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1 . 

In picture frames of cast or molded material 
there is a tendency of the material to cold ?ow 

_ or warp, causing the frame to draw away from 
the glass, particularly at the corners. These 
effects are accentuated if the back fastening 
produces points of stress concentration. This 
invention is designed to overcome these difficul 
ties and to provide an improved back fastening 
particularly applicable to cast or molded frame 
constructions. Further objects and advantages 
appear in the speci?cation and claims. 
In the accompanying drawing, Fig. 1 is a back 

view of the picture frame; Fig. 2 is a back view 
with some of the back fastenings omitted; Fig. 3 
is an enlarged view of one of the back fastenings;' 

4 is a plan view of one of the corner pieces; 
and Fig. 5 is a section on line 5—5 of Fig. 3. 
Referring to the drawing, there is shown a 

rectangular picture frame having sides I and 
ends 2 sloping rearwardly toward the outer edges. 
On the rear face of the frame is a ledge 3 for 
receiving a glass 4, a picture ‘5 and a back 6 
which may be provided with a stand ‘I. At the 
outer periphery of the ledge 3 are side and end 
rails 8 and 9 projecting from the rear face of 
the frame beyond the back. The glass is held 
against the ledge by corner pieces Ill and II at 
the lower and upper corners of the frame. The 
corner pieces are provided with tongues I2 re 
ceivable in slots l3 at the junctions of the side 
and end rails and tongues 14 receivable in slots 
H5 in the side and end rails. The upper corner 
pieces I ! can be molded integral with the frame 
or have the tongues cemented in place and the 
inner edges it are bevelled on the under side so 
the picture, glass and back can be slid into place. 
The lower corner pieces II] are removable and 
are provided with ridges ll. In order that the 
glass may be held tightly against the ledge, slots 
13 and Hi can be provided with a slight outward 
slope toward the front of the frame. 
The frame is adapted to casting from thermo 

plastic material with the rails integral with the 
sides and ends of the frame. The slots l3 and 
[5 may be molded in the rails. The corner pieces 
l0 and l I may be made of the same material. 
While thermo-plastic material is obtainable in a 
wide variety of colors, it is subject to warping 
and is also subject to cold ?ow. It is therefore 
desirable that localized stress in the back fasten 
ing be avoided and that the frame be held tightly 
against the glass which stiiTens the frame and 
prevents warping. This is obtained in the pres 
ent construction by locating the fastening means 
at the corners since the corners of the frame 
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2 
have a tendency to warp away from the glass 
and by providing relatively wide tongues on the 
corner pieces which distribute the holding stress 
along the rails. ' 
While the slots may be molded integral with 

the rails of the frame, it is also possible to mold 
the rails or slot forming pieces separately and 
cement them in place, thereby obtaining an in 
tegral construction identical with the molded 
construction. 

It may also be desirable to locate retaining 
pieces H3 at intermediate points along the rails. 
These retaining pieces are provided with tongues 
l9 receivable in slots formed in the rails. The 
retaining pieces may alsobe provided with 
buttresses 23 which engage the inside of the rail. 
What I claim as new is: 
l. A frame for pictures or the like having a 

ledge on its rear face for receiving a glass and 
back, side and end rails bounding. the ledge and 
extending rearwardly from the frame, slots in 
adjacent side and end rails and at the corner 
therebetween, and a triangular corner piece 
adapted to rest against the back and having edges 
engaging the side and end rails at one side of 
the slots, and tongues projecting from said edges 
through said slots, said tongues and slots. when 
the corner piece is rested on the back in the po 
sition to slide along the back into the corner, 
being aligned in the direction of movement of 
the corner piece. 7 a 

2. A frame for pictures or the like having a 
ledge on its rear face for receiving a glass and. 
back, side and end rails bounding the ledge and 
extending rearwardly from the frame, adjacent 
rails being joined at a corner, slots in the rails 
on each side of the corner, a retainer extending 
across the corner having the intermediate por 
tions resting against the back and edges engaging 
the rails at one side of the slots, and tongues 
projecting from said edges through the slots, said 
tongues and slots, when the retainer is rested 
on the back in position to slide along the back 
into the corner, being aligned in the direction of 
movement of the retainer. _ 

3. A cast frame for pictures and the like adapt 
ed to thermo-plastic material, comprising an 
integral rectangular frame having sides and 
ends sloping rearwardly toward the outer edges, 
a ledge on the rear face of the frame for receiv 
ing a glass and back, stiffening rails bounding 
the ledge extending rearwardly from the frame 
and joined at the corners, slots in the rails at 
the corners, and triangular corner pieces adapted 
to rest against the back and holding the glass 
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against the ledge, said corner pieces having edges 
engaging the rails at one side of the' slots and 
tongues projecting from said edges through the 
slots, and said tongues and slots, when the corner 
pieces are rested on the back in position to slide 
along the back into the corner, being aligned in 
the direction of movement of the corner piece. 
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