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The present invention relates to manicuring 
devices and more particularly to a. manicuring 
device for removing coatings or coverings such 
as polish from fingernails. . 

Fingernail coatings or “polishes” are exten 
sively utilized by women for imparting smooth 
finishes and attractive appearances to ñnger 
nails; some of these coatings or polishes are 
transparent and others are of various colors. In 
some cases a colored polish is first applied to the 
fingernails and thereafter an outermostv “seal 
ing" or protective coat is applied. The various 
coatings are generally applied in liquid form, 
by means of a brush, and dry to form a solidified 
covering over the outer surface of the nails. 
After application and solidiiìcation the coatings 
or coverings are subject to chipping. Peeling, or ' 
marring, which results in an unsightly appear 
ance. In such instances it is frequently desirable 
to remove a coating or polish in order to apply 
a fresh one. In‘other cases it may be desirable 
to remove a particular fingernail coating in order 
to apply a new coating of a diiîerent shade or 
color. 
The nail coatings or coverings generally com 

prise a lacquer-like material and removal of them 
is facilitated by softening or dissolving them with 
some suitable solvent or remover liquid. Such a 
removal operation is often messy and accompa 
nied by spilling of .solvent and the splattering ' 
or dripping of solvent and dissolved colored or 
clear coating material onto clothing, nearby fur 
niture, rugs, or the like. Due to objectionable 
messiness and difficulty of removal many women 
prefer to laboriously peel the solidified coverings> 
from their nails rather than go through the pro 
cedure of dissolving them and washing them 
away. 
The present invention aims to overcome the 

above and other difiiculties or disadvantages by 
providing a new and improved manicuring de 
vice which may be used for readily and conven 
iently removing fingernail coatings with a mini 
mum amount of trouble and without the objec 
tionable messiness usually encountered with the 
removal operation. ` 

An object of the present invention is to pro 
vide a. new and improved manicuring device for 
removing fingernail coatings. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved manicuring device for re 
moving iingernail coatings without objectionablel 
splattering or spilling. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a new and Iimproved manicuring device i’or use 
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v adapted to retain a closure cap l having inter- y 

2 
in removing coatings from fingernails while the 
finger is substantially enclosed or surrounded. 
Another object of the invention is to provide 

a new and improved manicuring device which 
combines a solvent supply with a coating-remov 
ing member.  

Still another object of the invention is to pro 
vide a new and improved manicuring device 
adapted to accommodate displaced solvent. 
Other and further ̀ objects of the invention will 

be obvious upon an understanding of tl e illus 
trative embodiments about to be described, or 
will be indicated in the appended claims, and 
various advantages not referred to herein will 
occur to one skilled in the art upon employment 
of the invention in practice. » 
A preferred embodiment of the invention and 

various modifications' thereof have been chosen 
for purposes of illustration and description. The 
preferred embodiment and the modifications are 
not intended to be exhaustive nor to limit the 
invention to the precise forms disclosed. They 
are chosen and described in order to best explain 
the principles of the invention and their applica 
tion in practical use to thereby‘enable others 
skilled in the art to best utilize the invention in 
various embodimentsand modifications as are 
best adapted to the particular use contemplated. 
In the accompanying drawings, 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view showing one form 

of container or hollow member which may be 
used with the present invention; 

Fig. 2 is a. top plan view, partly broken away, 
of the manicuring device shown in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view taken along the line 
3-3 of Fig. 2; 

Fig. 4 shows a modified form of cleaning ele 
ment; ’ 

Fig. 5 is a sectional view showing another form 
of the present invention; 

Fig. 6 is a sectional view illustrating a further 
form of the invention; and 

Fig. 7 is a sectional view showing the present 
invention in the form of a closure or cover mem 
ber. 
Referring more particularly to Figs. l, 2 and 3 

of the drawings there is shown a container, bot 
tle,v receptacle, or hollow member I, preferably 
made of glass, and provided at its upper portion 
adjacent the mouth 3 thereof with screw closure 
engaging means 2, such as screw threads or lugs, 

nally disposed complementary container engag 
ing means 5 such as screw threads or lugs. The 
closure or cover member I may contain a. seal 



