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1 Claim. (Cl. 154-41) 

This invention relates to an article and method 
for securing on cloth or similar material fasten 
ing elements such as buttons, hooks and eyes, 
and the like. 
According to the invention, there is provided ' 

a sheet or tape coated on one side with'a heat 
sensitive adhesive witha button or other, fasten 
ing element secured >to the sheet'or >tape on` the 
same side. AIt is a simple matter with the im 
proved article to apply the fastening element in 
place on a garment when it is originally ymade 
or in case of repair.' The procedure merely in- i 
volves slitting the fabric or other material to 
which the fastening element is to be attached,v ' 
passing the fastening element through the slit, 
and bringing the adhesive side of the tape into 
contact ̀ with the material on the side opposite 

" that which will present the fastening element. 
The application of heat and' pressure tothe back 
of the tape will render the adhesive suiiiciently 
plastic to cause it partially to flow intothe ad 
jacent material. Upon cooling, a firm bond is 
established which, if a proper adhesive is used, 
will withstand numerous launderings and clean 

` ings. L 

A better understanding of the invention »may 
be had by referring to the accompanying draw 
ing. wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a» perspective view of a piece of button 
tape incorporating the invention, 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of a piece of ma- Y 
terlal to which‘a button has been applied using 
the improved tape in'accordance with the in 
vention, 

Fig. 3 is an exploded'view of the article shown 
in Fig. 1, ' 

Fig. 4 is a transverse sectional view on line` 
4_4 of Fig. 2, and 

Fig. 5 is a transverse sectional view illustrating 
the improved method of applying the fastening 
element to an article. 
A base material, preferably a closely woven 

cloth I0 is coated with a layer of heat sensitive 
material II (Fig. 1). A button I2 or other 
fastening element is -sewed or otherwise secured 
to the base material on its`coated side. The base 
material I0 may present one or a plurality of 
fastening elements spaced as desired but pref‘ 
erably in the form of a tape with the fastening 
elements arranged along it at given intervals. 
To apply the fastening element, in accordance 

with the invention, a, slit I3, suiliciently long to 
accommodate the fastening element, is made.at 
the desired point in the cloth of the garment or 

2 
other article I4 _(Figs. '2, 3 and 4). The button 
I2 is passed through the slit and the adhesive 
side of the base material I0 brought into contact 
with the side of the fabric opposite that which 
will present the button when the latter is finally 
secured in place. 
The assembly is then placed button side down 

on a support I5, such as an ironing board, and 
heat and pressure applied to the back side of 
the tape material as by means of an iron I6 (Fig. 
5). Preferably, the adhesive material is of a 
character such that the application of heat and 
pressure for a relatively few seconds only will 
suiiìce to soften the heat sensitive material and 
cause it to flow into the fabric so that upon 
cooling, there results a substantially permanent 
bond. Furthermore, it is unnecessary to bind 
the fabric along the edges of the slit I3 since 
the heat sensitive material, in conjunction with 

20 the tape backing prevents the fabric from fray 
ing or unraveling. 

It` is preferred that the pressure be applied 
evenly over the entire surface of the tape back 
ing. To insure this, it is recommended that 
there be inserted. between the fabric and the 
underlying ironing board during the pressing 
operation, a, supporting element I1 which is 
recessed as at I8 to accommodate the button 
and which has an overlying portion I9 presenting 
a ñat surface underlying the entire area of heat 

` sensitive material. 

Any suitable heat sensitivel material providing 
a good bond and which will stand up vunder the 

' conditions of service to which the fabric is ex 
posed will suil‘lce. Such a suitable heat sensi-4 
tive material is disclosed :ln U. S. Letters Patent 
to delï'orest Lott et al., No. 2,325,963, and is as 
follows: ~ 

Parts by 
Weight 

A copolymer resin having 87% vinyl chloride 
and 13% vinyl acetate __; _______ _\_ ...... _.- 70 

Dibutoxy ethyl phthalate ~_ ______________ __ 25 

,_ Butoxy ethyl stearate __________________ -_ 5 

Calcium stearate _____________________ -.._ 1.4 

Heat sensitive material according to the above 
formula may be applied to the tape backing by 
well known methods of hot melt or solvent 
spreading after which the buttons are sewed or 
otherwise secured to the fabric on the vcoated 
side. 
Although buttons have been specifically men 

tioned in describing the invention, it will be 
understood that other fastening elements, such as 



hooks and eyes, snappers, etc.. are included. 
Within its Spi . 

'I‘he inventi , therefore, is to be limited only 
„by the prior art and the scope of the appended 
claim. 
What is claimed: 
The method of permanently applying a fasten 

ing device as, for instance, a button, hook and 
eye, and the like, to sheet material which com 
prises slitting the sheet material, passing the 
fastening device, previously secured to a different 
piece of sheet material on a side thereof coated 
throughout the area in the vicinity of the fasten 
ing device with a heat-sensitive adhesive, through 
the slit so as to present the fastening device at 
one side of the first-mentioned sheet material 
and by application of heat and pressure to the 
heat-sensitive adhesive, bonding the second 
mentioned sheet material to the first-mentioned 
sheet material at the opposite side thereof 
throughout the vicinity and along the edges of 
the slit therein. 

FLORENCE KFSSIER SLAMON. _ 
DONALD C. STANLEY. 
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