portion of rear 
panel I2 is a, V-shaped panel IT! of elastic ma 
terial stretchable horizontally, thus enabling the 
waist encircling upper end of the garment to 
stretch circumferentially while being placed upon 
or removed from the body. 
Depending from'the lower edges of the front 

panel II! and lower rear ‘panel I3 are conven 
tional hose supporters l8. 
In my improved girdle, the front and rear 

panels I0 and I2 combine with the elastic side 
panels I I to provide a snug form-?tting garment, 
with said panels III and I2 serving as ?rm non 
stretching supports for the wearer’s abdomen 
and buttocks, with the lower elastic back panel 
I3 extending downwardly from the buttocks over 
the rear portions of the thighs, so as to follow 
the movements of the latter without discomfort 
to the wearer, while bending the body forward, 
rearward, or while sitting down or arising from 
a seat. In other words, my improved construc 
tion, particularly the elastic lower back member 
imparts the much desired lower back stretch to 
girdles and similar foundation garments and at 
the same time, enables garments of ample 
strength to be produced with very light-or sheer 
non-elastic panels. 

It is to be noted that the seam or joint be 
tween the lower edge of upper back panel I2 and 
upper edge of lower back panel I3 is sinusoidal 
in form and arranged so that the end portions 
of said lower panel are wider than the central 
portion. This particular arrangement is ef 
fective in providing for increased vertical stretch 
ing areas for those portions of elastic panel I3 
which overlie the lower portions of the wearer’s 
buttocks and upper rear portions of the thighs, 
which parts exert the greatest stretching strains 
on both panels, and thus the stress of such strains 
are more uniformly distributed and the life or 
periods of service of both panels, is increased. 
Thus it will be seen that I have provided a 

girdle or foundation garment that is simple in 
structure, inexpensive of manufacture and very 
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e?ective in performing the functions for which 
it is intended. 
Minor changes in the size, form and construc 

tion of the various parts of my improved girdle 
may be made and substituted for those herein 
shown and described Without departing from the 
spirit of my invention, the scope of which is set 
forth in the appended claim. 

I claim as my invention: 
A girdle or like foundation garment compris 

ing a substantially tubular body gradually flar 
ing toward its lower end, a non-stretching panel 
in the upper rear portion of said body, a hori 
zontally stretchable triangular panel in the up 
per portion of said non-stretching upper‘ panel, 
With its upper edge forming a portion of the 
Waistband of the girdle, a vertically stretchable 
panel in the lower rear portion of said body a» 
?exible non-elastic front panel extending from 
top to bottom of said body and side panels ex- 20 
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4 
tending from top to bottom of said body, with 
their side edges secured respectively to the side 
edges of said ?exible front panel and to the side 
edges of said non-stretching upper rear panel 
and the side edges of said vertically stretchable 
lower rear panel, which side panels are com 
posed of material which is stretchable vertically 
and horizontally. 

JAN» J. ERTESZEK. 
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