`the receptacle I. 
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ing liner 'I adapted to seat against the container 
rim and seal it against leakage of fluids out of the 
container or hollow member I. While the con 
tainer I is preferably made of glass any other 
suitable material, for example metal, may be 
utilized: the closure cap or cover 4 may be made 
from some synthetic molding material or- be 
formed from metal. The receptacle I contains 
a cleaning member or brush l. 
The cleaning member 8, shown as of the brush 

like variety comprising a plurality of twisted to 
gether wires forming a core for retaining scrub 
bing means such as bristles, has a portion or por 
tions Iß projecting into the container I in such 
manner that it may be readiw -contracted by a 
ñngernail on a ñnger inserted into the mouth 
opening of the container. One end portion Il 
of the cleaning member 8 is illustrated positioned 

. beneath an inwardly extending side wall portion 
Il oi' the container, which forms what may be 
termed a ledge or shoulder, to thereby retain the 
brush-like member 8 in position in the container. 
An opposite leg portion or portions Il of the clean 
ing member may extend angularly from the first 
mentioned leg along the bottom of the container 
and terminate adjacent an opposite side wall. 
Thus the cleaning means has substantially an L 
shape when viewed from the side as in Fig. 3. 
As illustrated in Figs. 2 and 3 the cleaning mem 
ber or element is bent to be substantially U- ' 
shaped with the pair of spaced legs I4 each ex 
tending along the bottom of the container and 
with opposite brush or cleaning element portions 
extending upwardly to a point adjacent the un 
derside of the inwardly extending container wall 
portion I3. 
The lsubstantially horizontally extending leg 

portion or portions I4 assist in retaining the 
cleaning member within the container I. The 
free ends of the leg portions I4 terminating close 
to a wall portion of the container retain the up 
wardly extending vbrush portion in position be 
neath the inwardly extending container wall por 
tion I3; thus the cleaning element is positively 
assembled against dropping out of the container. 
A cleaning element 8 may be assembled with the 

hollow or concave member by first inserting the 
leg portion into the mouth 3 thereof and then 
turning the element so that the upper end II 
thereof moves or snaps outwardly beneath the 
container wall portion I3. Other methods of as 
sembly may be utilized and the foregoing is illus 
trative of one convenient assembling method. 
In assembled position with the container it will 

be noted (Fig. 2) that adjacent ‘portions of the 
substantially U-shaped or reversely bent clean 
ing member illustrated therein cooperate to form 
a substantially V-shaped opening or recess I6 
which faces inwardly toward the central part of 

A ñnger may be inserted into 
the mouth 3 of the receptacle to position the iin 
gernail in the V-shaped groove I6; movement of 
the finger up and down along the cleaning ele 
ment while in the groove I6 causes portions of the 

A cleaning element to reach and wipe over sub 
stantially all portions of the fingernail. 

In usage the receptacle I will contain a suit 
able amount of liquid nail polish remover or sol 
vent I'I. It has been found very satisfactory to 
iill the receptacle I approximately one-third full 
of liquid solvent or remover, to some such posi 
tion as is indicated generally in Fig. 3. After some 
such quantity of solvent material has been placed 
in the receptacle the receptacle may be shaken 
to wet the cleaning element 8. As a fingernail is 
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rubbed along the surface of the element, the con# 
bined action of the solvent and the rubbing of the 
element eiîectively and quickly remove the polish 
or other coatings. The removing action is facili 
tated by inserting the finger and nail into the rc 
cess or groove I8 (Fig. 2). 

tacle may be agitated so as to eii‘ect washing and 
cleansing of the cleaning element 8 by liquid con 
tained within the receptacle I. The liquid may 
thereafter be poured out or a closure cap 4 may be 
applied to seal the receptacle until such time as 
it is desired to again use the manicuring device. 

It will be noted in Figs l, 2 and 3 that the sid..` 
wall of the container I is provided with a “volume 
increasing” shape or bulge I9. 'I'he utilization of 
such a volume-increasing portion has been found 
desirable since it minimizes the amount of rise ci 
liquid solvent or remover upon insertion of a 
linger into the liquid. Insertion of a ñnger dis 
places some of the liquid and the outwardly bulged 
portion I9 serves to accommodate the displaced 
liquid so as to minimize the amount of rise of the 
liquid to any objectionable extent. 'I'his feature 
minimizes >the possibility of spilling or splattering 
the solvent. The volume-increasing portion I9 

` may extend annularly in a horizontal direction 
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around the container or may slant or spiral 
around it. Use of the volume-increasing bulge I9 
is not essential to the operation of the manicur 
ing device but is desirable. 
As shown in Figs. 2 and 3, the upper vertical 

wall portion of the container is located inwardly 
with respect to the lower vertical wall portion I5 
but this is not imperative. It is desirable that the 
cleaning member 8 be retained against accidental 
removal from the container; preferably it is held 
firmly. Other means and methods of retaining a 
cleaning element within a receptacle of the mani 
curing device will be hereinafter described. 

In Fig. 4 there is shown a modified form of 
cleaning element or brush which differs from that 
of Figs. 2 and 3 in that it is essentially of double 
U-shape or M-shape. A brush of this latter con 

. struction affords a larger cleaning area against 
which a, fingernail may be rubbed. The assembly 
of the brush of Fig. 4 with a receptacle may be 
similar to that hereinabove described in connec 
tion with the assembly of the cleaning element 8 
to the receptacle I. While the leg portions I4 and 
Ila of the cleaning elements are illustrated sub 
stantially parallel with each other they may be 
spread or flared apart in the event such is deemed 
to provide enhanced retention of the cleaning ele 

.- ment with a container or receptacle. 
In usage splattering or spraying of solvent 

and dissolved nail coverings is confined to the 
interior of the receptacle I. The finger of a 
user occupies a portion of the receptacle mouth 
opening and minimizes escape of solvent spray 
or droplets out of the mouth opening. 
In the form of the manicuring device illus 

trated in Fig. 5 a cleaning element or brush 20 
of substantially circular shape has portions 
thereof extending into a bulge or enlargement 22 
in the wall of a receptacle 23. The cleaning 
member 20 thus occupies at least a portion of 
the volume-increasing enlargement provided by 
the bulge 22. An amount oi' liquid solvent or 
remover 25 may be contained at the lower por 
tion of the receptacle and may wet the cleaning 
element 20 upon agitation of the receptacle. 
The finger of a user may be inserted into the 

 mouth opening 2| and the centrally disposed 
75 opening of the cleaning element 20 and rubbed 

After the polish has y 
. been removed from the fingers of a user the recep 
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against adjacent surfaces of the cleaning ele 
ment to remove nail polish or nail coatings. The 
bulged portion 22 of the receptacle wall serves . 
the double purpose of retaining the cleaning 
element 2li and also accommodating such liquid 
as may be displaced due to insertion of a iinger 
into liquid solvent material. y 
The cleaning element 2l may be of closed cir 

cular form or of substantially C-shape and may' 
be assembled with the receptacle 23 by insert 
ing it into the mouth 2| thereof and pressing it 
downwardly until portions ‘ expand outwardly 
into the enlargement 22. A closure member 4a 
carrying a sealing liner la may'be utilized to 
close the receptacle when not in use. - 
In Fig. 6 there is illustrateda form of the in 

vention comprising a container or receptacle 23 
having a dividing wall 29 forming two separate 
compartments 3l ,and 32. One compartment 
contains a cleaning member or brush 34 having 
an end portion 35 projecting beneath an edge or 
shoulder 3l which forms a recess 38. The lower 

' end of the cleaning element 34 has a substan 
tially horizontal leg portion 40 which extends 
along the lower part of the compartment 3| and 
terminates adjacent an upwardly extending wall 
portion. The cleaning member 34 may be assem 
bled by moving the leg portion 40 and brush-like 
portion 34 downwardly into the container until 
the end portion 35 is in position to snap beneath 
the edge 3l or into the recess 38. The cleaning 
member 34 may thus be retained securely in po 
sition at all times with the container 28. In 
certain instances it might be desirable to have 
a, portion of the cleaning element 34 clip over a 
shorter dividing wall instead of engaging with 
the edge 31 and recess 38. ` 

Polish remover or solvent may be contained 
in each of the compartments 3| and 32 or a 
polish remover may be contained, for example, 
in the compartment 3| and a rinsing solution in 
the compartment 32. 
The volume-increasing bulge illustrated in 

connection with Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 5 may be uti 
lized with either one or both of the compart 
ments 3| and 32 illustrated in Fig. 6 and a ̀ clo 
sure cap and sealing liner or gasket similar to 
that previously described may be utilized with 
the manicuring device of Fig. 6; any other suit 
able closer, such as a cork or plug type may of . 
course be used. 
A cooperating cleaning member projection 36 

and retention recess 33, such as disclosed in Fig. 
6, may be used to retain together in assembled 
relationship the cleaning elements and recep 
tacles previously described and illustrated in Figs. 
l, 2, 3 and 5 and to be described in connection 
with Fig. 7. ' 

In Fig. '7 the invention is shown in combina 
tion with a hollow member such as a closure cap 
or cover Amember 4l, which may be of some suit 
able synthetic plastic material or of metal, carry 
ing a sealing gasket 42. A substantially annu 
lar cleaning element 43 similar to that of Fig. 5 
is shown retained beneath an inwardly project 
ing shoulder, edge or lug 45 of the closure mem 
ber; the cleaning element may be assembled with 
the closure 4I in a manner similar to that de 
scribed in connection with the assembly to 
gether of the cleaning element and receptacle of 
Fig. 5. In usage an amount of liquid solvent 
may be poured into the inverted closure 4| and 
the manicuring device utilized as previously de 
scribed. After usage the liquid may be poured 
out of the closure and the latter used for closing 
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6 
the receptacle which contains the liquid solvent 
or remover. 
While the receptacles or hollow members of the 

present manicuring device have been shown as 
substantially round their body portions may be 
square, ov'al, octagonal, etc. 

It will be seen that the present invention pro- _ 
vides a new and improved manicuring device 
which is adapted to hold a constant supply of soi 
vent or polish remover. Splattering, dripping or 
other objectionable spilling of the solvent and 
dissolved coatings are minimized or entirely pre 
vented. A volume-increasing enlargement fur 
ther minimizes the possibility of spilling a liquid 
onto surrounding objects. The container and 
cleaning element are retained together against 
accidental disengagement and the manicuring 
device is ot simple and inexpensive construction. 
As various changes may be made in the form, 

construction and arrangement of the parts here 
in without departing from the spirit and scope 
of the _invention and without sacrificing any of 
its advantages, it is to be understood that all 
matter herein is to be interpreted as illustrative 
and not in a limiting sense. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim: 
l. A device for removing coating from finger 

nails, in-combination, a bottle having a bottom, 
a side wall portion, and a mouth portion having 
a substantially vertical axis generally perpen 
dicular to said bottom, a shoulder inside the 
bottle formed in one of said portions, and clean 
ing means within said bottle comprising a rela 
tivelyv stiff core carrying laterally projecting 
yieldable scrubbing means, said cleaning means 
having a portion located under said shoulder and 
said scrubbing means projecting inwardly be 
yond aninner surface of said mouth to be en 
gaged by the fingernail of a finger inserted into 
an opening through the mouth of the bottle, said 
cleaning means underlying a minor portion only 
of the opening through said mouth, leaving the 
major portion of said mouth opening directly 
over an unobstructed portion of said bottom. 

2. A device for removing coating from finger 
nails, comprising a hollow member having a bot 
tom, a side wall and a mouth suñiciently ̀ wide for 
free and unobstructed insertion and withdrawal 
of a finger and containing a liquid coating solvent 
for wetting a scrubbing-surface, in combination 
with a bendable elongated cleaning meansmount 
ed in said hollo'w member having a total length 
greater than the height of said side wall but bent 
to iit therein and to terminate below the upper 
end of said mouth, said cleaning means having 
intermediate its ends laterally projecting means 
forming a scrubbing surface adjacent a side wall 
portion of the hollow member and facing gen 
erally toward the vertical axis of the hollow mem 
ber for contacting and rubbing'against the sur 
face of a fingernail on an inserted ñnger. 

3. A device for removing coating from linger 
' nails and adapted to contain a liquid coating sol 
vent,y comprising the combination of a container 
having bottom and side walls, a mouth, a shoulder 
adjacent an upper portion of the side wall, and 
cleaning means in said container having a leg 
portion in engagement with a wall of the 
container and having an angularly disposed 
portion projecting from said leg portion, said 
angularly disposed portion carrying scrubbing 
means adapted to be wet by a liquid within 
the container and to be contacted by an inserted 
fingernail to wipe coating therefrom, part of 

75 said angularly disposed portion being located be 
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neath said shoulder to retain the cleaning means A 
in the container, said cleaning means underlying,` 
a minor portion only of an opening through said‘ 
mouth, leaving the major portion of said mouth 
opening directly over an unobstructed portion of 
said bottom. 

4. A device for removing coating from finger 
nails, comprising a container having a bottom, a 
side wall and a mouth sufficiently wide for unob 
structed insertion and withdrawal of a iinger and 
for containing a liquid coating solvent, in com 
bination with a cleaning means mounted in said 
container having a portion thereof located adja 
cent and extending along a side wall portion of 
the container, said cleaning means comprising a 
plurality of twisted together wires carrying lat 
erally projecting bristles forming a scrubbing sur 
face facing generally toward the vertical axis of 
the container for contacting and rubbing against 
the surface of a fingernail on an inserted linger, 
and means overlying an upper portion of the 
cleaning means and holding said cleaning means 
in the container, said bristles being adapted to be 
wet by said liquid from within the container. 

5. A device for removing coating from finger 
nails and for containing a liquid coating solvent, 
comprising the combination of a container having 
a bottom wall, a side wall, a mouth, and a ledge 
joining said side wall and said mouth, and clean 
ing means in said container having a plurality of 
spaced apart legs with at least one of said legs in 
engagement with the bottom of the container, 
said legs being joined by a generally vertically 
disposed portion of substantially inverted ,U 
shape, said U-shaped portion carrying brushlike 
means adapted to be wet by a liquid within the 
container and adapted to be contacted by the 
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ilngernail of an inserted finger to wipe coating ‘ 
therefrom, said cleaning means having an upper 

' portion beneath said ledge to retain the cleaning 
means in the container. , i 

6. A device for removing coating from ilnger 
nails and for containing a liquid coating solvent, 
comprising the combination of a container hav 
ing a bottom, a side wall, a mouth, and a ledge 
portion joining the side wall and mouth, and 
cleaning means in said container including a loop 
portion disposed at least partiallyv beneath said 
ledge portion to retain the cleaning means in the 
container and having a leg portion extending 
from said loop portion and resting against the 
container bottom, said loop portion carrying 
brushlike means adapted to be wet by liquid from 
within the container and adapted to be contacted 
by the fingernail o! an inserted finger to wipe 
coating therefrom. ‘ 

7. A device for use in removing coating from 
fingernails comprising the combination of a bottle 
having walls forming a bottom, a body portion, 
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and a mouth, and a shoulder connecting an upper 
part of the body portion with a lower part of the 
mouth, said mouth being suillciently wide for un 
obstructed insertion and withdrawal of a finger, 
a brushlike member within said bottle comprising 
a plurality oi' wires twisted together with bristle 
like members secured therebetween for at least 
a portion of the length of said wires, said twisted 
together wires having a reverse bend therein with 
portions forming legs extending from said bend 
and the legs being further bent into substantially 
L shape, with a portion of said brushlike member 
under the shoulder and portions of the L shape 
portions of said legs in engagement with one of 
said walls for holding the brushlike member in 
position. 

8. A device for use in removing coating from 
fingernails, comprising the combination of a 
bottle having a body portion, a mouth, and a pair 
of vertically spaced horizontal walls, one of said 
walls forming a bottom and the other forming a 
shoulder connecting the mouth and the body 
portion, said mouth being suillciently wide for 
unobstructed insertion and withdrawal of a ilnger, 
a brushlike member within said bottle compris 
ing a plurality of wires twisted vtogether with 
bristlelike members secured therebetween for at 
least a portion of the length of said wires, said 
twisted together wires having a substantially L 
shape portion with one leg thereof extending sub 
stantially vertically and terminating at said bot 
tom and the other leg extending substantially 
horizontally, a portion of one of said legs being 
disposed below said shoulder for holding the 
brushlike member ̀ in position. 

9. A device as claimed as claim 1 in which said 
shoulder is an upper part of a groove and said 
cleaning means is seated within and extends along 
a portion of the groove. 

VERNON D. ROOSA. 
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